
By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

With the moving of 
an old polling loca-
tion and the addition 
of another, voters in 
Marshall County’s 
District 1 now have 
two new places to 
cast their ballots. 

During a regular 
meeting Wednesday, 
the Marshall County 
Commission voted to 
make the Cherokee 
Ridge Golfcourse 
Clubhouse the poll-
ing location in that 
area in place of the 

old Midway Center.
“We’ve been using 

Midway for sever-
al years,” District 
2 Commissioner 

Ronny Shumate 
said. “The building 
is actually 100 years 
old… I wouldn’t 
even want my family 

See Polling t Page A4
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The Midway Center in Union Grove in no longer that 
area’s polling location due to the building’s dilapidated 
state.

See Sentenced t Page A5

‘Our patience 

is wearing thin’

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
On Thursday, President Joe Biden announced 

his plan to deal with the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, which includes a sweeping vaccine 
mandate that could affect nearly 80 million 
Americans. As part of his six-point plan, Biden 
is requiring employers with 100 or more em-
ployees to force their staff to be fully vaccinated 
or else face weekly testing to show they do not 
have the virus.

“What more is there to wait for? What more do 
you need to see? We’ve made vaccinations free, 
safe, and convenient,” Biden said in a speech 
Thursday. “We’ve been patient but our patience 
is wearing thin and your refusal has cost all of 
us.”

Biden’s COVID plan also includes measures 
to keep schools “safely open,” increase testing 
and masking, protect economic recovery and 
improve care of those with COVID.

To view the plan, visit www.whitehouse.gov/
covidplan.

Companies that fail to comply with the vaccine 
mandate could face up to $14,000 fines per vio-
lation. The White House said the Department of 
Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Admin-
istration (OSHA) will issue an emergency tem-
porary standard to implement this requirement.

Though some major corporations such as 
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Couple sentenced for 
bestiality, torture video
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President Joe Biden laid out his COVID response plan Thurs-
day.
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Judge issues lengthy prison terms in ‘most disturbing’ case
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Two Marshall County 

residents were sen-
tenced to prison for 
their roles in what 
officials have called the 
“most disturbing” case 
they’ve been a part of. 

Holly Debord, 37, of 
Albertville, received a 
sentence of 199 years 
Tuesday: 99 years on 
one count of first-de-
gree sodomy and a 
second 99-year term 
for one count of sexual 
torture. She received 
a 12-month sentence 
for one misdemeanor 
charge of bestiality. 

The three sentences 
will run concurrently, 
ruled Judge Chris Abel, 
meaning Debord would 
serve, at most, 99 years. 

Debord and Van 
Christopher Havis, 53, 
were both charged in 
connection with what 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Jennifer Bray char-
acterized as the “most 
repugnant” and “awful” 
crime she had seen, all 

of which was caught 
on cell phone video in 
2020. The video was 
shared on social media 
and was brought to the 
attention of law en-
forcement who identi-
fied the victim and later 
identified the suspects.

Debord is accused 
of making the video of 
a suspected mentally 
challenged man be-
ing sexually tortured, 
abused and sodomized 
in retaliation for what 
Debord called “snitch-
ing” to police. A dog 
was also involved in the 
abuse.

Havis is clearly seen 
in the video while 
Debord is only heard, 
according to prosecu-
tors. 

Debord was initial-
ly indicted on nine 
charges, including two 
counts of first-degree 
sodomy, bestiality, two 
counts of assault with 
bodily fluids, third-de-
gree assault, sexual 
torture, second-degree 
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