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By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
One local artist’s effort to show 

support for those affected by 
the EF2 tornado that bounded 
through Boaz on Easter Sunday, 
April 12, has turned into a major 
fundraising campaign and given 
hope to the community. 

Abbi Underwood, of Albert-
ville, has been flooded with re-
quests for T-shirts with her Pray 
for Boaz design — which depicts 
an illustration of a tornado along-
side the words “Pray for Boaz” 
and “God is Bigger” — after she 

Albertville woman creates 

T-shirts for Boaz storm relief

Special to The Reporter

Abbi Underwood, of Albertville, holds 
up the Pray for Boaz T-shirt she 
designed. She’s selling the shirts to 
help raise funds for storm victims.
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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Though their home was 

blown off its foundation 
and left in shambles, Destry 
Cornelius and his family are 
all safe after an EF2 tornado 
ripped through Boaz on Eas-
ter Sunday.

The 36-year-old said his 
life, as well as the lives 
of his wife, Donna, and 
12-year-old son, Jonas, were 
spared “only by the grace of 
God.”

Before the winds began 
to rage that evening, Destry 
said he knew there was a 
chance for severe weather. 
Earlier in the day, he sat on 
the front porch and had a 
conversation with God.

“I remember saying, ‘If 
it’s my last day on Earth, let 
me honor you regardless,’” 
he said.

Today, the steps to their 
back porch set where his 
front porch used to be. The 
front porch is gone.

When alerts and sirens be-
gan to sound off for tornado 
warnings around 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, Destry said he im-
mediately jumped to action. 
He quickly got his son and 
dogs to join him in a closet 
to brace for the storm.

“Jonas was taking a 
shower at the time,” Destry 
recalled. “I remember hol-
lering for him and he said, 
‘I’m taking a shower.’ I said, 
‘Not anymore you’re not!’”

After his son was clothed, 

Destry had Jonas strap on a 
baseball helmet.

Rather than joining the 
rest of the family, Donna 
elected to stay in the kitchen 
and fix something to eat, 
Destry said.

“I’ve always tried to be re-
spectful of storms and take 
shelter,” he said. 

Destry’s parents had a 
tornado damage their home 
in the 1980s. 

“My wife’s relatively 

nonchalant when it comes to 
storms.”

While sheltered in the 
closet, Destry said Donna 
went to the door of the back 
porch and was able to get a 
five-second video of the tor-
nado before the storm door 
was ripped from her hands. 
He said she immediately ran 
to join them in the closet, 
but never made it.

Before Donna could get 
to the closet, the tornado 

briefly picked up their home 
of 13 years.

“She said she rode the 
house like a surf board,” 
Destry said.

Seconds later, the roof 
was torn away and the 
ceiling fell on top of her. 
Destry and Jonas, who were 
in the closet at the time, had 
no idea until she told them 
what happened later.

From the closet, Destry 
said he knew it was about to 

Contributed Photos

The Cornelius family’s home of 13 years was ripped apart by the EF2 tornado that blew through Boaz on Easter 
Sunday. Donna Cornelius (pictured bottom, left) stands with her Jeep, one of many things the storm damaged.

Boaz man recounts night of devastating twister

Weathering the aftermath

Obituaries
Martha G. Oliver
Edwin Byron Allison
Lisa Denette Littlefield
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By NICKIE SIMPSON

The Reporter
There has been an 

increase of domestic vi-
olence calls and arrests 
in Marshall County due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, according to the 
Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Office (MCSO).

MSCO Assistant 
Chief Deputy Steve 
Guthrie said since 
residents are “cooped 
up” at home due to the 
stay-at-home orders 

and business closures, 
deputies have seen a 
“tremendous” increase 
in domestic violence. 
He said the night shift 
has reported a signifi-
cant spike in domestic 
violence calls and 
arrests.

Since domestic 
violence is a growing 
concern statewide 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, Attorney 
General Steve Marshall 
and Alabama Coalition 

Domestic violence cases 

rise amidst pandemic 
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Nearly 100 

homes affected 

by tornado
By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
The EF2 tornado that swept 

across Boaz on Easter Sunday 
destroyed at least five homes 
and damaged dozens more.

According to Marshall 
County EMA Director Anita 
McBurnett, there were 93 
homes that were affected 
during the 
storm, as of 
Thursday 
morning.

She said 
5-7 of the 
homes had 
been deemed destroyed; 11 
had suffered major damages; 
16 had minor damages. Mean-
while, 61 homes were affected 
but remain livable.

“Now, these are running to-
tals,” McBurnett said. “These 
numbers are not final and will 
likely change.”

She said it was difficult to 
get into some of the damaged 
areas to make assessments and 

READ MORE
Storm relief 
volunteer center 
set up in Boaz
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The Reporter | Taylor Beck

At least five homes have been deemed 
destroyed in Boaz, as of Thursday’s 
report from the EMA.
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The Word
Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.

– Galatians 5:1, KJV

What’s inside?
• Continued coverage of COVID-19 pandemic
• Boaz approves hazard pay for first responders
• Storm relief volunteer center set up in Boaz
• Local church plants crosses as symbol of hope

Sometimes you just 
need a cupcake!
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