
Ross seeks Marshall County district judge seat

By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
In the last year, Marshall 

County Department of 
Human Resources (DHR)   
has completed 15 adop-
tions. 

To commemorate the 
big year, the department 
called on local attorneys, 
public officials and the new 
families to gather for an 
adoption celebration Friday 
afternoon.

Among the adopting 
families was the Ruizes. 
After being in foster care 
for a long time, Ethan, 
who is 14, was adopted by 
Joseph Ruiz in August.

“It’s been fun,” Ethan 
said. “We go fishing a lot 
[in Guntersville].”

Ethan said his favorite 
part about fishing with his 
new dad is eating the fish. 
Recently, Ethan got to eat a 

channel catfish he caught.
The Duckett family was 

also in attendance. Anne 
and Chris Duckett, from 
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Letty Duckett, 3, looks at her family tree that was painted with handprints of the Duckett family. The Duck-
etts adopted Letty in 2017. Her 2-year-old sister, Cate, was adopted a couple weeks ago.

Marshall County DHR hosts adoption celebration

See Families t Page A8

Putting families together

Volume 64, No. 140

Recycle this paper at the 

Albertville-Boaz Recycling Center 

on Sand Mountain Drive East

M-Sat. 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

256-891-8298

Obituaries
Alvanzia “Allen” Cooper
Mae Johnson
Rebecca Spradlin Tungate

See Page A3

Recycle This Paper

The Word
For he hath made him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.

– 2 Corinthians 5:21, KJV

Web Poll
What is the best side item for 
Thanksgiving dinner?
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Sports
Time to Pick ‘em

The Reporter picks winners for 
weekend football action.

See Page A12

INSIDE Gov. Ivey visits Fort Payne for bicentennial|A4 

Animal 
Control 

now offers 
microchips

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Close to 10 million dogs 

and cats are lost or stolen each 
year in the U.S., according to 
the American Humane As-
sociation. One thing owners 
have done to increase the odds 
of reuniting with their pet is 
having it microchipped.

Pet owners in Marshall 
County will soon have that 
option after the Marshall 
County Commission approved 
an agreement between the 
animal control department and 
Petpoint Data Management 
Systems to start putting identi-
fication microchips in animals 
adopted from shelters. 

At the last commission 
meeting, Animal Control Offi-
cer Kevin Hooks said Petpoint 
was offering the department 
its data management software 
for free if the department 
would provide customer 
information and purchase a 
minimum of 25 microchips 
per year at $6 apiece. The 
software would cost $9,000 
per year if the department had 
to pay full price, he said.

The data the department 
will provide to the company 
includes customers’ email 
addresses and phone numbers, 
which would be used by Pet-
point for targeted advertising, 
Hooks said. 

Marshall County 
Commission approves 

technology to help 
reunite owners with pets
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Time To Expand Your Business?
   It’s Time To Talk With Our Lenders.

Discover responsive, experienced service that 
can serve you every step of the way.

pibonline.com
NMLS #466340

Our Friendly 
staff is ready to 
help you with 
all your loan 

needs.
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SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Appointed to a district 
judgeship earlier this year, 
Zach Ross, of Guntersville, 
is unopposed for a full term 
in that seat.

Gov. Kay Ivey appointed 
Ross to the judgeship last 
February. The spot became 
vacant when Judge Jay 
Mastin moved up to cir-
cuit judge. Ross’ seat was 
the only judgeship up for 

election in 
this cycle. 
Qualifying 
ended last 
week.

Ross is 
very excited 
about win-
ning a full 
term. 

“It’s sort of 
a vote of confidence by the 
lawyers in this community 

that they have confidence 
in me,” he said. “By no one 
else qualifying, it says I’m 
handling the job with no 
glaring issues.”

Ross works in Marshall 
County’s Unified Family 
Court with Mastin. Mastin 
handles many of the juve-
nile cases. Ross handles a 
lot of custody, child support 
and divorce cases. Family 
law had been the primary 

work of his job as a private 
attorney.

“I love it,” he said of be-
ing a judge. “This is always 
what I wanted to do.”

He said “there are harder 
jobs out there” but the split 
second rulings a judge must 
make during a trial can be 
difficult at times.

“I feel that this is my call-
ing, that this is what I was 
meant to do,” Ross said.

Zach 
Ross
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Marshall County Probate Judge Andrea LeCroy (left) speaks with 
Georgina Colon Rodriguez, the mother of Joseph Ruiz. Ruiz recently 
adopted his son, Ethan.


