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The new shelter will be located next to the Sardis City Public Library 
and will be able to hold 96 people at a time.

Sardis City to install tornado shelter

See Fire t Page A5

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
An Albertville man died in a house fire 

Tuesday afternoon. 
Albertville Fire Department Fire Marshal 

Brent Ennis said 65-year-old Gary Jenkins 
was discovered dead inside the home at 312 
Richmond Ave. 

Firemen were dispatched to the home at 
4:10 p.m. for a report of a house fire with a 
resident possibly trapped inside. 

Ennis characterized Jenkins as a disabled 
male with breathing problems who used 
oxygen on a regular basis. 

“There was a woman inside the home in a 
back bedroom at the time the fire broke out,” 
Ennis said. “Mr. Jenkins woke her up. She 
went outside to get help. 
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Albertville Fire Department Fire Marshal Brent Ennis said 65-year-old Gary Jenkins was 
discovered dead inside the home at 312 Richmond Ave.
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Man killed in house fire Audit finds 
noncompliance 
at Marshall 

County Schools

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
A recent audit of Marshall 

County Schools’ finances 
revealed nine instances of 
noncom-
pliance 
including 
the mis-
appro-
priation 
of funds 
over 
$20,000 
by the former Chief School 
Financial Officer.

The Alabama Department 
of Examiners of Public 
Accounts performed an audit 
for the 2018-2019 fiscal year 
and found the board failed to 
“provide adequate oversight 
and approval of all expendi-
tures and ensure appropriate 
supporting documentation was 
maintained” when it came to 
the actions of former CSFO 
Laura Bishop. Bishop, who 
had been with the school 
system since 2004, was found 
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Continuity helps ’Cats hit the 
ground running | See B1

New Boaz Rec Center 
opening delayed | See A8

The Word

For I the Lord thy God will hold 
thy right hand, saying unto thee, 
Fear not; I will help thee.

– Isaiah 41:13, KJV

Obituaries
Danny Naylor
Brenda Rains
Raymond Franklin Corbin
Flossie Townson ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
Have you started shopping for school 
supplies?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Municipal elections moved to off set presidential election years 

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Tornadoes are a common 

enough occurrence on Sand 
Mountain that most resi-
dents know where they can 
take shelter should one blow 
through. To give the people 
of Sardis City a better, safer 
option in severe weather, the 
town council recently ap-
proved the installation of a 
tornado shelter.

Rated to handle just about 
anything mother nature can 
throw at it up to an EF5 torna-
do, the shelter will be located 
next to the Sardis City Public 
Library. Mayor Russell Amos 
said it will be 10-foot by 40-
foot and capable of holding 96 
people at a time. 

Amos said a tornado shelter 
for Sardis City had been on 
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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Municipal elections in Al-
abama will no longer be held 
on the same year as a presi-
dential election.

SB-119, sponsored by Sen. 
Jabo Waggoner (R-Vestavia 
Hills) and Rep. Jim Hill 
(R-Moody), will move the 
2024 municipal elections 
to 2025, essentially giving 
current leaders an extra year 
of service. The five-year term 
will only be in place one time. 
Gov. Kay Ivey signed the bill 
into law in April.

Boaz City Clerk Jill Bright 
said she believes the change 
will put more focus on the 
local elections, keeping them 
from being overshadowed by 
national races. 

“It will make is easier for 
the citizens to realize that 
there are municipal races,” 
Bright said. “I think it will put 
more attention on the local 
races.”

She said the changes in 
election schedules will not 
affect local city clerks. 

“What we do will remain 
pretty much the same,” she 
said. “It just will be moved 
out a year later now.”

Lorelei Lein with the Ala-
bama League of Municipali-
ties said the idea has been in 
the works for some time, and 
the pandemic made it clear 
the change was needed.

Lein said the decision was 
made to lengthen the current 
term by one year rather than 
shorten the terms of elected 
officials to avoid any potential 

constitutional issues.
Marshall County Pro-

bate Judge Andrea LeCroy 
said holding the municipal 
elections at the same time 
as national races makes 
getting ballot machines and 
supplies difficult. 

“It is so hard to get all 
supplies and ballots and 
voting machines,” LeCroy 
said. 

“Programing voting 
machines is hard with all 
those races. You have a 
presidential primary, a run-

off, municipal election and 
runoff and then a general 
election … at the end were 
several races there together. 
It’s hard to get the machines 
all reprogramed.”

LeCroy said the bill 
moves the qualification 
process for candidates from 
July to June, which helps 
voters and those working 
local elections, such as city 
and county clerks. 

Eleven cities statewide 
not impacted by the bill 
include Scottsboro, Hunts-

ville and Gadsden locally, 
and cities such as Auburn, 
Bessemer, Dothan, Mobile, 
Montgomery, Mountain 
Brook, Talladega and Tus-
caloosa.

Under the old system, 
there were six separate 
elections that could be held 
between March and No-
vember of designated years. 
The presidential cycle has a 
primary in March, potential 
primary runoff in July and 
general election in Novem-
ber. This ran concurrent 

See Elections t Page A5

Former CSFO 
steals over $20,000


