
Local leaders 
say curve not 

flattening
By Elizabeth Summers

The Reporter
Facemasks, social distanc-

ing, sanitizing and vigilance 
are the tools left in the toolbox 
for fighting COVID-19, say 
local health officials.

Alabama Department of 
Health Area Administrator 
Judy Smith, Marshall Medical 
Centers Chief Nursing Officer 
Kathy Woodruff and Marshall 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Director Anita 
McBurnett held a briefing 
Wednesday at the Marshall 
County Commission   
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Taking care of me, taking care of you is the message Alabama De-
partment of Health Area Administrator Judy Smithbelieves in and 
shares in her choice of face covering.

COVID-19 continues to rise
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During the Marshall County 
School Boards last meeting 
Thursday, June 18, the board 
approved the donation of sur-
plus equipment from its Child 
Nutrition Program Equipment 
to the Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Department.

Superintendent Cindy Wig-
ley said the equipment includ-
ed a cooler, refrigerators and 
other kitchen appliances, the 
majority of which will come 
from Brindlee Mountain Pri-
mary, which was hit with an 
EF2 in January. 

Assistant Chief Deputy 
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On Friday, Alabamians 
got their first glance at what 
the in-person school expe-
rience will look like as the 
COVID-19 novel corona-
virus epidemic continues to 
spread into the next school 
year. The bottom line from 
State Superintendent Eric 
Mackey is that there’s no 
way to completely remove 
risk of contagion, but stu-
dents and parents have made 
it clear they want school to 
return in August. 

“We aren’t back to nor-
mal so things will look 
different,” Mackey said. 
“No one should think this is 
going to be easy. This will 
be the most difficult school 
year we’ve ever faced and 
the toughest for us to get 
through, but the students are 
counting on us, so we will 
return.”

Among the sights to 
expect:

• Intensified and more fre-
quent disinfecting of school 
facilities and school buses. 

• Social distancing as 

much as possible in class-
rooms, congested hallways, 
in school cafeterias and on 
school buses.

• Improvements to dis-
tance learning (many sys-
tems were suddenly thrust 
unexpected into virtual 

learning when schools shut 
down in the spring, but 
investments have been made 
in improving the curriculum 
and expanding the distribu-
tion of tablet computers), 
which will still be an option 
available for any parents 
who still have concerns 
about the safety of in-person 
instruction. 

• Expansion of wifi on 
school buses to accommo-
date children who do not 
have access to the Inter-
net available at home and 
increasing the number of 
hot spots in rural areas of 
the state, including at public 
libraries.

• Cleaning of footballs, 
basketballs and volleyballs 
as frequently as is plausible 
for contact sports, along 
with players and parents 
distancing farther from one 
another on sidelines and in 
stadiums (similar to what 
was done at the recent grad-
uation ceremonies). 

• At competitive sport-
ing events, schools may be 
subject to the rules set in 
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State Superintendent Eric Mackey said Friday parents have made it clear 
they want their children back in  school this fall.
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What school may look like County 
animal 

shelter on 
hold

Work on the Marshall 
County Animal Shelter has 
been placed on hold after a 
contractor reported a mistake 
on his bid. 

During a meeting Wednes-
day, Commission Chairman 
James Hutcheson said offi-
cials with Complete Construc-
tion of Albertville submitted 
a letter requesting their bid be 
withdrawn. A sub-contractor 
had failed to include $44,000 
in costs to build drains.

“We have no choice but to 
rescind the bids, and rebid the 
project,” Hutcheson said. 

Commissioners had accept-
ed the $289,250 bid in late 
May.

At the time, County Engi-
neer Bob Pirando said initial 
estimates for the renovation 
cost exceeded $312,000. After 
renovations are complete, the 
facility should contain up to 
77 kennels. The project will 
be paid for out of the Capital 
Improvement Fund.

In the meantime, Hutcheson 
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The Word
And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at; but now com-
mandeth all menevery where to 
repent.

– Acts 17:30, KJV

A8 | Albertville builds largest plane hangar to date.

Obituaries
Infant Dante Rhys Galaviz
Mac Crosson
Sarah Satterfield
Willidean Brown Lynch
Terry Wayne Tripp

See Page A3

Web Poll
Are you comfortable with the plan by 
the State Superintendent of School to 
reopen school in August for in-person 
learning?
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State school and health leaders say Alabama Schools could 

look different when students return in late August
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There are some days 
where only a steak will do.
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Sheriff’s Office 
receives kitchen 
equipment from 
county BOE
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