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The Boaz High School basketball team recently gave Boaz Inter-
mediate a good pressure wash as a way to serve and give back 
to their community. Read more in an upcoming edition of The 
Reporter.

Debate over 
animal shelter 
plans continues

See Snead t Page A5

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

A $4 million investment 
grant has been awarded to 
Snead State Community Col-
lege. Gov. Kay Ivey made the 
announcement this week say-
ing the funding would come 
from the Public School and 
College Authority (PSCA) 
bond issue, and the grant will 
be used to build a regional 
workforce training center in 
Marshall County.

 Sen. Clay Scofield, R-Gun-
tersville, who helped secure 
this project, announced on 
Monday, “Securing funding 
for this facility in Marshall 
County has been a goal of 

Snead State
receives $4 
million grant

See Jail t Page A5

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
After much planning 

and preparing, renova-
tions to the Marshall 
County Jail can move 
forward now that the 
Marshall County Com-
mission has approved a 
renovation budget totaling 
$8,788,180.

Project leader Kelly 
Howard, with Martin & 
Coby Construction, said 
the bids for the renova-
tions came in higher than 
expected, so he had been 
working for weeks with 
the lowest bidder, Chorba 
Contracting, to find ways 
to reduce costs without 
changing the scope of the 
overall project. Howard 
said they deducted close 
to $400,000 from the bud-
get, most of which were 
duplicate items. The final 
approved budget includes 
$231,500 in alternates the 
commission could choose 
to include or exclude. 

Howard said they were 
also able to switch to 
using cheaper materials in 
some cases to cut costs, 
the prices of which are 
heavily impacted by the 
ups and downs of the 

fuel market. He also said 
contractors have raised 
their labor costs across the 
board.

Commission Chairman 
James Hutcheson said 
he would need the com-
missioners’ permission 

to seek a bond issue of 
nearly $5 million to defray 
the cost of the renovation. 
The commission already 
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Sgt. Frank Mason last September walked through the front lobby of the Marhsall County Jail pointing out 
all the areas to be renovated. 

See Possession t Page A4

   See Shelter t Page A5

Police make 

arrests for child 

porn possession, 

assault of a minor
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Local law enforcement made mul-

tiple arrests recently 
related to sexual abuse 
of children.

Marshall County 
Sheriff Phil Sims said 
in a release Thursday 
Christopher Michael 
Reprogle, of Grant, was 
arrested by deputies on 
charges of child por-
nography possession.

In January, the Mar-
shall County District 
Attorney’s Office 
launched an investi-
gation regarding child 
porn being stored on a 
person’s computer in the 
Grant area of Marshall 
County. 

A search warrant on 
the home of Reprogle, 
48, on Swearengin Road, resulted 
in the seizure of more than 2,500 
suspected images and more than 50 
suspected videos. 

Reprogle was charged with unlaw-
ful possession of child pornography 
and booked into the Marshall County 
Jail on June 24. 
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‘Heroes Thanking Heroes’ at 
7th-annual Winter Ball | See A8

Remember When ... | See A2

The Word
As we have therefore opportuni-
ty, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of 
the household of faith.

– Galatians 6:10, KJV

Obituaries
Neil Smith
Barbara Smith Van Wagner
Billie Jean Proffitt
Billy J. Brown ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
Are you a dog or a cat person?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Marshall County Commission approves 

$8.8 million jail renovation budget

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
What started as a cordial ad-

dress at the Marshall County 
Commission meeting Wednes-
day turned into a heated back 
and forth between commis-
sioners and members of the 
public over plans for the new 
county animal shelter.

Marshall County Animal 
Advocates director Kay John-
son opened the work session 
by thanking the commission 
on behalf of all the advocates 
for taking their suggestions 
into consideration. 

“We are here to say ‘thank 
you’ to the commission,” she 
said. “After many meetings, 
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