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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Gov. Kay Ivey and State 

Health Officer Dr. Scott 
Harris held a joint telecon-
ference Tuesday to provide 
a COVID-19 update to 
members of the media.

Prior to answering any 
questions, Ivey said the 
teleconference was done to 

practice social distancing.
When asked about the 

possibility of making a 
statewide shelter-in-place 
order, similar to other 
states, Ivey said there were 
no current plans to make 
that decision.

“We have seen oth-
er states in the country 
doing that, as well as other 

countries, but however, 
y’all, we are not Califor-
nia,” she said. “We are not 
New York. We aren’t even 
Louisiana. In Alabama 
we’ll continue to work 
in consultation with Dr. 
Harris and his team, and 
we’ll make that decision 
if and when it’s best for 
our state. But as for now, 

Gov. Kay Ivey’s Office

Gov. Kay Ivey (right) and Dr. Scott Harris, state health officer, held a joint teleconference Tuesday to go over 
questions from the media. Ivey said the teleconference was done to abide by social distancing guidelines.

State officials planning for spike in COVID-19 cases
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Weathering 
the storm

Obituaries
Betty Joyce Elrod Stewart
Fannie Mae Harp Davis
Edward Dale Sims
Rosie Christian Lee
Susan T. Craig ...

See the complete list on Page A3

Inside Nursing home workers arrested for abuse | A3 

Masks for 

Marshall 

County

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Several local physicians and 

concerned citizens have been 
putting their heads together 
and their sewing skills to work 
to make homemade masks 
for doctors and hospitals that 
are in short supply during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

 “Masks for Marshall Coun-
ty” — a volunteer effort to 
provide handmade masks to 
health care workers to do sup-
ply shortages — was started 
by Dr. Alicia Ewing, a pedi-
atrician at Marshall County 
Pediatrics, and some of her 
friends and colleagues.

“Lots of people just started 
talking [about making masks], 
and we thought, ‘let’s have 
some collection sites and 
just try to do this the best 
we can,’” Ewing said. “It’s a 
bunch of people who thought 

Local doctors, volunteers 
help hospitals in 

short supply
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The Word
We are troubled on every side, 
yet not distressed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair;
Persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed;

– 2 Corinthians 4:8-9, KJV

Patterson reaches 90 wins 
with Parsons | See B1

ALDOT shows plan to fix 
US 231 | See A4

COVID-19 

testing at 

MMCs

By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Marshall Medical Cen-

ters has administered 131 
COVID-19 tests, as of 
Wednesday morning, March 
25.

In a statement, Marshall 
Medical Centers Pulmonolo-
gist, Dr. Christopher Manga-
naris helped explain how the 
testing process works.

To be tested, a person must 
meet certain criteria, which 
is based on federal guide-
lines to ensure those most at 
risk receive testing. Criteria 
includes:

• The patient is symptomatic 
with, at minimum, measured 
or subjective fever or cough or 
shortness of breath.

• The patient is hospitalized. 
• The patient is immuno-

compromised or has co-mor-
bidities.

• The patient age 65 years or 
older.

• The patient is a health care 
worker.

• The patient is associated 
with a long-term healthcare 
facility.

Individuals with no symp-
toms should not be tested. 
Testing is also not recom-
mended for persons with 
mild symptoms. Manganaris 
said everyone is encouraged 
to stay home, practice home 

Process explained; 
more than 130 tests 
already administered
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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
In wake of the corona-

virus pandemic, a state of 
emergency was declared by 
the Boaz City Council on 
Monday night during it’s 
latest regularly scheduled 
meeting.

Though merely a formal-
ity, the council made the 
declaration to become eligi-
ble for a reimbursement of 
funds by the federal govern-
ment in the event COVID-

19’s impact 
called for 
financial 
aid from the 
city.

Other local 
municipali-
ties like Al-
bertville and 
Guntersville 
and the Mar-
shall County Commission 
made similar declarations 
last week.

In the midst of the chaos 

brought on by COVID-19, 
Mayor David Dyar encour-
aged residents to make the 
best of the situation.

“You know, I think this 
is an opportunity for us 
as individuals, and as a 
community, for our light to 
shine,” he told The Report-
er after the meeting was 
adjourned. “Because these 
are some very difficulty and 
dark times — uncharted 
water — but I think it’s an 
opportunity for us to let our 

light shine. And by that I 
mean, for example, if we 
go into a store and there’s 
a limit of three rolls of 
toilet paper, or three packs 
of toilet paper, get one… 
Don’t get the max. Show 
some heart. Show some 
love. Show some compas-
sion, because there’s a lot of 
people that may be in worse 
situations than we are. But 
if we can let our light shine 
bright, come together as 
a community and do the 

Boaz declares state of emergency
Mayor encourages residents to stay strong, continue supporting small businesses

David 
Dyar

Masks for Marshall County | Facebook

A piece of fabric and elastic bands are 
all that’s needed to make a mask.

 

Follow us for live 
COVID-19 updates


