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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
As the voices of Beecher 

Hyde and Chris Watkins 
struck the airwaves Tues-
day morning, it marked the 
60th anniversary of WBSA 
FM 93.5, AM 1300 radio’s 
first broadcast.

WBSA first came on the 
air Oct. 1, 1959, as WAVC. 
Albert Vearl Cicero, of Bir-
mingham, and Ken Sparks, 
of Albertville, were the 
station’s owners, and the 
format was “top 40 rock 
and easy listening.”

Two years later, the 
station was purchased 
by Glenn Cornelius and 
L.D. Bentley, of Oneo-
nta, and the call letters 
were changed to WBSA. 
In 1982, the format was 
changed to focus on South-

ern Gospel music when 
purchased by Lawrence 
Kennamer, of Scottsboro, 
and Bill Huber, of Rains-
ville. It was the first station 
in northeast Alabama with 
a “total Christian” format. 

The Rev. Roger Wat-
kins, who owns the station 
today, bought WBSA in 
1995. The station is the 

only FCC licensed station 
in the City of Boaz.

Boaz Mayor David Dyar 
read a proclamation during 
Tuesday’s 8 a.m. broad-
cast, surrounded by several 
community members, to 
recognize and celebrate the 
radio station’s history.

“WBSA is well-known 
for call and tell, Bible trivia 

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

WBSA FM 93.5, AM 1300 recently celebrated its 60th anniversary. Pictured (from left) are Boaz Mayor David 
Dyar, Chris Watkins, Dawn Templeton and Beecher Hyde. 

Staff, community 
reminisce on

station memories
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WBSA radio celebrates 
60th anniversary
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Obituaries
Gery Boyce Plunkett
Frances Richey
Dr. David Lee Wilson
Marie Cutchen Brooks
Charlotte Bain Ferguson
Eleanor Lambiase
Eugene McClellan ...
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The Word
But ye, beloved, building up yourselves 
on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Ghost,
Keep yourselves in the love of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life.

– Jude 20-21, KJV

Web Poll
How often do you pick up a 
newspaper?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Player of  the Week

Albertville Aggies’ Ben Allen earns 
Week Six honors.

See Page A11

Business  New buffet option at Douglas restaurant|A4 

State sees 

first vaping 

death

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
The Alabama Department of 

Public Health confirmed the 
first vaping-related death in 
the state on Wednesday, Oct. 
2, bringing the total number of 
deaths nationwide to 18 and 
reported illnesses to more than 
1,000, according to the Cen-
ter for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).

As the numbers grow, so 
does the mounting pressure 
for stricter regulations on 
vaping. Many states such 
as Michigan, Ohio, Rhode 
Island, Washington and New 
York have placed a temporary 
ban on selling flavored vaping 
liquids while Massachusetts 
banned all vaping products for 
four months.

The Trump administration 
announced on Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, its plans to regu-
late vaping products, which 
could include a banning of all 
non-tobacco flavored liquids.

On Friday, Sept. 27, the 
CDC released a statement 
saying, while no single cause 
has been linked to all cases, it 

Local vaping shop 
owners react to 

potential flavor ban
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Items being collected for the Arc include: 
Toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, wet wipes, 

baby wipes, bar soap, liquid hand soap, hand sanitizer and lotion. 
Donations for both supply drives can be dropped off at 

The Reporter’s office, located at 

1603 Progress Dr. in Albertville.

The Reporter 
has adopted a United Way project to bring supplies to 

those in need, and this year one of 
our drives includes 

The Marshall County Arc.

256-840-3000United we fight, United we win.

Blount, Marshall, DeKalb schools get $7 million 
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Rep. Wes Kitchens, 
R-Arab, recently announced 
more than $7 million in new 
funding would be made 
available for school security 
enhancements, technology 
upgrades and other needs 
for schools in Blount, Mar-
shall and DeKalb counties.

The new funding, which 
is based on total student 
populations, will be divided 
with $1,469,836 to Marshall 
County Schools, $2,090,968 
to Blount County Schools, 

$2,340,700 
to DeKalb 
County 
Schools, 
$670,025 to 
Arab City 
Schools and 
$508,201 to 
the Schools 
of Gunters-
ville.

“Among the most im-
portant responsibilities of 
legislators is ensuring the 
public safety and protect-
ing our children from harm 

ranks even higher on our 
list of priorities,” Kitchens 
stated. “The $7 million in 
additional state funding 
being awarded to systems 
within my legislative district 
will help implement security 
upgrades and protocols that 
keep our children safe while 
in school and provide the 
technology necessary to pre-
pare them for well-paying, 
long-lasting jobs in the 21st 
Century workforce.

“These funds from the 
Alabama Advancement 

and Technology Fund may 
be used to purchase school 
security equipment and 
enhancements, education 
technology and equipment, 
complete needed repairs and 
maintenance, and upgrade 
school bus fleets.

“Even before this fund-
ing was secured, the Edu-
cation Trust Fund budget 
we passed earlier this year 
provided an increase in new 
teachers being hired, new 
dollars flowing directly into 
the classroom and a salary 
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Wes
Kitchens
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Boaz Mayor David Dyar reads a proclamation over the airwaves to 
recognize WBSA on its 60th anniversary.
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Vape shop owners Gordon Tinsley 
(left) and James Pankey (right) saw a 
dip in sales since reports of deaths.
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