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HISTORIC 
SALEM INC 

t Pr ese rvation at work 

September 27, 2019 

Collins Cove Condominium Association 
37 Settlers Way 

Salem, Massachusetts, 01970 

Dear Board Member, 

We are writing to request your support for the installation of a historic marker to commemorate the burial ground of the 
former Almshouse and Hospital for Contagious Diseases on the site of the Collins Cove Condominium Complex. 

The almshouse, the last to be built in Salem, opened in 1816. It was large - five stories - and was designed by Charles 

Bulfinch of Boston. To this day one of the most famous architects in American history, Bulfinch designed Faneuil Hall, the 

State House, the "ether dome" building of Mass General Hospital, University Hall in Harvard Yard, and the layout of 

Boston Common. Bulfinch also designed other buildings in Salem, including the Salem Fraternity building at 11 Central 

Street. As U.S. Commissioner of Public Buildings, Bulfinch designed important features of the Capitol Building in 

Washington and oversaw the final 10 years of that building's construction. 

Bulfinch's almshouse was intended to house 100 residents, many of whom were expected to work the adjacent farm to 
offset the cost of thei_r stay. In 1884, after years of overcrowding, an additional building, designed by W.D. Dennis, was 

built on the property to serve as a hospital for contagious diseases. In all, the site was active for over a century and 

burials are often referenced in city documents. This cemetery would have served as the only option for patients who 

were unable to afford a funeral or that had no family to claim their remains. 

The almshouse building was razed in 1954, and the adjacent hospital in the 1980s (to make way for the Collins Cove 
Condominium Complex.) Many locals recall playing among the headstones as children while the site sat unused. 

The 1985 sale of this plot to McNeil & Associates, Inc. included stipulations that they identify, maintain, and provide 
public access to the cemetery site. To uphold these requirements, we suggest a well-designed, durable plaque be 
properly located near the public way. 

To date, the stipulations specified in the master deed have not been met. The burial site remains unmarked and is only 

identifiable by the remnant of a single slate headstone. During the construction of the condo complex, at least five 

headstones were reported to have been uncovered, yet their whereabouts are unknown. The names of those who rest 

here have yet to be discovered, though with additional research their identities may be revealed. 

We therefore respectfully ask the Collins Cove Condominium Association for their commitment to honor the master 

deed stipulations by rehabilitating this final resting place and properly marking its location. 
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Salem Historical Commission 
98 WASHINGTON STREET, SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS 01970 (978) 

619-5685

November 7, 2019 

Ron Harrison, Chair 

Salem Cemetery Commission 

93 Washington Street 

Salem, MA 01970 

RE: Proposal to install commemorative signage in Broad Street Cemetery and at the former Almshouse site 

Dear Mr. Harrison, 

At its meeting on November 6, 2019, the Salem Historical Commission was presented with three proposals to install new 

commemorative signage to recognize Salem’s historic burial sites:   

1) Install small commemorative sign recognizing the former Almshouse burial ground on Collins Cove.

2) Install small bronze marker at the Pickering Tomb in the Broad Street Cemetery.

3) Install small temporary marker at the gravesite of John Prince, a participant in the Boston Tea Party event.

The Commission is fully supportive of these efforts to recognize and honor Salem’s heritage and we would like to thank the 

individuals and organizations who have led these initiatives. Salem’s history is extensive, and these new signs will continue a 

citywide effort to recognize historic neighborhoods, buildings and sites with markers and interpretive panels. To ensure the 

successful implementation of the current signage proposals, we offer the following suggestions for consideration: 

1) Expand Almshouse cemetery sign effort to include an interpretive panel on the adjacent public walkway on Collins

Cove to present an illustrated history of the Almshouse and Hospital for Contagious Diseases, which was active for

over a century and included a building designed by Charles Bulfinch.

2) Prior to installation of the DAR marker at the Pickering Tomb, the Cemetery Commission and/or the Pickering

House should contact the Massachusetts Historical Commission to determine necessary permits for excavation in an

historic burial ground.

3) Work with the City’s Preservation Partners, including the Friends of Broad Street Cemetery, to promote these

commemorative efforts and include historic information about each site on the City’s historic preservation website:

www.preservingsalem.com.

Sincerely, 

Laurence Spang, AIA 

Chair 

Cc: Jen Ratliff

Linda Jenkins, Pickering Foundation 

Evan O’Brien, Boston Tea Party Ships & Museum 

http://www.preservingsalem.com/
http://www.preservingsalem.com/


Sources
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Cousins, Frank. "Salem, Salem Neck, Almshouse, 1815-1816." Photograph. 
c. 1865-1914.

Phillips Library, Peabody Essex Museum



1747 – Pest House built on Roache’s Point (Collins Cove) 
Small pox victims graves in small enclosure near wharf, just below Almshouse.1 

1799 – Pest House moves to Hospital Point (Salem Willows) 
Some Small Pox victims are buried at Hospital Point, also known as Watch House Point. 
Headstones were visible in the 1860s. 2 

1816 –  November 30, 1816, Almshouse designed by Charles Bulfinch opens on Collins Cove 
The site consisted of two hospitals and a chapel.3 

1884 – Hospital for Contagious Disease designed by W.D. Dennis opens adjacent to the Almshouse 

1953 – Almshouse closes on December 31st 
Remaining patients distributed to other local institutions4 

1954 – Almshouse building is razed 

1985 – Hospital for Contagious Diseases is razed 

1985 – Construction of Collins Cove Condominium Complex begins

1987 – Construction of Collins Cove Condominium Complex is complete

1 “Essex Institute Historical Collections, Volumes 33-34” 1898. Pg. 83. 
2 “Essex Institute Historical Collections, Volumes 33-34” 1898. Pg. 83 – 86. 
3 “Annals of Salem, Volume 2” 1923. Pg. 402. 
4 Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Boston, Mass. [Boston, Mass]29 Nov 1953: D4. 
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- Salem almshouses previously located on Broad Street adjacent to the Broad Street Cemetery and on 
Salem Common, near Pleasant Street.

- Almshouse also referred to as Charity House, Poor House, Poor Farm, and Work House.

- Hospital for Contagious Diseases also referred to as Chronic Care Hospital, Small Pox
Hospital, Salem Willows Hospital, Insane Ward, Asylum, and Hospital on the Neck.
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Salem Atlas, 1874 (Plate B) 

Salem Atlas, 1890-1903 (Plate 38) 
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Salem Atlas, 1897 (Plate 11) 

Salem Atlas, 1911 (Plate 6) 
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Detail of 1987 of Site Plan as Built 
Plan 226:20 

Excerpts from land deed between the City of Salem and McNeil & Associates, Inc., 1985 
(8056:492) 
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Excerpts from Master Deed, 1986
 (8711:464) 
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Views of area on Site Plan marked as  “possible burying ground." 
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Headstone fragment at site 

"It is difficult to say exactly who the marker was for or what purpose it served by its current condition, 
but that said, slate was a commonly used material for grave markers through the 17th and 18th 

centuries.  Combined with what we know of the site and the existence of a burying ground both through 
research and oral history, I have every reason to believe this is a graveyard relict and perhaps with some 

exploration of the area other artifacts may be found. 

With so very little of the site still intact, and so few reminders of those who were housed in the 
almshouse and treated at the contagious hospital, it is indeed one of the few reminders of the former 

life of this site and those who lived and perished there.  Because of its significance and the tendency to 
forget the stories of the poor, it would be meaningful to the history of Salem to mark this site with a sign 

as a show of respect and dignity. " 

- Rachel Meyer, Stone Conservator
Epoch Preservation 



Except from “Essex Institute Historical Collections, Volumes 33-34” 1898 
Page 83. 

Except from “Essex Institute Historical Collections, Volumes 33-34” 1898 
Page 86. 
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Excerpt from “Annals of Salem, Volume 2” 
Page 402. 
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Excerpt from “Annals of Salem, Volume 1” 
Page 192 

Jen Ratliff | JenRatliff.com 



Excerpt from “Annals of Salem, Volume 1” 
Page 193 
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Name Date of Death/Burial Age Notes 
Gen. Stephen Abbot August 9, 1813 64 

John Andrews, Jr. December 26, 1773 3 
Sally Avery August 29. 1836 Unknown 

Peter Bertram May 25, 1813 3.5 Drowned on South Bridge 
Son of John and Mary 

Lucy Blyth August 20. 1787 37 Paralytic wife of Samuel 
Hannah Britton September 27, 1782 57 Wife of Capt. John Britton 

Capt. David Britton December 25, 1786 80 Died of Old Age 
Husband of Hannah Britton and Sarah 

Britton (February 3, 1771) 
S. W. Fisher October 31, 1774 19 months Son of I. and A. Fisher 

Ephraim Ingalls April 15, 1766 68 
Bethia Ingersoll July 30, 1773 58 Consumption 

Wife of Nathaniel Ingersoll 
Capt. Nathaniel Ingersoll April 28, 1762 Unknown 

Sarah Jackson June 19. 1810 58 Window of John of Boston 
James Jeffrey April 23, 1753 Unknown 
Simon Lamb b. May 6, 1795 19 months Son of Simon and Elizabeth 
Simon Lamb July 24, 1800 4 Throat Distemper 

Son of Simon and Elizabeth 
Susanna Luscombe September 3, 1781 Unknown Wife of Samuel 

Sarah Manning April 21, 1791 33 Yellow Fever 
Wife of William 

William Manning Unknown Unknown Husband of Sarah 
Hannah Mottey March 17, 1768 Unknown Wife of Joseph 
Elizabeth Mylod March 7, 1813 64 Wife of Samuel 
Capt. Israel Ober August 7, 1773 39 
Jonathan Ober January 30, 1789 22 or 26 Lung Fever 

Dorethea Palfrey June 11, 1797 44 Wife of Richard, a sailmaker 
John Sanders January 21, 1750 16 Son of Phillip and Mary 
Mary Sanders January 14, 1795 85 Widow of Phillip 

Sarah “Sally” Sanders July 16, 1795 17 Daughter of Capt. Daniel Sanders 
Alexander Story October 30, 1742 6 Son of Capt. and Sally 
Stephen Varney November 24, 1840 49 
John Watson, Jr. January 1, 1774 2 months 
Abigail Williams September 17, 1812 67 Widow of William 
William Williams Unknown Unknown Husband of Abigail 

Joseph Young April 22, 1803 47 Lung Fever 
Organist at St. Peter’s Church 
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Deaths marked as "Hospital Burying Ground, Salem" until 1849
Massachusetts Vital Records 
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Lynn Sunday Post (c. 1985) 



Jen Ratliff | JenRatliff.com 

Lynn Sunday Post ( November 2, 1980) 
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Storage tomb at Collins Cove (June 1963) 
Photo by Len White 

Hospital for Contagious Diseases, 1983 
Rick Ouellette 



Jen Ratliff | JenRatliff.com 



Jen Ratliff | JenRatliff.com 

Hospital for Contagious Diseases, c. 1980 
Unknown source  

2015 Salem News 



Boston Globe. [Boston, Mass]
29 Nov 1953: D4.



Jen Ratliff | JenRatliff.com 

Boston Globe  
09 Jan 1987: pg. 72 
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