
By CHANCE COFIELD

The Reporter
Coinciding with the start of Cinema Week, 

Albertville’s newest entertainment venue officially 
broke ground Tuesday.

Located on U.S. Highway 431 just past Horsley 
Road, the new Lucas Cinema theater will feature 
10 screens and reclining back chairs.

Roy Drinkard, president and CEO of Drinkard 
Development, has been contracted to develop the 
site with Blalock Building Company assisting with 
construction. The project may take close to 12 
months to complete, Drinkard said. 

President and CEO of Lucas Cinema Jim Lucas 
joined city officials and business leaders Tuesday 
in throwing out the first shovel of dirt. Lucas has 
been in the theater business for 41 years. He got 
his start with Carmike Cinemas where he worked 
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President and CEO of Lucas Cinema Jim Lucas (second from right) joined city officials 
and business leaders Tuesday in throwing out the first shovel of dirt.

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
A Boaz man walked away from what 

looked like a catastrophic wreck Thursday 
morning in Albertville.

According to Albertville Police Chief Ja-
mie Smith, Larry Hethcox, of Alabama 168, 
Boaz, was driving a 2010 Lexus ES north-
bound on Alabama 205 when he drove under 
the trailer of a 2017 Freightliner semi.

The semi, driven by Hugh Baker, of Egypt 
Road, Boaz, was attempting to turn off Ad-
ams Drive onto Alabama 205 when Hethcox 
crashed into the trailer.

Witnesses reported Hethcox was driving at 
a high rate of speed.

Hethcox refused medical treatment at the 
scene. His car was towed from the scene.

No citations were issued, Smith said.
The accident occurred at about 6:30 a.m.
Alabama 205 was closed while police 

investigated the accident and the vehicles 
removed from the scene.
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Albertville newest movie theater, Lucas Cinemas, broke ground Tuesday on what will be a 12-month project on U.S. Highway 431.
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Let’s go to the movies

Marshall 

County 

seeks help 

in spending 

$18 million
By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Like the late American rap 

artist The Notorious B.I.G. 
opined, more money often 
leads to more problems. When 
it comes to the nearly $18 
million in COVID relief funds 
being given to Marshall Coun-
ty by the federal government, 
the county commission seems 
to agree, which is why it’s 
contracted with a third party 
to help it untangle the many 
strings attached.

The commission discussed 
at length during a special 
called meeting on June 9 
whether it would be worth 
spending $891,088 of the $18 
million to enroll in the Invest-
ing in Alabama Communities 
(IAC) Program through the 
Association of County Com-
missions of Alabama (ACCA) 
to help manage the funds. 

The issue came to a vote 
Wednesday during a regular 
meeting with both Com-
mission Chairman James 
Hutcheson and County Attor-
ney Clint Maze recommend-
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Neal Thrash joins Boaz as 
assistant | See B1

Mueller shooting survivors 
continue to recover | See A9

The Word
Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the 
presence of the Lord.

– Acts 3:19, KJV

Obituaries
Martha Nelson
Germaine Ferry
Lona Charles
Betty Jean Geurin ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
Are you in favor of Juneteenth being a 
federally recognized holiday?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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The accident occurred at about 6:30 a.m. Thursday. Alabama 205 was closed while police 
investigated the accident and the vehicles removed from the scene.

No injuries reported in semitrailer crash 

Lucas Cinemas breaks ground in Albertville


