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By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

On Tuesday, the 
Albertville City 
School Board ap-
proved the quoted 
bid of $62,000 for 
Larry Hillsman 
Painting to perform 
exterior painting 
services for the 
Albertville High 
School buildings. 
This decision came 
after the school 
board was found to 
have violated proper 
bid law regarding the 
painting project.

According to risk 

notification docu-
ments provided by 
the school board 
related to the School 
Fiscal Accountabil-
ity Act, Superinten-
dent Boyd English 
was found to be in 
noncompliance with 

certain fiscal man-
agement policies for 
failing to properly 
bid out the services 
before it was ap-
proved in the board’s 
budget. The transac-
tion took place be-
tween June 28-July 
26 of this year.

As a corrective 
action, payment 
was withheld from 
the vendor until the 
project was fully ap-
proved by the board, 
and all departments 
will be retrained on 
bid law, the docu-
ment stated.

Follow us on social media 
and find more stories 

and photos at 
sandmountainreporter.com!

SPORTS EXTRA:  High School 
2021 football kicks off!
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Billy Chumley
James “Brad” McLeod
Karon J. Owens ...
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The Word
Them that sin rebuke before all, that 
others also may fear.

– 1 Timothy 5:20, KJV

Web Poll
What’s your favorite season?
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Sports Extra

Game of  the week

Albertville suffers big loss to Arab in 
season opener.                See Page C2
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Marshall County halts jury trials 
due to rising COVID cases

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Rising numbers of 
COVID-19 cases have 
brought jury trials to a halt 
in Marshall County. 

Circuit Judge Chris Abel 
said all trials will be sus-
pended through September.

“We will re-evaluate then 
and determine what we 
will do with the remainder 
of cases slated through the 
end of the year,” Abel said 
Friday morning. 

All civil and criminal jury 
trials will be affected, he 
said. 

“On my side, that only 
meant six cases were put 
off,” he said. 

Abel said COVID-19 
numbers are on the rise, 
and he is leery of bringing 
150 to 200 people into the 
courthouse.

“Jury trials bring together 
a lot of people that other-
wise wouldn’t be in the 
courthouse,” Abel said. 

“It means bringing too 
many people together in 
close proximity.”

He said he has instructed 
clerks not to send out jury 
summons for September. 
In mid to late September, 
summons may be sent out 
for a trial set for early Oc-
tober. However, Abel said if 

COVID numbers are still up 
he may opt to delay sum-
mons and the trial.

In the meantime, Abel 
said various types of hear-
ings, updates and pleas will 
be heard keeping the court 

system moving. 
“We will keep things mov-

ing along,” he said. “Cases 
may be resolved, pleas 
entered and hearings held all 
while trials are suspended.”

Abel will require masks 

Metro

Circuit Judge Chris Abel said all trials will be suspended through September.

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

After six “long” months of negotiations, the 
Town of Sardis City has annexed more than 58 
acres of property into the city limits, including 
private land and a Dollar General.

Mayor Russell Amos said he worked on the 
deal for months and was happy to see it finally 
come through since it will bring added tax reve-
nue to the city.

The private 58 acres of land corners Son John-
son and Leeth Gap Roads and lies between the 
former city limits and the Dollar General, which 
is located at 5943 Leeth Gap Road.

Amos said the city would start collecting 
tax revenues on the newly annexed properties 
beginning in October. He added that the own-
ers of Dollar General were looking forward to 
being able to now rely on the Sardis City Police 

Sardis City 
annexes 58 acres, 

Dollar General
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