
By NICKIE SIMPSON
The Reporter

At the recent Marshall 
County Commission 
meeting, Sheriff Phil Sims 
gave an update on the 
renovations at the Marshall 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) and jail.

Even though the con-
struction on the roof is al-
most completed, Sims said 
the MCSO has a new issue 
coming down the “pipe.” 
The plumbing had a major 
leak, and he said it forced 

MCSO 
deputies to 
leave their 
offices and 
relocate to a 
conference 
room.

“The dep-
uties’ room, 
the first 
floor — a 

lot of the plumbing gave 
way,” Sims said. “We’ve 
had a lot of sewage — 
shower water has flooded 
that area and coming there 

from the ceilings. We’ve 
had to move all the dep-
uties into our conference 
room and kind of make it 
into a makeshift deputies’ 
control room because of 
all that. So, that part of the 
building is not going to 
be utilized anymore until 
something is repaired.”

According to Sims, the 
MCSO would be able to 
“fast track” the renova-
tions if it had a firm with 
a project manager with 
experience building jails 

Marshall County Commission hires project 
manager to handle office, jail renovations 

See Jail t Page A7
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The Word
Put on therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meek-
ness, longsuffering;

– Colossians 3:12, KJV

Web Poll
What do you look forward to most at 
this year’s Harvest Festival in Boaz?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports
Get ready for Friday

The Reporter unveils its winning picks 
for the week.

See Page B1

INSIDE Burglar injures DeKalb woman, charged | A4 

Marshall County 
BOE approves 
2020 budget

By DANIEL TAYLOR
The Reporter

The Marshall County Board 
of Education (MCBOE) met 
three times Thursday, Sept. 
26, to discuss and approve 
a budget for the 2019-2020 
fiscal year. 

Marshall County Chief 
School Finance Officer Laura 
Howard presented the budget 
to the board, highlighting key 
revenue and expense items, 
the most notable of which 
was paying off a 30-year bond 
issue. 

The Public School and 
College Authority bond issue 
with the State of Alabama 
had a remaining balance of 
$30 million when Howard 
started working with Marshall 
County in 2004. Since then, 
the bond has been a $700,000 
drain on the school system’s 
yearly budget. 

Now that it is paid off, the 
money that would have gone 
to paying it will be rolled into 
capital outlay funds, which 
are currently being put toward 
maintenance salaries and util-
ities. This will allow Marshall 

Transportation, teacher 
salaries among largest 

expenses
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Flames break out 
in Attalla warehouse

ATTALLA — A massive industrial fire broke out 
Monday, Sept. 30, at a warehouse in Attalla, prompting 
a response from all fire departments in Etowah County 
and more than 10 surrounding counties — including 
one from more than 100 miles away in Muscle Shoals 
— according to Marc Golden, logistics section chief of 
the Gadsden/Etowah County EMA.           See Flames | A4
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The Reporter
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Sheriff’s Office floods

The Reporter | File
The 55th Annual Boaz Harvest Festival begins tomorrow at 8 a.m. and runs through Saturday in the down-
town area. More than 100 vendors are expected to line Main Street and there will be many more “can’t miss” 
events. Look inside today’s issue of The Reporter for the special section spotlighting 2019 Boaz Harvest 
Festival.
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The Marshall County Board of Educa-
tion looks over the 2020 budget.

STAFF REPORTS
The DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office 

responded to three suicides within a 
24-hour period Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Sept. 25-26, bringing the number 
of suicides to five in one week. Addi-
tionally, two attempted suicides were 
reported Wednesday morning.

“This is a higher rate than normal,” 
DeKalb County Sheriff Nick Welden 
said. “We would like to ask everyone 
to check on your friends, neighbors 
and loved ones who may be having a 
hard time or have withdrawn from oth-

ers. Letting them know that someone 
cares may save their life.”

“It saddens us that so many of our 
citizens have found themselves at the 
point in life that they feel they need to 
end it,” Welden said. “No matter how 
bad things get, it can get better. You 
just have to keep going.

“These incidents not only take a toll 
on the families and friends involved, 
but also our deputies and investiga-
tors,” he continued. “Each incident has 
to be thoroughly investigated. We wish 
that there was more we could do to 

prevent them instead of investigating 
the aftermath.”

The Alabama suicide rate has in-
creased since 1999 to 2016 by 21.9%, 
according to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The number for the National Hotline 
for Suicide Prevention is 1-800-273-
8255 and can be called any time, day 
or night. For more information or to 
chat with a counselor, visit suicidepre-
ventionlifeline.org. DeKalb County 
residents can also call the sheriff’s 
office for help at 256-845-3801.

5 suicides in DeKalb last week

55th annual 

Boaz Harvest 
Festival

starts Friday

Celebrating the history and heritage of Boaz’s 55th annual Harvest Festival
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