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After delays and false starts, the new Boaz Rec Center is officially open to the public. The center began with a 
soft opening this week with hours from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Access to the indoor and outdoor pools is $5 per per-
son per day — there is a yearly membership pass option — but anyone can use the indoor gym and walking 
track for free. The rec center also offers four private rooms for meetings and parties as well as concessions. 

New Boaz Rec Center 
officially opens to public
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The Word
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out, when 
the times of refreshing shall come from 
the presence of the Lord.

– Acts 3:19, KJV

Web Poll
Would you rather read a book or watch 
a movie?

twitter.com/smrnews
SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Top volleyballers

Four teams recognized in preseason 
volleyball rankings.

See Page B1

Letters  Readers write in about SMPA complaints, COVID | See A8 

COVID 

makes a 

comeback

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Like much of the country, 

Alabama has been seeing a 
resurgence of COVID-19 os-
tensibly due to the more easily 
transmis-
sible Delta 
variant, 
which 
has been 
reported in 
42 cases 
so far 
in north 
Alabama.  
Hospital-
izations 
are up 
while vaccinations against the 
virus remain low compared to 
other states. 

However, that may be 
changing. As more local, state 
and federal officials double 
their efforts to encourage vac-
cination, the state has seen a 
steady increase in the vacci-
nation rate, from 7.8% fully 
vaccinated in March to now 
around 35%, still well below 
the national rate of 50.5%.

What may be more encour-
aging is the majority of the 
older, more vulnerable pop-
ulation in Alabama has re-
ceived at least one dose of the 
vaccine, which according to 
the CDC does provide some 
protection against the corona-
virus. 

According to the Alabama 
Department of Public Health, 
more than 76% of people 
age 75 and over have been 
vaccinated as well as 74% of 
65 to 74-year-olds and 56% 
of 50-to-64-year-olds. That 
closely mirrors Marshall 
County’s elderly vaccination 
rate with 78.8%, 73.8% and 
53.5%, respectively, as of 
Friday. 

However, the majority of 
people under the age of 50 
remain unvaccinated, which 
may be contributing to the rise 
in hospitalizations. Marshall 
Medical Centers reported a 
total of 30 inpatients with 

Majority of elderly in 

Alabama vaccinated
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Inmate’s death raises questions

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
As a Guntersville family 

mourns the loss of a loved 
one, they are 
also seeking 
answers in 
his death last 
weekend. 

Travis 
Banks, 32, of 
Guntersville, 
died early 
Saturday 
while in the 
custody of 
Guntersville Police. Ac-
cording to Guntersville 
Police Chief Jim Peterson, 
Banks was an inmate at the 
jail when he began trying 

to harm himself while in 
a cell. Officers moved 
him downstairs to an area 
allowing them to more 
closely monitor him. He 
became unresponsive and 
was transported by ambu-
lance to Marshall Medical 
Center North where he was 
later declared dead. Pe-
terson called for a special 
investigation to be con-
ducted by the State Bureau 
of Investigations.

Banks’ family and local 
activist Unique Dunston re-
leased a statement Monday 
demanding the release of 
body cam and jail surveil-
lance footage related to his 
time in jail immediately. 

Dunston cites Banks’ men-
tal health as an issue in the 
case. 

“Travis has been di-
agnosed with mental 
illnesses and due to the 
previous interactions with 
the Guntersville City Jail, 
these diagnoses were well 
known by the department,” 
Dunston said. “The family 
and community deserve 
answers. Like anyone, his 
family wants to know that 
he was treated with care 
that he deserved.”

Dunston also claims fam-
ily members should have 
been notified of Banks’ 
arrest and incarceration due 
to the mental health issues. 

GPD says it has nothing to hide as investigation continues 

Travis
Banks

Remember when ... | A2


