
Boaz named a ‘community of excellence’
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By DANIEL TAYLOR
The Reporter 

In late May, as many 
restrictions under the state-
wide stay-at-home order 
were lifted, businesses in 
Alabama that had been 
closed down or reduced 
operations for nearly two 
months slowly began to 
reopen. To help aid in their 
efforts locally, the Albert-
ville Chamber of Commerce 
has been providing moral 
support and vital informa-
tion to help small businesses 
“rebound” to success.

“One of the most import-
ant aspects of winning in a 
basketball game is rebound-
ing,” Chamber President 
Stan Witherow said in a 
video released May 26. 
“Small businesses have been 
up against a tough opponent 
with the COVID-19 crisis, 
however, as a community, 
we can consider ourselves 
all a part of the same team 
and we/ve just picked up 
the rebound. The question is 
what will you do with it?”

The shop-local video, 
entitled “Rebound - Timeout 
is Over! Take the Shot!”  
features several local small 
business owners including 
Jacob Hollingsworth, of 
Hollingsworth Shirt Co., 
and Jose Contreras, of El 

Sol King Pollo. Witherow 
said retail and restaurant 
businesses like these were 
affected differently during 
the shutdown.

“The effects varied de-
pending on the businesses,” 
Witherow told The Report-
er. “We heard from some 
that they continued to oper-
ate with no issues during the 

shutdown, while others were 
completely closed and had 
no income. 

“Some restaurants were 
innovative, offering curb-
side pickup/take out and 
even special menu items 
during the shutdown, which 
resulted in sales increases 
in some cases. But then you 
had your retailers and others 

who were deemed ‘non-es-
sential’ and had to shut 
down completely and unless 
they had an online platform 
to serve their customer they 
had no sales.”

Despite many business-
es best efforts to “take the 
shot,” attracting customers 
still leery of being around 
others during a pandemic 

MetroCreative Connection

To help aid reopening, the Albertville Chamber of Commerce has been providing moral support and vital infor-
mation to help small businesses “rebound” to success.
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Helping businesses bounce back Man injured 
in Saturday 

shooting

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS
The Reporter 

A Horton man remains in 
serious condition following 
a shooting 
Saturday.

Marshall 
County Sher-
iff’s deputies 
were sum-
moned to a 
home in the 
5900 block of 
Nixon Chapel 
Road in Hor-
ton at about 6:45 p.m. Satur-
day in reference to a shooting. 

Upon arrival, deputies 
discovered a white male suf-
fering from a gunshot wound 
to the abdomen lying in the 
driveway of the home. 

“Witnesses at the residence 
stated Nelson had gotten into 
an argument with the victim 
which led to the shooting,” 
Assistant Chief Deputy Sher-
iff Steve Guthrie said.

“Nelson fled the residence 
prior to deputies arriving.”

Guthrie said Nelson did not 
live at the home.

The unnamed victim was 
treated at the scene and later 
transported to Huntsville 
Hospital where he remains in 
stable condition, Guthrie said.

Tanner Kyle Nelson, of 
Albertville, was charged with 
first-degree assault and was 
taken to the Marshall County 
Jail on a $50,000 bond. 
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The Word

Keep thy heart with all diligence; 
for out of it are the issues of life.

– Proverbs 4:23, KJV

Obituaries
Omie Humphries
Betty Jean Morgan
Rosy Reed
Tommy Gibson ...

See the full list on Page A3
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Albertville Chamber of Commerce helps community 

businesses ‘rebound’ after COVID-19 shutdowns

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Boaz Mayor David Dyar 
announced the city of Boaz 
earned the distinction of be-
ing an Alabama Community 
of Excellence.

The designation was 
announced Thursday at the 
Alabama League of Munic-
ipalities annual convention 
in Montgomery. On hand to 
receive the award was Boaz 
City Councilman Johnny 
Willis. 

Other area cities with the 
ACE distinction include 
Guntersville and Arab. 

“We are humbled and 
honored to receive this dis-
tinction,” Dyar said. “I want 
to the Christy Farmer for 
acting as our ACE captain.”

The ACE program offers 
a systematic three-phase 
approach with technical re-
sources and the tools needed 
to help Alabama’s small 
towns foster growth and 
prosperity by focusing on 
their distinctive assets and 
resources. 

Phase 1 is an assessment 
phase in which the ACE 
team prepares a comprehen-
sive report detailing com-

munity assets and weak-
nesses.

Phase 2 is a leadership 
development and strategic 
planning component which 
establishes a leadership 
development program, an 
up-to-date strategic plan and 
identifies a local nonprofit 
development organization.

Phase 3 is the implemen-
tation and comprehensive 
planning segment that fo-
cuses on planning, commer-
cial business development, 
retiree attraction, economic 
and tourism development 
and quality of life.

Willis brought home a 
plaque and two signs to be 
displayed around town.

Also during Monday’s 
meeting, councilmen:

• Announced a public 
hearing at the Boaz Senior 
Center, 1112, Church St., on 
Aug. 10 at 6 p.m. to deter-
mine if a sales tax and fuel 
tax rebate should be grant-
ed to Ricky Hayes, doing 
business as JR Properties, 
in return for substantial 
upgrade and renovation of 
the Don’s Maverix service 
station at 299 U.S. 431. 

Dyar said the proposed 
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Time To Expand Your Business?
   It’s Time To Talk With Our Lenders.
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can serve you every step of the way.
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It’s Time To Talk With Chris Washburn.

Ultimate MMA finds new 
home| See A4

Apricot Tarte Tatin
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