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When Ben Alford, the rector at 

Christ Episcopal Church, looks out of 

his office window, he can see a field 

where he picked cotton as a child. 

As he prepares to retire for the sec-

ond time, he said the four-and-a-half 

years he served at Christ Episcopal 

felt like he had come home. 

“I was at Trinity [Episcopal 

Church] in 2012 when I retired,” 

Alford said. “The diocese knew I was 

coming back to Albertville to visit my 

mother. Christ Episcopal was looking 

for a part-tim
e rector and I visited the 

church and felt like the Lord put us 

together.”
But, Alford said it was a long trip 

to come full circle. He said he felt the 

calling to the ministry in high school 

and college, but his experiences 

with the Boy Scouts of America had 

strengthened his love of the outdoors 

and he embarked on a career in 

forestry after receiving a degree from 

The University of the South. 

He spent two years in the Peace 

Corps teaching forestry in the Do-

minican Republic. During his time 

there, he learned to speak Spanish. 

Alford said after the Peace Corps, he 

became a district manager with the 

Boy Scouts of America. He said he 

would feel the call to the ministry off 

and on while working for the BSA.

He said he and his wife, Lynn, 

eventually moved to Columbus, 

Georgia. While living there Alford 

said he really felt the call to the min-

istry. 
“But, my wife said she hadn’t 

gotten the call yet,” Alford said. “She 

said she married a forester, not a 

priest.”
But, Alford said that soon changed. 

“We had two pastors and she got to 

see different styles of wives,” Alford 

said. “One wife was there every time 

the church doors opened and the 

other wife was only there on Sunday. 

She realized she didn’t have to be the 

cookie cutter pastor’s wife, she could 

still be herself. I think God’s under-

lying message was calling me to be a 

priest, but, he said, ‘You have a lot to 

learn first.’”
So, Alford entered the seminary in 

1984 at the age of 36. In 1987, Alford 

entered the priesthood of the 

By HUCK TREADWELL

The Reporter

Coming full-circle

Alford retires as rector of Christ Episcopal Church in Albertville

The Reporter | Huck Treadwell

Ben Alford, rector at Christ Episcopal Church in Albertville, retired this week. Alford grew up in Albertville and has been 

the rector for the past four-and-a-half years. His final sermon was last Sunday. (Read his column on Page A6).

See Alford t Page A5

The Douglas Eagles 

Cheerleading team soared 

to 11th at the National 

High School Cheerleading 

Championships.

Last weekend, the squad 

competed in the Small 

Varsity Game Day divi-

sion in Orlando, Florida. 

After acing its routine in 

the semi-final round, the 

Eagles advanced to the 

finals and finished 11th in 

the nation. 
Cheer coaches Amie 

Baker and Rylee Chaffin 

were proud of their team’s 

results at nationals and said 

it was a great way to end a 

spectacular season.

“Coach Chaffin and I are 

extremely proud of these 

girls and the way they 

performed their game day 

routine at the regional, state 

and national level,” Baker 

said. “After each competi-

tion, the girls stepped up to 

improve their skills in the 

routine for the next upcom-

ing competition. We have 

all put in so many hours, 

days and months of prac-

ticing, sweating, having 

good days and bad. But 

after it is all said and done, 

Eagles finish 11th in national cheer competition

See Douglas t Page A5

Contributed Photo

The Douglas Eagles Cheerleading team finished 11th at the 

National High School Cheerleading Championships last 

weekend. Pictured in the back (from left) are Lily Brothers, 

Emma Phillips, Ashley Berrey, Rebecca Gilmer, Kylee Millican 

and Virginia Hancock. In front (from left) are Mallory Pritch-

ett, Wendy Jo Harper, Aryn Adams, Leah Claborn, Destiny 

Cornelius and Layla Harris.

By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter

With vaping on the rise among to-

day’s youth, major e-cigarette company 

Juul has become the lead scapegoat, but 

the market leader aims to see the story 

changed.
In November, after recognizing the 

increasing epidemic across the coun-

try, Juul made several changes to its 

company policy in the way it sells and 

markets its vape products, all with one 

goal in mind: prevent minors from 

using nicotine.
“Juul Labs shares a common goal 

with policy makers, regulators, parents, 

school officials and community stake-

holders – preventing youth from 

Two local lawmakers are behind Gov. 

Kay Ivey’s proposal to build a new 

prison system. 
Ivey released her plan 

on Tuesday to deal with 

Alabama’s prison crisis. 

Federal Judge Myron 

Thompson issued a 

302-page ruling requir-

ing Alabama to reform 

its prison system and 

to specifically address 

overcrowding and mental 

health issues. Ivey is 

calling for more cor-

rections officers, three 

regional prisons, one of 

which will be designed 

to meet special needs 

populations — the aged, 

the infirmed and those 

with mental health con-

ditions. 
Both Sen. Clay Scofield, R-Red Hill, 

and Rep. Kerry Rich, R-Albertville, 

were in favor of building the new pris-

on system. 
“This situation is — this is an 

Prison 

plan gets 

support
By HUCK TREADWELL

The Reporter
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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter

See Juul t Page A5

Juul vows 

to end teen 

vaping
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SIZE         FINAL TRIM SIZE     NON-BLEED    BLEED SIZE 

FULL                                                         7.5  x 10          8.875x 11.375 
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ONE THIRD (VERT)       2.33 x 10 

SIXTH PAGE                   2.333  x  4.875    
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LAND+LAKE

LIVE AREA

Keep all live matter at least  1/4-inch
from final trim size on all sides.

BLEED

Extra image that extends beyond the edge 
of the page. When trimmed, this ensures the 
ad will not have a white line down the edge 
due to cutting variation during printing. 

All measurments are in inches. 
Bleed information applies to full-page ads-only.
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