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Darren Mott, a supervi-
sory special agent for the 
Counterintelligence Pro-
gram for the Birmingham 
Division of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations 
(FBI) recently gave a 
presentation about cyber-
security at the Albertville 
Chamber of Commerce 
Growth Session No. 3, 
“Business Fraud Preven-
tion for Owners in Today’s 
Business World.” He spoke 
about how to prevent fraud 
at businesses, how to pro-
tect a business’ information 
and what to look for to pro-
tect personal information. 
He also gave numerous 
examples of fraud taking 
place in today’s business 
environment. 

Mott said passwords 
should not have connection 
or meaning to the person, 
so it’s hard to guess. He 

said to use different pass-
words for each account 
and use two-step verifica-
tions to increase security. 
He said be cautious when 
posting on social media 
and don’t post too much 
personal information. 
When using free Wi-Fi, he 

said it’s easy for anyone to 
steal personal information. 
Backing up information 
to a cloud server is good, 
but he said one should use 
an external hard drive to 
ensure everything will be 
safe. As soon as patch and 
software updates are avail-
able, he said upload them. 
He said even those for 
your mobile device, don’t 
wait, because having all 
the proper security updates 
keeps information secure. 
Most importantly for busi-
nesses, he said to educate 
employees about phishing 
emails, which could direct 
the user to visit a website 
where they are asked to 
update personal informa-
tion, such as a password, 
credit card, social security 
or bank account numbers.

During the growth 
session, members spent 
their lunch break at the 
Albertville Chamber.                
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During the Albertville Chamber of Commerce Growth Session No. 3, “Business Fraud Prevention for Owners 
in Today’s Business World,” Darren Mott, with Birmingham Division of the FBI, spoke about cybersecurity.

Albertville Chamber hosts 

fraud prevention talk with FBI
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Special agent shares 
cybersecurity tips
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The Word
For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth, to shew 
himself strong in the behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward him.

– 2 Chronicles 16:9 (a), KJV

Web Poll
Have you ever been a victim of 
fraud or witnessed a breach 
in cybersecurity?
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Albertville 

native releases 

‘Drag Me Under’

Peyton Gilliland, a young 
singer on the rise, recently 
released her new song, “Drag 
Me Under.”

Ryan Hewitt, GRAMMY 
award-winning engineer, mix-
er and producer, helped create 
the 16-year-old Albertville 
native’s new song and other 
upcoming music. Hewitt has 
worked with Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, Blink-182, Dixie 
Chicks and The Lumineers. 

 “Drag Me Under” is de-
scribed as a no-good relation-
ship and, in the end, recog-
nizing your worth, according 
to Lincoln Parish, former 
Cage The Elephant founding 
member and Peyton’s mentor. 
He said it’s a song that could 
propel Peyton to take the al-
ternative pop genre by storm.

 “Peyton’s got an incredible, 
natural talent and is already 
well beyond her years in 
maturity when it comes to her 
music” Parish said. “Having 
been in the industry from a 
young age, I feel like I can 
relate to what’s going through 
Peyton’s mind on the other 
side of the glass and push her 
to her limit, hopefully getting 
the best out of her. I’m excited 
to see what doors this music 
opens up for Peyton.” 

Peyton first started her 
music career while attending 
school at Marshall Christian. 
She said she would take trips 
to and from Nashville and 
often have to complete home-
work in a hotel room.

“Balancing school and 
music is very hard,” Peyton 
told The Reporter in 2017. 

16-year-old singer aims 

to take alternative pop 

music industry by storm
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Congratulations to our Readers’ Choice $50 Drawing Winner!

Contact The Reporter to claim your prize!

Take Me Home For the Ball Game! ♫

Boaz Foodland 
brings the 

concession 
stand home 

to you.

Boaz , Alabama •  256-593-7206

♫
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PeytonGillilandMusic.com

Peyton Gilliland, 16, of Albertville, 
recently released her new song, “Drag 
Me Under.”
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To prevent security breaches, 
Darren Mott said to be proactive, 
aware and educated on risks.

Sports

Top flight Ty

Cole wins inaugural 
Marshall County Open Championship.
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