
Special to The Reporter 

The Marshall County Lodge #18 
Fraternal Order of Police recently 
presented a much-needed gift to the 
Grant Police Dept. Outdated bullet 
proof vests were replaced last week 
with new ones thanks to the National 
FOP. Vice President of the Alabama 
State FOP Ron Leek said,  “This 
program is just a small part of what 
the FOP really does. And it’s our way 
of helping keep officers safe.” When 
funding becomes an issue for depart-
ments already struggling to perform 
the day to day responsibilities, the 
Fraternal Order of Police is there for 
their officers, Leek said.
Pictured are, at left, Grant Police 
Chief Ted Thompson and Keith Wilson, 
vice president of the FOP Lodge #18.

FOP donates protective vests

See Bids t Page A5

An addition to the Albert-
ville High School campus is 
going out for rebidding after 
the Albertville Board of Ed-
ucation voted Wednesday to 
reject all current bids for the 
project.

The new Kinesiology 
Exercise Science Center is 
set to be installed next to the 
Fine Arts Center to augment 
the school’s athletics pro-
gram. The board received 
five bids but each exceeded 
$5,000,000, which is the 
amount of funds available for 
the project.

ACS Board 
rejects athletic 
building bids

See Ratcliffe t Page A5

Dr. Al Ratcliffe Jr. wore 
many hats during his time 
in Albertville. Physician, 
Albertville High School 
football team doctor, Hos-
pice of Marshall County/
Shepherd’s Cove Hospice 
Board of Directors member 
and president, Citizen of the 
Year, father, husband … the 
list goes on. 

Ratcliffe, 77, died July 
13 at Shepherd’s Cove 
Hospice, leaving behind a 
legacy of care, compassion 
and generosity spanning 
decades. 

Ratcliffe came to Albert-
ville in 1978 to join the 
fledgling Sand Mountain 
Family Practice Center with 
Drs. M. Wayne Peters, Mike 
Belyeu, Larry Sullivan and 
Mike Wells. He retired from 
the practice in 2008. He 
also served on a board that 
helped recruit doctors to the 
area for Marshall Medical 
Centers. 

Dedicated to his practice 
and the well-being of his 

patients, Ratcliffe was often 
at work from dawn to late 
evening. 

“He would often get up, 

maybe have breakfast with 
mom, go on his rounds at 
the hospital and then go 
to the clinic,” said one of 

Ratcliffe’s daughters, Ann 
Elizabeth Jacobson.

“We might go to the hos-
pital to eat lunch with him in 
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Tony Cochran, right, presented Dr. Al Ratcliffe with the Albertville Chamber of Commerce Citizen of the Year 
award in 2016. 

See Fraud  t Page A5

Honoring a legend Elder 
fraud 

charged 

(MONTGOMERY) —At-
torney General Steve Marshall 
announced arrests today in a 
case involving the theft of $9 
million from a resident of an 
Etowah County assisted living 
facility.

Lisa Daugherty, 54, of At-
talla, was arrested on a war-
rant** by agents of the Attor-
ney General’s Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit, accompanied by 
officials from the Boaz Police 
Department, Etowah Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department and 
the Etowah County District 
Attorney’s Office, charging 
her with financial exploitation 
of a former resident of Oak 
Landing Assisted Living. 
Daugherty was employed 
as a care technician, and her 
elderly victim was a resident 
of the facility. Daugherty is 
charged with two counts of 
first-degree financial exploita-
tion of the elderly: one count 
for $8 million in currency, 
and one for $1 million in real 
estate. Daugherty is being 
held in the Etowah County 
Jail on a $1 million cash bond. 
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MVAC opens patriotic show 
| See A2

Boaz car, truck, jeep show set 
for Aug. 13 | See A8

The Word
If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.

– John 15:7, KJV

Obituaries
Luther Tidmore
Virginia Roden Benson
Alfred A. Ratcliffe Jr.
Joel Miller

See Page A3

Web Poll
Will you take advantage of the annual 
Tax Free Back to School weekend?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Dr. Alfred Ratcliffe remembered for his decades of service, 

generosity, kindness and leadership within Albertville
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