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The Reporter | Taylor Beck
Boaz’s plans for its much-anticipated recreation center are coming together. The Boaz City 
Council met for a special called work session Tuesday morning to work out a few of the final 
details for the recreation center including color scheme and other minor designer details.

Tre Ragazzi’s to Boaz

Tre Ragazzi’s Italian Café 
is bringing its sauce to Sand 
Mountain.

With locations in Gadsden 
and Glencoe, owner Kevin 
Napper said he was ready to 
establish a flagship restau-
rant for his franchise. After 
taking a glance at other ar-
eas, Napper said the City of 
Boaz was the perfect place.

“We’re excited,” Napper 
said. “The city has been fan-
tastic to work with, every-
one at Peoples Independent 

Bank has been great. We’re 
a community-oriented place, 
and our locations in Glencoe 

and Gadsden have always 
been that way. So, Boaz fit 
exactly what we wanted.”

Local bank 
helps fight 
elder abuse

Armed with helpful facts and ice 
cream floats, Citizens Bank & Trust 
visited senior centers across the area to 
talk about elder abuse.

Citizens Bank & Trust Marketing Of-
ficer Kasey Culbert said the bank want-
ed to educate local seniors on financial 
abuse in observance of World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD), 
which is Saturday, June 15.

Culbert and employees from the bank 
gave presentations at senior centers lo-
cated in the bank’s markets on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, June 11-12, including 
Albertville, Arab, Guntersville, New 
Hope, Rogersville and Elkmont. 

“We continue to see our senior 
community targeted by financial scams, 
some of which can be very convinc-
ing,” Citizens Bank & Trust President/
CEO Charlie Williams said. “As a 
bank committed to the communities we 
serve, we want to help educate the pub-
lic on things to look for and be aware 

Citizens Bank & Trust participates in 
Elder Abuse Awareness Day

See Elder Abuse t Page A5
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Nathaniel Clark, of Citizens Bank & Trust, 
speaks to seniors about what to watch 
out for when getting calls and texts.

Guntersville murder victims’ attorney pleased with pardon reform

After Gov. Kay Ivey recently signed 
a parole reform bill into law, the at-
torney that represents the families of 
the victims allegedly killed by Jimmy 
O’Neal Spencer in Guntersville said it 
was “long overdue.”

Tommy James, of Tommy James 
Law in Birmingham, represents the 
families of Colton Lee, Marie Martin 
and Martha Reliford – the three victims 
slain in the triple homicide case. James 
said the bill being signed into law was 
needed to avoid similar cases in the 
future.

 “Gov. Ivey signing this important 

legislation into law 
[Thursday] should 
certainly help pre-
vent more dangerous 
criminals from being 
released from prison, 
and [it] will hopefully 
help prevent tragedies 
such as those that oc-
curred in Guntersville 
when career criminal 

Jimmy O’Neal Spencer’s murdered 
three innocent victims,” James said. 
“This legislation is long overdue and it 
is heartbreaking that it took a tragedy 
like this to help get it accomplished.

 “While this law is little consolation 

for the families of Colton, Marie and 
Martha, the strengthening of Alabama’s 
parole system is the only positive that 
could come from these tragic losses,” 
James said. “The families ask for con-
tinued thoughts and prayers for them 
and for the loved ones they lost.”

The bill gives the governor power 
to appoint the director of the Board 
of Pardons and Paroles and arranges 
the time needed to become eligible for 
parole for certain crimes. It will also 
require at least one law enforcement 
officer – current or retired – to sit on 
the board. Ivey and Attorney General 
Steve Marshall pushed for the changes 
after Spencer was released and al-

legedly killed three people, including a 
7-year-old.

Prior to the alleged murders, Mar-
shall County District Attorney Chief 
Investigator John Young said Spencer 
was released from prison after serv-
ing a 20-year sentence for robbery in 
Franklin County. He made his way 
to Guntersville in April of 2018 after 
befriending a person at the Jimmy Hale 
Mission in Birmingham and “hitching 
a ride” to Sand Mountain. Spencer was 
said to have slept on park benches most 
nights. Guntersville Police Department 
investigators believed Spencer became 
familiar with the victims’ neighborhood 
at Mill Village in Guntersville after 

See Pardon Reform t Page A5
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The Word
Charity suffereth long, and is 
kind; charity envieth not; charity 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up,

– 1 Corinthians 13:4, KJV

Web Poll
How big of an issue is elder 
abuse on Sand Mountain?
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Sports

Bulldogs ready to 
bark

Geraldine summer football 
practices heating up.
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One piece at a time

Restaurant owner encouraged by growing community
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Tre Ragazzi’s will occupy the corner store front at the old out-
let building across from Boaz 9 Cinema.
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