
Fighting 
abuse with 

funds

Gov. Kay Ivey recently 
awarded grants totaling $1.58 
million to assist non-profit 
organizations that help sexual 
assault and child abuse vic-
tims in six counties.

 “Victims, young and old, 
deserve access 
to assistance 
and advocacy 
tailored to their 
specific needs,” 
Ivey said. “I 
commend these 
organizations 
for helping 
victims and 
their families 
begin the heal-
ing process from the worst of 
events.”

The Alabama Department 
of Economic and Community 
Affairs (ADCEA) Director 
Kenneth Boswell said ADE-
CA administered the grants 
from funds made available 
by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. ADECA administers 
a wide range of programs 
that support law enforcement, 
economic development, infra-
structure upgrades, recreation, 
energy conservation, water 
resource management, job 
training and career develop-
ment, he said.

“I share Gov. Ivey’s com-
mitment to helping all abuse 
victims, child or adult,” Bo-
swell said. “ADECA’s part-
nerships with these organiza-
tions will help those who’ve 
been victimized find and 
receive the specialized care 
they need.”

Family Services of North 
Alabama (FSNA), of Mar-
shall and DeKalb counties, 
plans to use a $261,673 grant 
to continue assisting victims. 
Through its North Alabama 
Sexual Assault Support Ser-
vices (SASS) Program, FSNA 

Family Services of  

North Alabama receives 

$261,673 grant
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The Boaz City School 
System opens its doors to 
students during the sum-
mer and offers something 
more than a glorified day 
care or a dreadful semes-
ter of summer school. It’s 
called Camp Boaz.  

Since it’s inception in 
2001, camp director Renaé 
Mosley said the fun, six-
week program at Boaz 
Elementary School gives 
students in grades pre-K 
through fifth grade an 
enjoyable summer, while 
providing a great oppor-
tunity to continue their 
educational development.

 “We started out with 
only 24 students,” she said. 
“This year we have more 

than 170 students, which 
is down from years past 
when we’ve had nearly 
200.”

Mosley said she has been 
part of the extended day 
program since 1997. Short-
ly after joining the staff, 
she had several parents 
ask about doing a summer 
program. After visiting 
with the superintendent at 
the time, Camp Boaz was 
born.

For years, Camp Boaz 
has been funded with the 
help of federal grants. But 
since the guidelines have 
changed, the school chose 
to fund the program itself. 
Although it’s been a chal-
lenge, Mosley said they are 
still able to have the same 
amount of fun.

During the program, stu-
dents spend days playing 
interactive games, taking 
educational field trips, 
swimming at the Boaz 
Recreation Center and, of 
course, learning along the 
way.

“It’s a much more re-
laxed environment than 
it is in regular school 
hours,” she said. “Some 
days you’ll come through 
and they’re playing board 
games or playing cards. 
You just never know what 
you’re going to see when 
you come in here.”

For the first half of the 
day, students meet with 
certified teachers and learn 
lessons across all subject 
areas. The second half of 
the day, students engage 

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

Karsyn Gillian, of Boaz, works on her laptop while at Camp Boaz. The six-week camp is a laid back enviro-
ment where students like Gillian can kick back and enjoy their summer while still learning along the way.

Camp Boaz brings splash of  fun to summer learning
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Obituaries
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Gerald L. Tarvin
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The Word
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge: but fools despise wisdom 
and instruction.

– Proverbs 1:7, KJV

Web Poll
How do you plan to celebrate 
Alabama’s Bicentennial?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Lions looking strong
Crossville football looks forward to big 
summer following successful spring.
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Teen drowns in Lake Guntersville
An Albertville teen 

drowned in Lake Gunt-
ersville on Sunday.

Marshall County 
Coroner Cody Nugent 

confirmed the body of 
the drowned man as 
Martin Sebastian, 17, 
of Albertville.  

Nugent said the 
drowning was acciden-
tal. He said Sebastian 

was at the beach area 
of Lake Guntersville 
State Park and swam 
into the deeper part of 
the water, which was 
approximately eight-
feet deep. He said 

several bystanders tried 
to assist Sebastian, but 
they weren’t able to 
save him. 

He said the Gunters-
ville Rescue Squad, 
Guntersville Fire 

Department and the 
Lake Guntersville Park 
Rangers assisted in the 
recovery.

“It was such an 
unfortunate accident,” 
Nugent said. “Mar-

shall County Coroner’s 
Office would like to 
offer our thoughts and 
prayers to the family.”
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Take Me Home For the Ball Game! ♫

Boaz Foodland 
brings the 

concession 
stand home 

to you.

Boaz , Alabama •  256-593-7206

♫


