
DeKalb men charged with kidnapping
Two men are in jail 

in connection with an 
alleged kidnapping of 
another man. Jackson 
County Sheriff Chuck 
Phillips said a man 
contacted authorities and 
said he had been kid-

napped before escaping.
“The man said he had 

been kidnapped by two 
men the night before at 
his residence on County 
Road 660 in Rosalie,” 
said Phillips.

According to Phillips, 
the 49-year-old victim 
said he was taken to 

a residence on Moses 
Drive in Henagar, where 
he was bound in a van. 
The man said he was 
able to get loose and ran 
to another residence to 
contact authorities.

WAAY TV in Hunts-
ville reported that the 
neighbor who helped the 

victim said he was “dis-
oriented, shirtless, had 
duct tape on his neck and 
had a rope he said he was 
tied up with.”

Phillips said the man 
suffered minor injuries 
but refused medical 
treatment.

Later Friday, Phillips 

said Mark Alan Byers, 51 
of Henagar, was arrested. 
On Sunday, the second 
suspect, Jerry Clayton 
Grider, 43 of Fort Payne, 
was arrested in Dade 
County, Georgia.

Byers and Grider 
are both charged with 
kidnapping first degree, 

burglary first degree 
and assault second 
degree. They are both 
currently in the Jackson 
County Jail on bonds of 
$100,000 each.

Phillips said the case is 
still under investigation 
and more people could 
be charged.

 

The Reporter | Noah Turner
Though its purpose hasn’t been decided, the City of Albertville will renovate its historic train 
depot soon. Plans are to update the building while keeping its antique qualities intact.

The Albertville Train 
Depot is going to get a fresh 
new look.

Albertville City received 
a $300,000 grant from Gov. 
Kay Ivey to renovate the 
depot more than one year 
ago. The city matched 20% 
of the grant, Mayor Tracy 
Honea said.

The renovation has not 
been given an exact start 
date, but Honea said the city 
is looking to start the project 
in late August or early Sep-
tember.

“We’re slowly getting 
through all the check points 
to begin the project,” Honea 
said.

For now, the city’s sole fo-

cus is to get the building in 
shape. The renovation will 
update the entire building 
while keeping its antique 
qualities. Honea said they 
would explore different 

directions for its use.
  “We’ll see what its best 

needs are and go from 
there,” Honea said.

  After the work begins, 
Honea said that the renova-

MCSO eyes 
more jail 

repairs

A leaky roof will no longer be an 
issue for the Marshall County Jail.

At its most recent meeting, the Mar-
shall County Commission approved the 
bid of $181,557.77 made by Whitaker 
Contracting to repair the county jail’s 
roof. Commission Chairman James 
Hutcheson said the repairs were a 
necessity.

“We have no choice,” Hutcheson 
said. “The jail has a flat roof, and I 
hate a flat roof. But, it’s got to be done. 
We’re doing the best we can.”

Marshall County Sheriff Phil Sims 
said the project would likely take five 
to six weeks. He said once construction 
began, there would be a lane of the road 
in front of the Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Office blocked as needed.

Hutcheson said the funds would 
come from the county’s courthouse and 

Commission approves 
funding to replace roof

See Repairs t Page A5
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Workers made renovations to the Mar-
shall County Jail in March. The Marshall 
County Commission recently approved 
funding to replace the roof.

See Depott Page A5
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Recycle This 
Paper

at the Albertville-Boaz 

Recycling Center 
on Sand Mountain Drive East
M-Sat. 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

256-891-8298

The Word
If ye abide in me, and my abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto 
you.

– John 15:7, KJV

Web Poll
Did you know the Albertville 
Depot is the second oldest 
building in the city?

SandMountainReporter.com

Inside
Guntersville Lions Club’s 10th 
annual River 
Run Car 
Show is 
set for 
Aug. 24.

See Page A7

Sports

Aggie Hoops
Albertville’s summer circuit a 
success for boys basketball.

See Page B1

By DEWAYNE PATTERSON
The Jackson County Sentinel

Boaz Public Library introduces  
Lego League  | See A8Inside
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Albertville Mayor Tracy Honea said renovations for the histor-
ic depot would begin in August or September. 
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Albertville expects renovations to begin late summer
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Douglas hires 2 assistant principals
For the first time, the 

Marshall County Board 
of Education recently 
approved the employ-
ment of two assistant 
principals for Douglas 
High School (DHS).

According to DHS 
Principal Patrick Smith, 
DHS will begin the year 
with two assistant prin-

cipals, 
Jennifer 
Morri-
son and 
Brian 
Sauls.

“I am 
ex-
tremely 
excited 
for Jen-
nifer Morrison and Brian 
Sauls to be coming on 

board in 
the two 
posi-
tions,” 
Smith 
said. 
“Each 
have 16 
years of 
expe-
rience 

in the classroom. Mrs. 
Morrison, who taught 

English Language Arts, 
has twice been named 
Brindlee Mountain 
High School Teacher of 
the Year and Marshall 
County Teacher of the 
Year. Mr. Sauls has 
taught science at Al-
bertville Middle School 
for the past 13 years. 
He coached for many 
years, but he is also a 
National Board-Certified 

Teacher which is one of 
the greatest accomplish-
ments any educator can 
achieve. I have no doubt 
that each of them will be 
very successful in their 
new positions at Douglas 
High School.” 

Smith said the school 
is simply making the 
best out of its resources.

“Douglas High School 
previously had a 

Jennifer
Morrison

Brian
Sauls

See Douglas t Page A5
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Rediscovering the Depot


