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Crowds will pour in to 
watch boats race and bands 
take the stage in celebration 
of the Guntersville Lake 
HydroFest this weekend.

Guntersville Lake Hy-
droFest will feature four 
classes of hydroplanes and 
two concerts, according to 
Katy Norton, president of 
the Marshall County Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau.  
She said the weekend of 
racing would open along 
Sunset Drive on Friday, 
June 28, with testing and 
qualifying. Competitive 
racing would take place 
Saturday and Sunday, June 
29-30, with pits located at 
Browns Creek Jaycee Ramp 
and John Stewart Ramp at 
Tom Jackson Park, she said. 
A free kid’s zone with wa-
terslides, static displays and 
food vendors will round out 
the weekend. 

This year, she said Hy-
droFest has more racing 
with the addition of two 
tunnel boat series races. 
HydroFest organizers have a 
partnership with Powerboat 
Nationals, which she said 
would bring the additional 
boat classes to the 2019 

race weekend. She said 
Powerboat Nationals would 
field ProTunnel1 (PT1) and 
ProTunnel2 (PT2) series 
races, H1 Unlimited would 
be the marquee series and 
the Grand Prix World class 
would compete again this 
year. Both H1 and Grand 
Prix races proved competi-
tive and ran at speeds in ex-
cess of 150 mph during last 
summer’s event, she said.

“The additional boat 
classes will fill down time 
and will add excitement to 
our already packed week-
end,” Norton said. “This is 
the year to purchase a pit 

pass because there will be 
two stops and four different 
types of racing boats to see. 
The pit passes will get you 
up close and personal with 
the boats, teams and driv-
ers.”

Norton said in partnership 
with the City of Gunters-
ville, both Friday night and 
Saturday night concerts 
would be held inside the 
event venue at the beach 
area on Sunset Drive.

According to Norton, 
Grammy-Award winning 
artist Zach Williams will 
take the stage Friday. She 
said as a contemporary 

Christian artist, Williams hit 
No. 1 with his first two sin-
gles, “Chain Breaker” and 
“Old Church Choir.” She 
said his debut album, Chain 
Breaker, earned Williams a 
Grammy and a nomination 
on Billboard Music Awards 
for best album in 2018. 
Williams is currently open-
ing across the country for 
Casting Crowns.

Norton said Saturday 
night’s concert would be 
a 70s reunion when two 
of the of the era’s biggest 
music bands, Orleans and 
Firefall, take the stage. She 
said Orleans is an American 
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Obituaries
Harold Lee Lacy
Janice Patterson
Marvin Sebastian
William Harold Jenkins
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The Word
Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid.

– John 14:27, KJV

Web Poll
Will you be going to Guntersville Lake 
HydroFest this weekend?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Wildcat basketball
New coach settles on roster for 
2019-2020
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Marshall County reaches record unemployment rate

Marshall County’s unemployment 
rate is at an all-time low.  

Marshall County Economic De-
velopment Council President and 
CEO Matt Arnold said May unem-
ployment numbers, released Friday, 
June 21 by the Alabama Department 
of Labor, show Marshall County’s 
unemployment rate is 2.3%. This is 
the second lowest in the state behind 
only Shelby County at 2.1%. The last 
time it fell this low was in 2008 when 

it reached 2.5%.
While breaking the record may 

seem like great news, it can be an is-
sue when recruiting business, Arnold 
said.

 “It’s a good problem to have,” 
Arnold said. “Traditionally, this has 
been like the kiss of death for other 
areas because companies they’re 
trying to recruit won’t come if they 
don’t feel like there’s a potential 
workforce there.”

But, Arnold said the county is 
taking steps improving the workforce 

DeKalb deputies seize 400 grams of meth 
More than 400 grams 

of methamphetamine 
was found during a 
recent drug raid in 
DeKalb County.

The DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Office Nar-
cotics Unit conducted 
a search warrant at a 
property on County 

Road 
3, near 
Cross-
ville, 
around 
2:30 
p.m. 
Sunday, 
June 23, 
DeKalb 
County 

Sheriff Nick Welden 
said.

As a result of the 
search, more than 400 
grams of methamphet-
amine were located 
at the residence, and 
Johnny DeWayne Cro-
ley, 42, of Crossville, 
was arrested. Welden 
said Croley was taken 

to the DeKalb County 
Detention Center and 
charged with traffick-
ing methamphetamine 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Weldon 
said additional charges 
could be pending.

The raid included 
the DeKalb County 
Narcotics Unit, DeKalb 

County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, ALEA State Drug 
Task Force, Marshall 
County Drug Task 
Force, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s Safe 
Streets Task Force, 
Boaz Police Depart-
ment and Guntersville 
Police Department, he 
said.

 “Very proud of 
our narcotics unit for 
organizing this raid and 
their ability to coordi-
nate major arrests such 
as this with our federal 
partners,” Welden said.
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Powerboat Nationals

Powerboat Nationals will field ProTunnel1 (PT1) and ProTunnel2 (PT2) series races during Guntersville Lake 
HydroFest this weekend. The three-day event runs Friday-Sunday.

Back on the water

Johnny
Croley
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Matt Arnold says low unemployment could be  a 
problem, but “it’s a good problem to have.”
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Marshall County revs up for Guntersville Lake HydroFest
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