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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Part of Boaz’s future 

plans include improving 
the city’s image and bring-
ing life to the downtown, 
and both could begin with 
the stroke of Don Walker’s 
brush.

Walker, an artist from 
Arab, was recently tabbed 
by Boaz’s Alabama Bicen-
tennial Committee to paint 
a historic mural on the side 
of a building downtown. 
Walker started the job 
Tuesday and is expected to 
finish before the 55th annu-
al Boaz Harvest Festival 
begins Friday.

“Part of what I’m look-
ing at here, and in other 
towns, is doing a new 
mural that looks like it 
could have been there for 
a long time,” said Walker, 
who has also painted many 
murals for Albertville 
and Boaz City Schools. 
“Something that has a very 
antique, historic kind of 
look to it.”

Lindsey King, chair-
woman of the Bicentennial 
Committee in Boaz, said 
the mural would feature 
several references to the 

community’s heritage.
”Our committee feels 

like this first mural that 
really celebrates the history 
and the roots of Boaz will 
really stir an interest in 
bringing people down-
town,” King said.

The committee was able 
to fund the mural after 
receiving a $2,500 grant a 
few months ago. The com-
mittee is also accepting 
donations.

Walker was particularly 
excited about the mural in 
Boaz. He said there would 

be plenty of things for 
people to stop and look for 
when it’s complete, calling 
them “easter eggs.” 

“There will be a lot of 
big things that are obvi-
ous,” Walker said of the 
mural. “But there will also 
be some small things that 
you’ll have to look close 
to notice. I think people 
are going to be interested 
to spend some time here 
in front of it and see what 
they can find.

“Maybe there will be 
some things in there that 

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

Don Walker sketches out parts of the mural he started painting Tuesday. The project that will pay tribute to 
the history of Boaz is expected to be completed this week, barring inclement weather.

Mural of city’s heritage painted downtown
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Obituaries
Brandy Hammons 
Richard Kevin Hard
Patricia Ann House
Michael “Tater” Vest
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The Word
For to be carnally minded is death; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.

– Romans 8:6, KJV

Web Poll
What do you think of The Reporter’s 
new layout and design?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports
Player of  the Week

Douglas freshman Eli Teal earns Week 
Five honors.
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Horton woman slain in Guntersville 
By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
A Horton woman was shot and 

killed in Guntersville early Saturday 
morning. The suspect was charged 
with murder Monday morning.

According to Guntersville Police 
Chief Jim Peterson, officers respond-
ed to shots fired at Lake Shopping 
Center off Gunter Avenue around 

7 a.m. and found 
Brandy Michelle 
Hammons, 37, with 
multiple gunshot 
wounds in the park-
ing lot. Peterson said 
paramedics pro-
nounced her dead at 
the scene.

Hammons was al-

legedly shot by Salaam Farid Greg-
ory, 31, of Guntersville, according to 
Peterson. He said there were multi-
ple eyewitnesses.

The shooting stemmed from an 
argument at another business located 
across the highway, Peterson said. 
Before the shooting, Gregory and 
Hammons were in a vehicle together 
and pulled into the shopping center’s 

parking lot. According to Peterson, 
Hammons got out of the vehicle and 
started walking toward a business. 
Shortly after she exited, Gregory 
stepped out of the vehicle, walked up 
to Hammons and shot her, Peterson 
said.

When officers arrived to the scene, 
Gregory was not present, Peterson 
said. He was found an hour later at 

Boaz man 
guilty of 
homicide

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
A Boaz man received a life 

sentence after being found 
guilty of a 
homicide that 
occurred more 
than two years 
ago.

Brandon Lee 
Blevins, 23, 
of Boaz, was 
condemned 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 18, to 
life in prison for the stabbing 

Index
Announcements .................A2
Obituaries ..........................A3
Business ............................A4
Entertainment ....................A6
Classifieds .........................A7
Sports ................................A9
Taste ................................A12

See what’s cooking | A12

Sharing Sand Mountain’S Story Since 1955 tueSday, october 1, 2019 | 75 centSSandMountainreporter.coM

Sand Mountain

the reporter

 
S
E
P
T
E
M
B
E
R
-
O
C
T
O
B
E
R
  2
0
1
9
 

 
 

 
 

              
 

    L
A
N
D
 +
 L
A
K
E
 

 
 

 
 

 
                    T

H
E
 S
A
N
D
 M

O
U
N
T
A
IN

 R
E
P
O
R

September | October 2019

$4.99

Land+Lake

Cabin

Fever
Rustic cabins renovated 

into  rentals worth 

remembering

Sweet

Ride
Klarissa Lupton gives a tour 

of her Cupcake Camper and 

bakery business
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HALFTIMESHOWCASE

Brought to you by The Sand Mountain Reporter

Showcasing the bands and cheer squads of our local schools
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Salaam Farid
Gregory

Boaz Harvest 

Festival 

begins Friday
By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Booths are anticipated 

to line Main Street and be 
sprinkled throughout the 
downtown district for the 55th 
annual Boaz Harvest Festival 
this weekend.

According to Boaz Area 
Chamber of Commerce Pres-
ident Jodi Skinner, there will 
be more 
than 100 
vendors 
set up 
for the 
two-day 
festival. 
Vendors 
will be 
open Fri-
day and 
Saturday, 
Oct. 4-5, 
from 8 
a.m.-6 
p.m.

Bow-
hunt-
ers of 
Alabama will be at the fes-
tival, marking the first time 
the organization has ever 
visited Marshall County for 
such an event. Bowhunters 
of Alabama is a non-profit, 

MetroCreative Connection

Bowhunters of Alabama 
will be one of more than 
100 vendors set up at 
the 55th annual Boaz 
Harvest Festival. 
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The mural painted by Don Walker is on the side of the building where 
Past Times Antiques is located, facing Alabama Highway 168.

Brandon Lee 
Blevins

See Guilty t Page A5

Take Me Home For the Ball Game! ♫

Boaz Foodland 
brings the 

concession 
stand home 

to you.

Boaz , Alabama •  256-593-7206

♫
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