
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

An Albertville man 
was sentenced to 20 
years in 
prison 
Monday 
after being 
found 
guilty of 
child sex 
abuse 
charges in 
May.

Dan-
iel Herring, 37, was 
convicted of sexually 
abusing his then 6-year-
old niece at his home 
on multiple occasions 
in 2017. The jury 
deliberated 15 minutes 
following three days of 
testimony May 12-14. 

He slumped in a chair 
facing away from the 
victim and her fam-
ily during Monday’s 
sentencing. Dressed in 

orange jail clothing, 
his hands were shack-
led in front of him. 
His parents, Eddy and 
Elizabeth Herring, sat 
quietly in the back of 
the courtroom. 

The 10-year-old 
victim, surrounded by 
her mother, brother, and 
Fitzgerald II or “Fitz,” 
a facility dog, cried 
when Herring was led 
into the courtroom. She 
cried and held on to her 
mother for comfort. 

During the hearing 
in front of Judge Chris 
Abel, the victim and her 
mother read victim’s 
impact statements. As-
sistant District Attorney 
Jennifer Bray argued 
for the maximum sen-
tence against Herring. 

“I’m scared a lot of 
times,” the victim said 
as she clutched a sheet 
of notebook paper in 

Convicted child sex abuser 
sentenced to 20 years

Metro

August is here, which means school is about to be back in session. Albertville City School students return to the classroom today 
followed by DeKalb County schools on Friday, Aug. 6,  Marshall County Schools on Tuesday, Aug. 10, Guntersville City Schools and 
Boaz City Schools on Wednesday, Aug. 11, Etowah County Schools on Thursday, Aug. 12. Each system is operating under its own 
COVID-19 safety guidelines encouraging social distancing, sanitization, vaccination and optional wearing of masks. See your 
school’s complete 2021-2022 calendar inside.

See Tyson t Page A3

               See Abuser t Page A5

Back to school

Walnut Grove native 
runs for state rep

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Jamie Grant is 
excited to announce 
his candidacy for 
Alabama State 
House of Represen-
tatives District 29. 

A Walnut Grove 
native and com-
bat veteran, Grant 
served 22 years 
with the Alabama 
National Guard and 

20th Special Forc-
es Group (A) as a 
Senior Communi-
cations Intelligence 
Advisor. Following 
multiple deploy-
ments in a combat 
zone, Grant earned 
the Purple Heart, 
Army Commenda-
tion Medal, Combat 
Action Badge and 
the Global War on 
Terrorism Service 
Medal, among oth-
ers. He retired as a 
Master Sergeant.

 While assigned to 
the Alabama Na-
tional Guard Coun-
terdrug Program, 
Grant worked as 
a criminal analyst 
with several federal 
and local law en-
forcement agencies 
including Etowah, 

Calhoun and Cher-
okee counties. 
Grant dedicated two 
decades to battling 
the war on drugs 
in various commu-
nities, educating 
students on the 
harmful effects of 
drug abuse through 
youth programs 
and retiring from 
the Counterdrug 
Program as a Senior 
Criminal Analyst. 
His contributions 
and advocacy were 
recognized with 
the Alabama Dis-
tinguished Service 
Medal. 

 Grant was elected 
to represent District 
3 on the Etowah 
County Commis-
sion and currently 
serves as Commis-
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Trump plans ‘Save the Nation’ 
rally in Cullman | See A4

The Word
Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: Fear God, and 
keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.
For God shall bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil.

– Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, KJV
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Web Poll
Are you ready for the new school year 
to start?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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TIME TO EXPAND YOUR BUSINESS?

It’s Time To Talk With Our Lenders.
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Daniel
Herring

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Tyson Foods an-
nounced Tuesday it 
would be requiring 
its team members at 
U.S. office locations, 
to be fully vaccinated 
by Oct. 1, of this year. 
All other team mem-
bers, including those 
here locally on Sand 
Mountain, are required 
to be fully vaccinated 
by Nov. 1, subject to 
ongoing discussions 

with locations repre-
sented by unions. 

This action makes 
Tyson Foods the larg-
est U.S. food company 
to require COVID-19 
vaccinations for its en-
tire workforce. Almost 
half of Tyson Foods’ 
U.S. workforce has 
been vaccinated and 
coronavirus infection 
rates among team 
members remain low.

“Getting vaccinated 

Tyson mandates 

COVID vaccine for 

all US employees

Onsite shot clinics scheduled

The Reporter |File

In May 2020, Tyson-Albertville Plant Manager Brad Massen-
gale said safety was most important during the COVID-19 
pandemic, and several precautions were being taken, 
including requiring masks be worn and installing worksta-
tion dividers. All U.S. employees must be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 by November 2021.

Fyffe No.1, Guntersville No. 5
in preseason polls | See B1


