
Two people start-
ed the weekend in 
the Marshall County 
Jail with drug related 
charges.

According to Mar-

shall County Sheriff’s 
Office (MCSO) As-
sistant Chief Deputy 
Steve Guthrie, Michael 
Christopher Gray, 37, 
of Scottsboro, was 
arrested by the MCSO 

deputies Friday, June 
29. 

Guthrie said Gray 
was walking into traffic 
on Alabama Highway 
79, north of Gunters-
ville. He said Gray was 

charged with posses-
sion of a controlled 
substance - Suboxone 
and public intoxica-
tion. He said Gray was 
released on a $2,500 
bond. Guthrie said a 
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Boaz City Schools 
recently welcomed a new 
employee to the system 
that’s a little furrier than 
the rest.

At its latest meeting, the 
Boaz City Schools Board 
of Education was intro-
duced to north Alabama’s 
first school facility dog, 
Sully.

 “There’s been a lot of 
years of planning and hard 
work to welcome this new 
employee, and we are so 
pleased to finally get to in-
troduce him tonight,” Boaz 
Superintendent Shannon 
Stanley, Ph.D., said.

Thanks to a grant from 
the State Department of 
Education and Service 
Dogs of Alabama, who 
partnered to see facility 
dogs utilized on school 
campuses, Sully will join 
the Pirate family for the 
2019-2020 school year. 
Boaz High School Media 
Specialist Juddie Walker, 

Sully’s handler, said the 
one-and-a-half year old 
golden doodle could prove 
to be a great asset for the 
system. 

“He’s precious,” Walker 
said. “He’s been training 
for a year and a half exten-
sively with Service Dogs 
of Alabama. He’s trained 
with a prisoner one-on-one, 

which is how they start 
the training process with 
programs in Hope Hull and 
Falkville.”

Dogs trained by Service 
Dogs of Alabama, like 
Sully, can do a number of 
things like sense oncom-
ing seizures, help with a 
person’s mobility and aid 
people with anxiety issues. 

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

Sully, a one-and-a-half year old golden doodle, was recently introduced as the newest employee at Boaz 
City Schools. Sully is a trained facility dog. He’s expected to help students with test anxiety and be a great 
reading buddy.

Boaz City Schools welcomes area’s first facility dog
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Say ‘hello’ to Sully

Volume 64, No. 81

Recycle this paper at the 

Albertville-Boaz Recycling Center 

on Sand Mountain Drive East

M-Sat. 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

256-891-8298

Obituaries
Shirley York Davis
Mary Lou McMurray

See Page A3

Recycle This Paper

The Word
For, brethren, ye have been called 
unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve 
one another.

– Galations 5:13, KJV

Web Poll
Do you think the majority of drivers in 
the Marshall County/Sand Mountain 
area are good, smart drivers?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Swimming Champs
Boaz Barracudas win eighth consecu-
tive Marshall County swimming title.

See Page B1

Opinion Passing additional tag fee a bad idea | See A6 

Inmate 

healthcare  

poses issues

Inmate healthcare issues 
at the county jail could soon 
be resolved after the latest 
Marshall County Commission 
meeting.

The commission approved 
a new contract with Southern 
Healthcare Part-
ners for health-
care needs at 
the county jail 
effective Aug. 
1, 2019. The 
current contract 
with Advanced 
Correctional 
Healthcare 
would be can-
celed. Commission Chairman 
James Hutcheson said health-
care at the jail has become a 
major issue.

“This year, so far, we’re 
almost up to half a million 
dollars just taking care of the 
inmates in the jail,” Hutches-
on said. “Almost half a mil-
lion dollars out of the general 
fund, and that’s increasing 
every year. We’ve got to make 
a change.”

Marshall County Sheriff 
Phil Sims said in the long run, 
the new contract with South-
ern Healthcare Partners would 
save the commission time and 
money.

“This company, Southern 
Healthcare Partners, they’re 
a well-known, well respect-
ed healthcare company for 
inmates across the southeast,” 
Sims said. 

Before the work session 
began, PH & J Architects, 
who have been working with 
Sims on a project to redesign/
rebuild the county jail, gave a 
presentation to help the com-
mission understand what they 
could provide. The architects 

Commission approves 

contract to cut cost, spent 

$500,000 in 2019 already

James

Hutcheson
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call was later 
received about a 
“white male sub-

MCSO deputies arrest 2 for drugs

ject” who was knocking 
on doors along Alabama 
Highway 79 on Mon-
day, July 1. He said 
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Juddie (standing, left) and Josh Walker explain how Sully will help 
Boaz City Schools students as a facility dog.
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