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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Former Albertville Mayor 

Carl Pruett has died. 
Pruett served as Albert-

ville’s mayor for one term 
from 2004-08. He died June 
16 following a brief illness. 

He is being remembered as 
a man passionate about his 
family, faith and city.

“Carl was a tremendous 
man,” said former Mount 
Calvary Pastor Brent Roe. 
“He liked to work behind the 
scenes. He never did anything 
for the accolades. 

“Carl was Albertville 
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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Two men shot at Mueller 

early Tuesday morning 
continue to recover at Er-
langer Hospital in Chatta-
nooga. 

Facebook posts from the 
families of Issac Byrd and 
Casey Sampson indicate 
both men have undergone 
surgery and face possible 
paralysis.

Byrd and Sampson were 
shot at about 2:30 a.m. 
Tuesday by fellow employ-
ee Andreas “Andy” Deon 
Horton, 34, of DeKalb 
County. Horton also fatally 

shot Michael Lee Dobbins 
and David Lee Horton (of 
no relation to Andreas Hor-
ton), both of Boaz. 

Andreas Horton was 
found dead in his Jeep 
Grand Cherokee in Gun-
tersville at about 6 a.m. 
Tuesday. Police believe 
he died by a self-inflict-
ed gunshot wound to the 
head. A variety of weapons 
were discovered inside his 
vehicle, which was found 
parked on Carlisle Avenue 
in Guntersville near the 
city’s cemetery.

Mueller’s plant remains 
closed this week as police 

continue their investigation 
into the shooting.

Isaac Byrd
Isaac Byrd’s mother 

Louise stated Issac, 22, 
suffered significant injuries 
to his spinal cord in the 
shooting. He was shot four 
times, according to Cross-
roads Assembly of God 
Church members. 

“The doctor finished 
surgery for now,” Louise 
wrote late Tuesday night. 

“Isaac will need more 
surgeries, but he did well. 
The bullet really messed up 
his spine. He will return to 
the room with a breathing 

Contributed photos

Michael Lee Dobbins (top, right) and David Lee Horton (top, left), both of Boaz, were killed in the shooting 
at Mueller on Tuesday. Casey Sampson (bottom, left) and Issac Byrd (bottom, right) continue to recover at 
Erlanger Hospital in Chattanooga after suffering multiple gun shot wounds.

Praying for Mueller

Crossville kids 
get hands-on 
with hot air

By CHANCE COFIELD

The Reporter
On the morning of Thurs-

day, June 17, if you looked 
into the sky over Crossville, 
you might have seen a rare, 
colorful sight as the Cross-
ville Elementary 21st Century 
Summer Program/Literacy 
Camp blew up a hot air bal-
loon for students to enjoy at 
camp.

A Geraldine native and Ger-
aldine High School graduate, 
Jeff Maddox, works with 
Gone With The Wind Balloon 
Company. Maddox came out 
to elementary school to show 
off the balloon as a fun expe-
rience for the kids at camp.

This year’s camp theme is 
space/aeronautics and in-
cludes activities that improve 
their skills and knowledge in 
S.T.E.M. (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math) 
and coding. They also had 
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1st responders recount scene 
at Mueller shooting | See A7

Local teams compete at A’ville 
playdate | See B1

The Word

For all the law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in this; Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.

– Galatians 5:14, KJV

Obituaries
Michael Lee Dobbins
Belinda Ann Freeman Tillery
Sam Bridges
Marc Malone ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
What’s your favorite summertime treat?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.

Index
Announcements .................A2
Obituaries ..........................A3
Arrests ...............................A4
Father’s Day ......................A8
Sports ................................B1
Classifieds .........................B2
Entertainment ....................B7

 

 

 

Volume 66, No. 49
Weather Forecast
With data from the 
National Weather Service. To

da
y

79°

High Low Precipitation

68° 50% Su
nd

ay

81°

High Low Precipitation

70° 60%

  SINCE 1955                                                                                            Get breaking news updates, manage your subscription, place an advertisement and read the e-edition at SandMountainReporter.com

 

Mueller shooting survivors face possible 
paralysis as they recover from surgery
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Happy 
Juneteenth!

Today is Juneteenth, the 
day commemorating the offi-
cial end to slavery in America 
when, in 1865, Major Gen. 
Gordon Granger marched 
his Union troops to Galves-
ton, Texas, and announced 
the Civil War was over and 
all slaves were now free. On 
Thursday, Gov. Kay Ivey offi-
cially made Juneteenth a state 
holiday following President 
Joe Biden’s signing a bill de-
claring it a federal holiday.

The Reporter | Chance Cofield

Students at Crossville Elementary 
School’s summer camp watch as a hot 
air balloon inflates.
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File

Carl Pruett served as Albertville’s 
mayor for one term from 2004-08.


