
Blessing 
backpacks 
for needy 
children

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Making sure children have 

food during the weekends 
when school is not in session 
is the goal of Blessings in a 
Backpack. 

In Albertville, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
forced the group to step back 
and rework how they get the 
food to the children. 

Tammy Kilgore, children’s 
minister for LifePoint Church 
in Albertville, said beginning 
after fall break, students in 
need will receive a pre-pack-
aged food allotment weekly 
instead of one packed by hand 
by volunteers. 

“We can’t pack at the Al-
bertville Elementary School 
right now like we used to 
because they clean the school 
in the afternoon and eve-
nings,” Kilgore said. “Plus, 
our local supplier isn’t able to 
supply us like they had been 
due to shortages caused by the 
pandemic.”

Each week, approximately 
300 students in kindergarten 
through fourth grade take 
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A group of protesters lead a protest and march in downtown 
Albertville following a sit-in at the Marshall County Courthouse in 
Guntersville over the removal of Confederate icons.

Property damaged at Confederate protest
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Lee Uithoven (second from right) won the Albertville Chamber of Commerce’s 2019 Citizen of the Year Award.  
For more details and photos, see page A10.
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Citizen of the Year
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Couple starts booming bait 
business| See A8

Moon retires from RSVP | 
See A7

The Word
But let your communication be, 
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatso-
ever is more than these cometh 
of evil.

– Matthew 5:37, KJV

Obituaries
Mairlyn Clemons
Theresa Ditto
Verna Wideman

See Page A3
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Albertville Chamber honors local business, 

community leaders at annual banquet

By DANIEL TAYLOR
The Reporter

Anti-Confederate demon-
strators at the Marshall Coun-
ty Courthouse in Albertville 
nearly had their plans deflated 
Wednesday night when a 
counterprotester allegedly cut 
a hole in their inflatable projec-
tor screen. 

Say Their Names Alabama 
organizer Unique Dunston 
said she was leading a march 
around Albertville and U.S. 
Highway 431 when she got a 
call from her mother, who was 
at the courthouse, about the 
incident. According to Dun-

ston, multiple witnesses saw 
a man pull out a pocket knife 
and cut a hole in the inflatable 
screen. The man then walked 
back into the crowd of coun-
terprotestors before leaving the 
courthouse entirely, she said.

Albertville Assistant Police 
Chief J.T. “Butch” Cartee said 
the incident was handled like 
any other. 

“On Wednesday nights when 
they have a rally or a protest, 
we try to have officers avail-
able, but it depends on our call 
load,” he said. “It is supposed 
to be a peaceful protest, and 
that is what we count on.”

Officers quickly moved in to 
assess the situation and took 
statements from bystanders. 
Cartee said no arrest was made 
at the time of the incident 
because no officer had directly 
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Group holds 
sit-in at 

Neena’s Grill

Web Poll

Do you plan to attend a Halloween 
event this year?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews

Follow us 

on social 

media!

 

Sardis 
suspends 
football 
season

STAFF REPORTS

The Sardis Lions’ 2020 
varsity football season 
ended prematurely due to 
COVID-19.

On Friday morning, Sardis 
High School Principal Wendy 
Gibbs released a statement 
that provided details about 
the suspension of the Li-
ons’ three remaining games, 
including Class 5A, Region 7 
matchups against Crossville 
on Friday night and Fairview 
on Oct. 23. Sardis was sched-
uled to play Hokes Bluff in 
its season finale Oct. 30.

“The administration of 
Sardis High School and the 
superintendent of Etowah 
Schools, in coordination with 
the Alabama Department of 
Public Health and Alabama 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation, announces the suspen-
sion of the remaining varsity 
football athletic contests for 
Sardis High School,” Gibbs 
said.

“The decision was made 
in consultation with the 
ADPH, local medical pro-


