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G
un control, health 
care and immi-
gration are among 

Bradley Byrne’s top 
concerns for the U.S. and 
especially his home in the 
“Heart of Dixie.”

Byrne, the current U.S. 
Representative for Ala-
bama’s first congressional 
district, recently stopped 
by Albertville to give 
the city’s Rotary Club a 
‘not-so-typical’ update on 
things happening in Wash-
ington, D.C., and share 
his opinion on a variety of 
issues.

The most prominent 
issue Byrne addressed 
was immigration and the 
nation’s border security. He 
shared details of his recent 
trip to the U.S. border in 
El Paso, Texas, where he 
spent an entire day with 
the border patrol, a number 
of military officials and 
Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) 

officials. He toured the 
facilities where immigrants 
are detained after illegally 
crossing the border.

“Just about everything 
you’ve been told on tele-
vision that happens on the 
border is not true,” he said. 
“We’ve got border patrol 
agents that are consum-

mate professionals who 
have one job, and one job 
only, and that is to appre-
hend people who come 
across the border illegally. 
They are not mistreating 
people … The people 
are kept comfortable and 
given proper health care … 
They’re being taken care of 
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Bradley Byrne (middle) speaks with members of the Albertville Rotary Club. Charles Bailey (right), an Albert-
ville City Councilman, welcomed Byrne as the club’s guest speaker. Byrne is running for U.S. Senate in 2020.

Congressman discusses several issues at Albertville Rotary
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Byrne breaks down 
border concerns
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Obituaries
Rickey Miller
Lola G. Frasier
Brittney M. Cantrell
Rayburn “Peanut” Tucker
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The Word
A man that hath friends must shew 
himself friendly: and there is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother.

– Proverbs 18:24, KJV

Web Poll
How do you feel about Boaz 
spending $3.2 million to build 
Old Mill Park?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports
Volleyball Rankings

Aggies, Bulldogs, Wildcats make 
AL.com preseason volleyball top-10.
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Crossville 

woman killed 

in car accident

A single-vehicle crash near 
Gadsden claimed the life of 
a Crossville woman Monday 
afternoon.

Brittney Michelle Cantrell, 
19, was killed when the ve-
hicle she was driving left the 
roadway on U.S. Highway 
431 and overturned, according 
to Alabama Senior Trooper 
Chuck Daniel. The crash 
occurred two miles west of 
Gadsden around 5:20 p.m.

Daniel said Cantrell was not 
wearing a seatbelt. 

Once first responders ar-
rived, they transported her to 
UAB Hospital where she later 
died. 

ALEA State Troopers are 
still investigating the accident.

Index
Announcements .................A2
Obituaries ..........................A3
Northeast News .................A4
Entertainment ....................A6
Back to School photos .......A8
Sports ................................B1
Classifieds .........................B3

Sharing Sand Mountain’S Story Since 1955 thurSday, auguSt 15, 2019 | 75 centSSandMountainreporter.coM

the reporter
Sand Mountain

COUNTDOWN TO 

KICKOFF
Seven days remain until the first snap of high school football on Sand Mountain. 
Get ready for the new season with The Reporter’s Football Preview 2019, available Thursday, Aug. 22. 

Football
Preview2019

Brought to you by The Sand Mountain Reporter

Sports News

The New
Coaches

What You Need to Know About Your Team.The Alabama 
and Auburn Schedules.Area High 
School Schedules

Jamison Wadley, Cliff Mitchell and Chris Williams bring their expertise to the fields.

Local Sports, Big Teams

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

Bradley Byrne told the Albertville Rotary Club that everything they 
have been told about what happens at the U.S. border is not true. He 
said he saw the conditions during a recent trip to El Paso, Texas.

By TAYLOR BECK
The Reporter
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Old Mill Park 

cost Boaz 

$3.2 million

As the final strip of sod was 
set into place last week, the 
City of Boaz saw Old Mill 
Park come to life, but the final 
cost was a little more than 
anticipated.

In May of 2018, the Boaz 
City Council approved a bond 
issue worth more than $12 
million to fund the new park 
and recreation center. 

Original plans for the park 
were expected to cost a little 
more than $2.5 million. Ac-
cording to the city’s account 
analysis, as of Monday, Aug. 

Recreation center 

pre-construction 

charges up to $500K
By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
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Boaz Mayor David Dyar speaks to 
citizens at the grand opening of Old 
Mill Park.
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