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Albertville City Schools became the third school district in Marshall County to institute a mask mandate 
following Arab and Boaz City Schools. Parent reaction to the requirement has been a mix of approval and 
staunch opposition.

See Kidnapping t Page A4

Mask once moreKidnapping 

suspect 

caught in

Louisiana
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

A kidnapping suspect from 
Albertville was recently ap-
prehended by U.S. Marshals 
in Louisiana 
after running 
from Albert-
ville police for 
nearly three 
days. Armando 
Garcia Morales, 
of Albertville, 
stands accused 
of kidnapping 
a child and 
assaulting the child’s mother 
early Wednesday morning. 

According to Albertville 
Police Chief Jamie Smith, 
Albertville Police responded 
to the 1100 block of Horton 
Road in response to a kidnap-
ping call at about 4:36 a.m. 
Wednesday. 

Responding officers deter-
mined had forced his way into 
the home, physically assaulted 
the unnamed female victim 
and took her 11-month-old 
child from the home. The 
victim suffered minor injuries 
and did not seek medical treat-
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Probate 
satellite 
office 

coming 
to Boaz

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

Renewing your driver’s 
license can be a hassle, espe-
cially if you have to wait in a 
long line. That’s why Marshall 
County Probate Judge Andrea 
Lecroy recently proposed add-
ing a probate satellite office in 
Boaz to help lessen the load 
on existing offices and better 
serve the community.

The county currently has 
two satellite tag offices in ad-
dition to the main office at the 
Marshall County Courthouse 
in Guntersville. The first 
satellite office was installed in 
Arab in 2002 followed by the 
second in Albertville in 2005.

“That took traffic off from 
the courthouse here in Gun-
tersville,” Lecroy said. “It 
made it more convenient 
for those citizens out in the 
county.”

Lecroy said nearly every 
citizen of Marshall County 
will visit one of the probate 
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The Word
But I say unto you, That every 
idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment.

– Matthew 12:36, KJV

Boaz celebrates opening of Courtyard on Main | See A8

Obituaries
Amanda Carol Parish
Joe Kinney
Mary Lou Rogers
Roy Chamblee ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
Are you in favor of students wearing 
masks in school?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Albertville City Schools issues 
mask mandate as COVID cases rise
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By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

On Wednesday, Albert-
ville City Schools became 
the third school district in 
Marshall 
County to 
institute a 
mask man-
date for all 
students 
and staff. 
Superinten-
dent Boyd 
English said 
the decision 
came after the number of 
reported COVID cases 
among students more than 
doubled within the first 
few days of the new school 
year.

“Prayerfully, our chil-
dren recover quickly, but 
we want to do everything 
in our power to limit the 
spread of the delta variant 
and get everybody back in 
that traditional classroom,” 
English told The Reporter. 

He said ACS went into 

the 2021-2022 school year 
with a “post-COVID mind-
set,” meaning it would do 
its best to keep students in 
classrooms and in a normal 
routine while also staying 
safe and healthy. As classes 
began a staggered start 
on Aug. 4, masks were 
mandatory for students on 
buses but optional every-
where else, unlike Arab 
City Schools and Boaz 
City Schools, which began 
the school year with an in-
door mask mandate already 
in place.

“We made the decision to 
start optional, and based on 
the data and the results that 
we were seeing in Albert-
ville, Marshall County and 
within our system, we felt 
like we reached that thresh-
old [to require masks].”

According to the school’s 
reporting, on Aug. 9, seven 
students tested positive for 
COVID-19 out of 5,946 
total. Two teachers also 
reportedly tested posi-

tive. Two days later, on 
Aug. 11, the number of 
COVID-positive students 
more than doubled to 17 
along with five infected 
teachers. English said these 
numbers did not include 
other non-teaching staff 
members or students who 
are suspected of having 
COVID absent a forthcom-
ing negative test result. 
Due to those numbers, the 
school system moved from 
“Alert Level 0” to “Alert 
Level 1” of its four-tiered 
COVID alert status, which 
includes mask wearing 
indoors with traditional 
instruction. Alert Level 
2 and 3 involve hybrid 
scheduling, including 
virtual learning, alternating 
in-person attendance and 
complete shutdowns.  

Parent reactions to the 
mask mandate have, so far, 
been mixed. Comments on 
the school system’s Face-
book page were turned off 
on mask-related posts by 
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Marshall 

County 

departments 

ask for budget 

increases
By ANTHONY CAMPBELL

Special to The Reporter

It’s budget time for the 
Commission and county de-
partment heads aren’t holding 
back when it comes to asking 
for increases.

The Marshall County Com-
mission has tried to grow the 
services it offers the citizens, 
give annual pay raises to em-
ployees and keep their health 
insurance premiums low and 
update facilities like they’re 
doing now at the county jail. 
Commission chairman James 
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