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From his daily duties 
in the Capitol to the pos-
sibility of life on Mars, 
U.S. Congressman Robert 
Aderholt recently spoke to 
the Boaz Rotary Club 

The Boaz Rotary hosted 
Aderholt for its meeting 
held in the Snead State 
Community College cafe-
teria Wednesday. He said 
he had visited Boaz Rotary 
more than any other Rotary 
thanks to Bruce Sanford.

“It is always good to be 
at Boaz Rotary,” Aderholt 
said. “When I first got 

elected, Bruce was one of 
my first supporters in this 
area.”

Earlier that day, Ader-
holt said he met and had 
breakfast with all of the 
mayors in Marshall Coun-
ty. In an effort to touch 
base with them, he said 
they discussed what has 
been going on in the com-
munity, county and state. 
He thanked Boaz Mayor 
David Dyar, who attended 
the meeting, and he said he 
appreciated hearing from 
all of the mayors.

Since Congress is in 
recess, Aderholt said he is 

taking the month to visit 
counties to share what’s 
going on and what’s on his 
plate with the community. 
He said August has always 
been a recess month, which 
is a tradition dating back to 
the time when there was no 
air conditioning and people 
wanted to avoid the heat 
and “get out of Washington 
D.C.”

According to Aderholt, 
the current Congress is 
“one of the more inter-
esting” ones and it would 
“go down in the histo-
ry books,” because the 
Republicans lost majority 

The Reporter | Nickie Simpson

U.S. Congressman Robert Aderholt speaks to the Boaz Rotary Club. He discussed his duties in Washington 
D.C. and NASA’s mission to put a woman on the moon and mankind on Mars.

Congressman talks duties, census, mission to Mars
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Obituaries
Victor Edward Jiminez
Joyce Ann Armstrong
Verlon “Pat” Baldwin
Kenneth Burgett
Jordan Blake Simmons ...
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The Word
For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; 
and the knowledge of God more than 
burnt offerings.

– Hosea 6:6, KJV

Web Poll
What do you think about the change to 
marriage forms in Alabama?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Sports Extra
Scores and game notes from Week 
Zero of high school football.

See Page C1

Opinions Practice good sportsmanship this year | A6 

Trial for Tucker murders continues

Week two of the 
capital murder trial 
against Jeff McKelvey 
was highlighted by the 
pre-recorded testimony 
of his associate, Henry 
Pyle.

McKelvey was 
charged for allegedly 

killing 
Denie 
and 
Pam 
Tucker 
in 2015 
while 
robbing 
the 
couple’s 

home on Pea Ridge 
Road near Asbury. 
Pyle and McKelvey 
were co-workers and 
roommates. After both 
quit their jobs, the two 
began “gas hustling” 
for money. That’s how 
they came in contact 
with the Tuckers.

In his testimony, Pyle 
said the duo’s inten-
tion was to only rob 
the Tuckers’ home, but 
McKelvey had other 
plans. While robbing 
the Tuckers, Pyle said 
McKelvey showed his 
gun and the Tuckers 
ran. Pam went in one 

direction while Denie 
ran outside. 

While he was outside 
with Denie, Pyle said 
he heard several gun-
shots. Pyle said McKel-
vey shot both Tuckers. 
Once the couple was 
killed, Pyle said he and 
McKelvey took every-

thing they could and 
fled to Birmingham. 
Pyle said he threw the 
gun out the window 
while traveling across 
a bridge, believed to be 
in Blount County. He 
said McKelvey always 
drove. The gun has not 
been recovered.

Douglas 

‘bear crawl’ 

debacle

A student at Douglas High 
School could face assault 
charges stemming from the 
Douglas football team’s “bear 
crawl” incident this week. 

Early Monday morning, 
new head coach Jamison Wad-
ley had players participate in 
a full body exercise known as 
“bear crawls” on an asphalt 
walkway beside the football 
field. In an earlier statement, 
Wigley said the exercise is 
common among local football 
programs — that morning, it 
was administered for disci-
plinary purposes. 

Wigley said three students 
had “minor scrapes on their 
hands” after the bear crawls. 
Later, one parent confronted 
the coaching staff during prac-
tice, and then the same parent 
took to social media with 
pictures of his child’s blistered 
hands. He later spoke with a 
local television news station, 

Student could face 

assault charge; 

Wigley says situation 

spun out of  control
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STAFF REPORTS

Key witness testifies, closing arguments slated for Monday
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Jeff 
McKelvey
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Jamison Wadley became Douglas’ 
head football coach five weeks ago.
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