
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Alabama Gov. Kay 
Ivey’s mask/face covering 
mandate expires on Fri-
day, April 9 but it will be a 
while longer, before senior 
centers can reopen to serve 
older citizens.

Tammy McElroy, direc-
tor of the Marshall County 
Council on Aging, said 
Monday the governor’s 
office must give the official 
go ahead for all centers to 
re-open. 

“We are under contract 
through the county to run 
all the city and county 
senior centers,” McElroy 
said. “Until the governor 
tells us differently, we are 
not going to reopen any 
time soon.”

 Albertville Senior 
Center on Broad Activities 
Director Carolyn Davis an-
nounced on Facebook last 
week the center would re-
open to all activities April 

12. The center is located at 
709 S. Broad St.

“Oh happy days! Our 
Center on Broad is about 
to reopen,” she posted last 
week.

MetroCreative Connection

The Albertville Senior Center was ready to reopen, but it first needs 
permission from the governor.

Senior centers eager to reopen

See Mistrial t Page A3

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

A Boaz man’s arson trial 
ended with the judge declar-
ing a mistrial 
Monday after-
noon.

Marshall 
County Assis-
tant District 
Attorney Jen-
nifer Bray said 
jurors came 
back deadlocked 
and Judge Chris 
Abel declared a mistrial in the 
first-degree arson trail against 
Kenneth Barksdale.

Mistrial 
declared in 
arson case
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STAFF REPORTS 
MONTGOMERY – 

During a visit to the Al-
abama National Guard 
mobile vaccination clinic in 
Wilcox County last Friday, 
Gov. Kay Ivey announced 
that beginning, Monday, 
April 5, the Alabama De-
partment of Public Health 
will extend eligibility for 
COVID-19 vaccinations to 
include individuals age 16 
and older. 

“I have committed to the 
people of Alabama that we 
are on a path forward, and 
while there is more work to 
be done, I remain hopeful 
and optimistic in where we 
are going. Recent findings 
from the CDC show prelim-
inary data suggesting that 
vaccinated individuals do 
not appear to be spreading 
the virus, so that is hopeful, 
underscores the effective-
ness of the vaccine and is 
yet another reason to get the 
shot,” Ivey said. “Truly, this 
vaccine is our ticket back to 
normal life. We are so close 
to getting COVID-19 in the 

rearview, and until then, we 
should all keep wearing our 
masks, get vaccinated and 
use the common sense the 

good Lord gave us.”
 The Pfizer vaccine is 

available to individuals age 
16 and up, and the Moder-

na and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines are both available 
to individuals 18 years of 
age and older.

Pexels

The Marshall County Health Department is adding 100 more doses of the COVID-19 vaccine per day to keep up 
with the expanded eligibility and demand.

               See Centers t Page A5

More vaccines, less masks

Sharing Sand Mountain’S Story Since 1955 WedneSday, april 7, 2021 | 75 centSSandMountainreporter.coM

the reporter
Sand Mountain

Albertville sweeps Marshall 
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The Word
But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts: and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear: 

– 1 Peter 3:15, KJV
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James C. Young
Danny Smith ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
Will you wear a face covering after the 
mask mandate expires?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Vaccine now available to 16 and older 
as mask mandate set to expire Friday

INSIDE:  Man found guilty in attempted murder of police officer  |  A7
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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

A man suspected of stab-
bing another man to death 
Friday night is in custody.

Ronny 
Peppers Jr., 
26, of Horton, 
turned himself 
in to Marshall 
County Sher-
iff’s deputies 
Monday night, 
and was later 
charged with 
murder. He 
was booked into the Marshall 
County Jail under $150,000 
bond.

Deputies were dispatched 
to Martling Road near Ju-
piter Circle in Asbury at 
about 10:30 p.m. Friday after 
receiving reports of a bleed-
ing man crawling along the 
roadside.

When deputies arrived on 
scene, the man – identified as 
Johnathan Wade Bryant – was 
found dead.

Sheriff Phil Sims said an 
investigation into the incident 
revealed an altercation oc-
curred at a residence on Jupi-
ter Circle between Bryant and 
Peppers. Peppers is believed 
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