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The Turf Shop in Geraldine had its front glass door shattered when 
one or more subjects broke in and stole roughly $8,500-worth of 
merchandise.

Geraldine Police investigate store robbery
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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Boaz has a new police chief. 
Assistant Chief Michael 

Abercrombie was appointed 
chief during 
a Boaz City 
Council meet-
ing Monday 
night. The vote 
for Abercrom-
bie’s promotion 
was unani-
mous. 

Mayor David 
Dyar said 
Abercrombie started with the 
department in 2000 as a jailer/
dispatcher. 

“That’s the lowest you can 
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By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
As Marshall County 

continues to see an elevated 
number of COVID cas-
es, County Coroner Cody 
Nugent is taking steps to 
prepare for ongoing or fu-
ture surges.

“Hospitals have seen an 
increase in deaths. Our of-
fice has seen an increase in 
deaths,” Nugent said. “So, 

we don’t know where we’re 
going to go from here. We 
hope we’re [case numbers] 
going down, but there’s no 
way of knowing.”

At the last commission 
meeting, Wednesday, Sept. 
8, Nugent made a request 
to enter into an indemnity 
agreement with various 
local funeral homes to 
allow them to utilize the 
county’s mortuary coolers, 

when needed due to lack of 
their own storage facilities. 
Nugent said the funeral 
homes were at 70% of their 
capacity, while the coroner’s 
mortuary was around 30%. 

To help handle the over-
flow and augment the 
coroner’s office current 
capacity, the commission 
approved a 30-day lease of a 
refrigerated mobile morgue 
trailer from Mack Mortuary 

Transport for $125 per day 
for fuel and person to check 
the temperature periodically 
throughout each night. The 
commission also approved 
the construction of a mobile 
ramp to access the trailer 
for approximately $15,000. 
The county has used refrig-
erated trailers for overflow 
storage before back in April 
2020, when they could be 
seen parked at Carr Funeral 
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The Marshall County Commission approved a 30-day lease for a refrigerated trailer like the one pictured above. This photo taken in July 2020 shows a 
refrigerated trailer parked at Carr Funeral Home in Guntersville that served as a potential morgue unit due to limited body storage capacity. As of last 
week, County Coroner Cody Nugent said local funeral homes were at 70% of their capacity while the coroner’s mortuary was around 30% . 
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Space shrinks as cases growSheriff Sims 

runs for 

reelection
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Today, I am announcing my 
bid for re-election for Sheriff 
of Marshall County. I feel for-
tunate and hum-
ble to currently 
serve as your 
Sheriff. My 
staff and I have 
worked hard for 
Marshall Coun-
ty and have 
made a lot of 
progress. Some 
of the things we 
have accomplished are:

Worked very close with the 
county commission to address 
issues with the jail.

Cleaning up the jail, remov-
ing contraband and trash from 
cell blocks.

Updating equipment for 
deputies, providing new vests, 
duty pistols, patrol rifles and 
shotguns, updated bodycam 
software and cameras, new 
tasers for all deputies, new 
vehicles, new computers for 
deputies.

Mandatory training is now 
required for all deputies and 
correction officers to have a 
minimum of 12 hours of con-
tinuing education.

Renovation of the entire jail. 
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Week 4 Preview: Reunions
& rivalries renewed | See B1

Boaz preps for 57th Annual 
Harvest Fest | See A2

The Word
Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due 
time: Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you. Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring 
lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour:

– 1 Peter 5:6-8, KJV

Obituaries
Alma Hamlin
Joseph Harris
Melvin Johnson
David Tarvin ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
What’s your favorite fall food?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Marshall County prepares for current, potential surges in COVID cases

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

The Geraldine Police De-
partment is investigating a 
break-in and robbery at one of 
the town’s small businesses.

According to Chief Heath 
Albright, the Geraldine Turf 
Shop and Repair next to the 
Geraldine Hardware Store lo-
cated at 41474 Alabama High-
way 75 was broken into and 
robbed Friday, Sept. 3, some-
time during the night. One or 
more perpetrators apparently 
broke the front glass door of 
the shop to gain entry. 

After cataloging the store’s 
inventory, the shop owner 
determined $8521.47-worth 
of merchandise was stolen, 
Albright said. Though she 
could not confirm what exact 
items were taken, store man-
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