
Marshall County deputy retires
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By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

Gov. Kay Ivey announced 
Thursday that she would be 
extending the current saf-
er-at-home order and mask 
mandate through Friday, Oct. 
2. The order was set to expire 
Aug. 31.

“We are seeing a drop in 
our hospitalizations and daily 
positive COVID-19 num-
bers,” Ivey said. “I have no 
doubt this is a result of our 
mask mandate. I look forward 
to the days where we don’t 
need to wear a mask, but we 
can’t lose the ground we’ve 
gained.”

Safer-at-home, 
mask orders
 extended

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Eight men from the Mar-
shall-DeKalb Electric Co-op 
will leave Saturday morning 
going to De Ridder, Loui-
siana, to assist in hurricane 
relief efforts. 

Kelli Wharton, MDEC 
communications director, 
said the men have volun-
teered to help the Beaure-
gard Electric Co-op in 
Louisiana in the wake of 
Hurricane Laura. 

“They have 100% system 
outage,” Wharton said. 

“This is dangerous work, 
but at the same time, it is 
rewarding for them. When 
they are able to restore pow-
er to someone who hasn’t 
had it in two weeks, it’s 
really humbling and reward-
ing.”

Daryl Ross, Cason Honea, 
Adam Armstrong, Todd 
Dismuke, Hunter Higgins, 
Andy Siler, Lee Walls and 
Colby Kidd will take sever-
al trucks and lots of equip-
ment with them. Addition-
ally, the men will take tents, 

food, water and gasoline to 
help them through the 10-
day trip.

“This is going to be one 
of the worst trips they have 

been on,” Wharton said. 
“There is so much devasta-
tion. I’m sure the drinking 
water is contaminated, there 
is a gas shortage and they 

will most likely have to 
stay in tents while they are 
there.”
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Daryl Ross, Cason Honea, Adam Armstrong, Todd Dismuke, Hunter Higgins, Andy Siler, Lee Walls and Colby Kidd 
will take several trucks and lots of equipment with them to Louisiana to help restore power to hurricane-impacted 
areas of the state.
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Hurricane helpers96% of state’s 
COVID deaths 
had underlying 

conditions
By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter 

According to the Ala-
bama Department of Public 
Health, 96.4% of the state’s 
COVID-19 deaths had un-
derlying conditions that may 
have contributed to mortality. 
That’s nearly 2% more than 
the nationwide rate of deaths 
with underlying conditions 
— 94% — according to data 
recently released by the Cen-
ter for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

The state health depart-
ment’s latest case data for 
Aug. 31 showed 1,337 out of 
2,083 of COVID-19 deaths —  
64.1% — had cardiovascular 
disease, 94 had chronic liver 
disease, 498 had chronic lung 
disease, 521 had renal disease, 
843 had diabetes, 345 had 
compromised immune system 
and 1,117 had multiple under-
lying conditions. Seventy-four 
deaths had no underlying 
conditions. 

Of those, 68.9% were 65 
years or older, 51.4% were 
female and 59.5% were white.

Statewide, the total num-
ber of cases as of Tuesday 
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Local electric workers travel to assist areas hit 
hardest by Hurricane Laura

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Roger Spears retired 
Monday for the second 
time from the Marshall 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Maybe this time it will 
stick, Sheriff Phil Sims 
joked. 

Spears has 31 years of 
experience in law enforce-
ment, including stints as 
chief of the Douglas Police 
Department, and work with 
the Albertville and Gunt-
ersville police departments. 
He finishes his career after 
10 years with the Marshall 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

“I’m going to miss all the 
people here at the Sheriff’s 
Office,” Spears said. 

“I knew now was the 
time to retire with the way 

people treat law enforce-
ment officers here and in 
other places, like Keno-
sha, Wis. And with this 
(COVID-19) virus, it is the 
right time. 

“My health is still good 
and I have my family with 

me. It’s the right time.”
Sims presented Spears 

with a certificate and his 
service weapon during a 
short ceremony Monday 
morning at the Sheriff’s 
Office. 

“He’s been a dream come 
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Up Next
Saturday’s edition of The Reporter may 
be late due to Sports Extra.
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Roger Spears (center) was presented a certificate and service weapon.

Ready to build your dream home?
Are you contemplating building your dream home? Call us today at 

(256) 593-1885 and let us walk you through the process of obtaining a 
new construction loan and long term permanent financing. We offer free 

consultations and can’t wait to discuss your lending options with you!
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