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RAISING A CHAMPION .

How family, competition and love helped mold Tom Brady

(Editor’s note: With Tom
Brady being honored at his
induction of the Hall of Fame
at Patriot Place, we are re-run-
ning a story Bill Burt wrofe
in November of 2016 called
“Raising A Champion.” It was
the first of a three-part series,
in which Bill traveled to his old
high school and met up with
[riends, former teammates
and coaches. This is the first
story about upbringing in San
Mateo, Calif.)

By Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

SAN MATEOQ, Calif. —
You can’t miss the sign
atop the press box at the
home football field of Juni-
pero Serra High, an all-boys
Catholic prep school.

“Brady Family Stadium.”

A donation by legendary
Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady spearheaded the ren-
ovations at the picturesque
stadium in San Mateo, a Sil-
icon Valley suburb 15 miles
south of San Francisco.

But those who know him
best in this city of 100,000
say the wording of the sign
is appropriate because of
the role his family, includ-
ing his parents and three
sisters, played in raising one
of the greatest professional
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The Bradys have several photo albums, here are photos of the entire family together

on different vacations.

quarterbacks who ever
lived.

“This is one special fam-
ily,” said Junipero Serra
Athletic Director John Kirby,
who caught Brady’s first-
ever touchdown pass on the
JV team a quarter-century
ago.

“One thing I always
noticed,” said Kirby, “is
after every game you'd see

the entire family, all his
sisters, parents and even
some aunts and uncles.
They really stuck together.
Tommy is definitely a prod-
uct of that environment.
His support system was
special.”

Tommy, as he is known
around here, has done and
accomplished many things
in the 22 years since he left
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BEST BLEND OF PRODUCT AND SERVICE
{ IN BUSINESS 48 YEARS }

ons, Tom!!
CAward wining

Invitations and
Stationery Services
Done locally and personally
The Knot Best of Weddings
WeddingWire Bridal Choice Award

93 Broadway, Haverhill, MA 01832
978-372-3861 (by appointment)
Cell: 978-387-5742 | paperpot@aol.com

for Ann Arbor, Michigan,
and later Foxboro, the kind
of accomplishments that
lead to statues being built.
But one thing he has never
done since graduating from
Junipero Serra High, is play
a football game before his
family and friends in the
Bay Area, home of the San
Francisco 49ers, whose leg-
endary quarterback, Joe
Montana, was Brady’s boy-
hood hero.

Brady has played against
every other NFL team in
its home city except Tampa
Bay — the last Buccaneers
“home” game against the
Patriots was played in
London.

The one visit the Patriots
made to San Francisco was
in 2008, the year Brady
was injured in the first half
of the first game.

About three dozen of
Brady’s family and clos-
est friends will be gather-
ing tonight at a restaurant

Ak W . Wil
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A photo of Tom

Brady when he

younger at his home

in San Mateo, California. The photo is in a family alboum
at the Brady household in California.

to celebrate the rare
occurrence.

“It’s crazy when you think
about it,” said Maureen
Brady, Tom’s eldest sister.
“To play that many years
and this being Tommy’s
first game back home ... It’s
special.”

Young Tom Brady

Brady grew up on Por-
tola Drive, a tree-lined,
upper-class neighborhood
where homes are built close
together because the land
is so expensive. His parents
still live there.

Competition was as much
a part of the Brady house-
hold as breathing and
eating.

“My fault,” said Tom

Brady Sr. “I started it.
Everything we did, and I
mean everything, like run-
ning home from church,
throwing a rock the farthest
... Everything was a compe-
tition. I guess it made things
really fun, at least for the
winner.”

Enter young Tommy
Brady.

“He was 11 and we’re play-
ing golf before going to a
San Francisco Giants base-
ball game,” said Tom Sr.
“And I’ve beaten him on
every hole. We have these
bets where I lose a dollar or
he has to wash my car. and
about the seventh hole, after
several double-or-nothings,

See RAISING, Page S17
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TOM BRADY Lowest Prices...

Hall of Fame EXTRA
2024 SAVINGS

The Greatest EVERY DAY!
Of All, Time! '
We carry a full line of supplies for
dogs, cats, small animals, domestic and

wild birds, fish and reptiles

137 Plaistow Road
Route 125, Plaistow, NH

603-382-6873
STORE HOURS: Monday-Saturday 9-9, Sunday 9-6

Shop us online at: www.statelinepetsupply.com
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Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

There is a legend-
ary quote, which Jimmy
Durante used in one of his
songs:

”Fame if you win it, comes
and goes in a minute.”

While it may be true for
most. Tom Brady is one of
the outliers.

And while his career is
officially over — probably —
his track record of success
lives on forever.

On June 12, it will be punc-
tuated by his induction into
the Patriots Hall of Fame.

The normal five-year wait-
ing period after retirement
has been waived. Brady,
as all know, was far from
normal.

This and his record hon-
ors are putting to bed some
petty disagreements.

And there is no doubt
anymore. The family squab-
bles, and there were a few,
like most families endure,
have officially been put to
rest.

The three years in Tampa
were special in their own
way — the got him some
freedom from bondage and
a seventh title — lifting a
dormant franchise.

But it was the previous 20
years that will define Brady
and his illustrious career,
one that might be the best
ever in professional modern
day sports.

In September, Brady put
some bad blood between the
franchise, his former owner
and his long-time coach
having his number “12”
retired.

Well, this a little different
and extra special.
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(BLEEPIN’) go!”

Well, Brady used those
same exact words throwing
his fist as if he was throwing
it 100 yards.

Brady touched on what
i made playing for the Patri-
ots, and really Bill Belichick,
| different than other places.

{  “The core beliefs,” said

L Brady. “Nothing significant
4§ inlife happens as an indi-
vidual. It’s always about
the team. We are built on a
culture of teammates, each
other and [we] cared about
winning. If you didn’t care
about those two things, you
didn’t last long here.”

Another special element

Brady is going into the : : met were the horde of former
franchise’s impressive Hall Tom Brady runs onto the field for the ceremony in his honor. teammates which stood
of Fame, aptly named the together as a group, about
Hall of Fame at Patriot said it, too. different journeys, differ- Patriots home jersey, No. 12. 50 feet from where Brady
Place. An emotional Brady ent places, and brings differ-  Then he did whathehad  was speaking.

Thus assuring every- spoke from the heart when ent people in our lives,” said done for most of his two While Kraft was speaking

he arrived, without a script,
and basically exposed feel-
ings that he has held, qui-
etly, for nearly years.

“All our lives takes us on

one: Tom Brady is a New
England Patriot. For life.
Owner Bob Kraft said it
back in September. More
importantly, though, Brady

Brady. “One thing I'm sure
of, that will never change ... I
am a Patriot for life.”

When Brady took off his
“shell,” underneath was a

decades here, when he took
the field just before the

Brady kept waving to sev-
eral different former team-
game. He sprinted down mates, including Matt Light,
the Patriots sideline, at the ~ Kevin Faulk, Lawyer Mil-
end of which he’'d yell, “Let’s loy, Ty Law and even former

Brady, Patriots together ... forever

DAVID LE/photos

Tom Brady is cheered by New England fans during the ceremony in his honor during halftime of a gameagainst Philadelphia.

player personnel leader
of the early dynasty, Scott
Pioli.

Guess what? Multiply that
time three or four, because
this event on June 12 at Gil-
lette Stadium is all about
Brady and his career, not a
half-time celebration.

The big announcement
back in September, which
really wasn’t a surprise,
was that the five-year retire-
ment waiting period will be
waived, and Brady would
be inducted into the Patri-
ots Hall of Fame on June 12,
2024.

Inside Gillette Stadium.

Well, June 12 is finally
here.

That means 68,000 peo-
ple, more if they open the
field, will be participating in
one of the greatest ceremo-
nies in New England sports
history.

“It’s another day [in this
stadium] that I’ll never for-
get,” said Brady. “I love you
all so much.”
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Sign in/Register.
www.northshorebarbersupply.com
BN“BER \ SUPPLY User Name is your email address.
l > ‘ Password - create your own or reset it.
Order: Products & Supplies you need!
~N~ Checkout: Choose delivery day & pay

One day, local delivery guaranteed
(7 days a week)

Every day low prices

“Exclusive East Coast

Distributor for

w
()]
Z
S
=
jm
o
=
oe}
[©]
28
=
jm)
=
(97
oo
m
Q
S
=
i)
=
©)
=
=]
=
>
)
=<
e
2
=
—
Q
~
n
s
>
-
=
©)
o]
=
>
=
=
z
&
-
D
2}
5
<
—
=1
=]
(¢}
—
»
[\
Q
N
=~

www.northshorebarbersupply.com

northshorebarbersupply@gmail.com
- or call (978-587-6056)

September 2021 Ribbon Cutting Huge Selection o
North Shore Barber Supply

(Shared store front - W/Barber Shoppe Off The Square) Men !s “Grooming PrOdUCtS L
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Hungry for Generous Portions of

REAL food? HEALTHY food? COMFORT food?

‘ A Hg:.« '\-';_

.Fewf—ww»g Home Cooked Greek & American Cuisime At is Fimest
BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER DAILY

(978) 717-5578 - catering Available
11 Main Street, Peabody, MA 01960 9AM- 8PM

'PAINTING

=

& GENERAL CARPENTRY #:
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL =

« INTERIOR & EXTERIOR « STANDARD & SPECIALTY COATINGS

+ AERIAL WORK T0 80 FT + PRESSURE WASHING
* CONDOMINIUM REPAINTING « 3YR WORKMANSHIP WARRANTY

LICENSED - BONDED - INSURED e FREE ESTIMATES CHEERFULLY GIVEN
MA CS #084452 HIC #13307

(978) 531-5545 (978) 375-7321

Skouras Property Services
WJSKOURAS.COM 13 MASON ST. PEABODY, MA

QUALITY & SERVICE
SINCE 1955

FAX (978) 977-9982

CARPET & TILE ¢ HARDWOOD # LVT & RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

HASTINGS F]IOOI’ C@Vermg

THANK YOU for all that you do. From all of us at Hastings!

Turning a house into a home —
one room at a time

919 Salem St. ¢ Groveland, MA
978-521-8848

Family owned since 1976 www.hastingsfloor.com 0

Fish Wanket
Since 1983
NORTH SHORE’S #1 Seafaad Market
Thank You
Tom Brady for
20 Great Years
in New England!

Lobsters ¢ Lobster Rolls ® Salmon ¢ Tuna ¢ Halibut
Mussels ¢ Scallops ¢ Shrimp Skewers ® Chowders ¢ Swordfish
Steamers ¢ Oysters ¢ Haddock * Salmon-Burgers

Don’t Forget Dad!
Father’s Day is June 16th!
LOBSTERS ~ LIVE OR COOKED
All Sizes
Call Ahead & pick ‘em up HOT!
“OUR FAMOUS” LOBSTER ROLLS - 2 Sizes

Father’s Day Jumbo Lobster Rolls!
o CRABMEAT ROLLS » SHRIMP ROLLS

Large Selection of Seafood Entrees

CHERRY ST. FISH MARKET
26 Hobart St., Danvers
978-777-3449 .

Hours; Mon. Closed, Tues.-Fri. 10-6, A
Sat. & Sun. 10-5 =

EiE) www.cherrystfishmarket.com




‘Congrats
to Tommy

Brady,

my friend’

(Editor’s note: Jay Flannery, the opportunity to promote

of Andover, met Tom Brady
while they were both in Ann

Arbor, Mich. in the mid-1990s
and their relationship bhas con-
tinued. Flannery pens this col-
umn on his pal, who will enter

the Patriots Hall of Fame on
June12.)

By Jay Flannery

» Special to North of Boston Media Group

Thank you, Tom
“Tommy” Brady.

Thank you for giving 7th

string quarterbacks hope.

Thank you for turn-
ing Gillette Stadium into a
House of Horrors.

Thank you for creating a
new position: “The Open
Receiver”

Thank you for helping
take the Patriots franchise

to an elite level, arguably the

best ever.

Thank you for that amaz-
ing Combine workout video.

Thank you for turning

“Loserville” into the City Of

Champions.
Thank you for making
four quarters matter.
Thank you for always

passing me the ball in intra-
mural hoops even I couldn’t

throw it in the ocean.
Thank you for listening

to another Andover guy, Joe

Marinaro, and staying at

Michigan in 1995 after some

questionable personnel
decisions.

Thank you for being a part

of many Gronk spikes.

Thank you for making
short, fat guys the other
headline grabbing story in
my life.

Thank you for always tak-

ing the ball first.
Thank you for giving me

S0 many amazing people
from my hometown: Ando-
ver. All of my teammates,
friends, teachers,etc. Led by
the late, great Coach Dick
Collins and Michael Mul-
doon aka Mully. Not here
today without them.

Thank you for making
Gil and Geno laugh, cry and
smile.

Thank you for 1,000
yards rushing ... barely.

Thank you for including
me every step of the way
during your career.

Thank you for recognizing
and promoting how import-
ant Drew Bledsoe is to our
franchise and its history.

Thank you for standing
up to the Ravens and kick-
ing their collective butts.

Thank you for calling the
shots and sending “KTH”
my way the next day.

Thank you for that “Birth-
day” video. It still comes up
from time to time.

Thank you for putting
New England on the map.

Thank you for having
enough arm strength.

Thank you for faking
Brian Urlacher out of his
jock strap at least once. That
was awesome.

Thank you for staying
strong and never giving up
during your time in Ann
Arbor when a lot of oth-
ers would have quit and
transferred.

Thank you for letting “Zo”
be “Zo.”

Thank you for always hav-
ing your wingman’s back.

Thank you for making
people watch the entire NFL
Draft now, always talking
about the 199th pick.

Thank you for 20 seasons

A

Tom Brady, on left, is close friends with Andover native Jay Flannery, who attended
the University of Michigan and still resides in Ann Arbor, Mich. The duo became pals

4

during their times at the school.

in Foxboro. Wow. Time flies.
Thank you for your count-

less charity works and acts

people have zero clue about.
Thank you for overcoming

that first collegiate pass.
Thank you for being a
great teammate and leader.

Thank you for helping us
land Jim Harbaugh and save
Michigan football from Ohio

State’s claws. Thank you!
Thank you for proving
John Madden wrong ... not

taking a knee ... then turning

him into your biggest fan.

Thank you for calling my

grandmother every week

during the season in 2001 to
tell her how much you loved

her grandson. That meant
alot!

Thank you for helping me

survive the “Chad Tough”
experience. Honestly the

Tom Brady throws a pass during a visit to the University

of Michigan while his pal, Jay Flannery, of Andover, on
left, watches. Flannery still resides in Ann Arbor, Mich.
and the duo oftentimes connect.

worst situation you and I
will ever face.

Thank you for “28-3.” Or
should it be “3-28”2

Thank you for always fac-

ing the music - win or lose

Thank you for giving me
the strength to overcome

and discuss my own strug-

gles with addiction and
mental health.
Thank you for making

Flannery-Brady
connection

Andover native Jay
Flannery met Tom Brady in
August of 1995 at the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

Early on Flannery
remembered his as a tall,
skinny kid with a big smile
and "bigger heart.” Also a
good athlete, Flannery saw
a leader with “old-school”
manners who always went
out of his way to say "Hi"
and have a kind word.

According to Flannery,
the duo hit it off from
Day 1.

“l' wish | could tell you |
saw then what he became
later, but | didn't. | did
know he would become
successful at whatever he
wanted."

Over the net three
decades Flannery they
continued their friendship
from afar, running into
each other in Ann Arbor,
Mich. when Brady would
stop by.

“| have said this more
than once," said Flannery.
“If was the Captain of the
Titanic, it would not have
sunk. The 2016 Atlanta Fal-
cons agree.

“I'm blessed to call him a
friend and will always love
him like a brother."

“LFG” areal, living thing.
Thank you for always
being here for me - good
and bad.
Thank you for the count-
less people who come up to
me with Tom Brady stories

& and questions.

Thanks for yelling at me

| ONE TIME in our entire life

Thank you for put-
ting up with two sewer
mouths from Andover,
Massachusetts.

Thank you for six wonder-

ful Super Bowl Sundays.

Thank you for being a bet-
ter guy than Football Player.
and you are pretty good at
Football.

Thank you for making the
Patriots 199th pick the best
decision that franchise ever
made.

Most of all, thank you
Tommy for being a friend I
can count on.
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North of Boston fans show
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TIMOTHY JEAN
Paula Moore of Londonderry holds a Tom Brady signed game jersey
while standing next to two cases she calls her in-home “shrine to
the Patriots.” Moore and her daughter, son and two grandsons went
to see the New England Patriots take on the Philadelphia Eagles in
Super Bowl LIl in Minneapolis in February of 2018.

off their Brady jerseys

No. 12 suits them just fine

r

Courtesy photo Patriots “super fan" Marie
Provencher poses in her Lawrence office.

Sandi Seglin, 82, of Methuen., gears up for the "80 for
Brady” event.
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E We are a traditional full-service barbershop downtown with professional master barbers. We focus on our customers with
attention to detail and providing them with an experience.There is a comfortable atmosphere; we attract all ages.

:E Huge Selection of Men’s “Grooming Products” ¢ Open to Public

20 4 Ribbon Cutting
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Pentucket High School graduates dressed in Patriots’
clothing took the Newburyport train to the parade

in Boston in Feb. of 2017 after the comeback win over
the Atlanta Falcons. From left, Jillian Terry, Alyssa
Richardson, Olivia Kemper and Brandon Barlow.

Joe Cutrona
of Salisbury
holds his Super

Bowl ticket and

his daughter,
Gianna, then
3. Lawrence
native Joe
Cutronais a
life-long die-
hard Patriots
fan and season
ticket holder.
He went to see

TE

/)

r

T

the Patriots Super Bowl win over Atlana in Houston.
CARL RUSSO

ETHAN FORMAN/Staff photo
Antonio Gomez, 21, of Beverly vowed to go to
every Patriots Super Bowl he can as he stood on
the platform of the Beverly Depot waiting for
the 9:42 a.m. train to Boston before the rally in
2017.

Lawrence firefighter Patrick Driscoll, Lt. Graeme Millar and former
Lawrence firefighter Michael Armamo get ready to head inside
Gillette Stadium to watch the New England Patriots take on

the Miami Dolphins in Sept. of 2018. They are part of the GMT
Tailgaters.
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New Patient Special
Exam, X-rays and
Dental Cleaning

Shoe City
Family Dental

103 Merrimack Street
Haverhill, Mass.
Tel:(978) 971-0060
Fax: (978) 971-0061

Dental Implants
starting at $3500

Tom Brady's career regular-season stats

Year Tm G | QBrec| Cmp Att Cmp Yds | TD | Int | Y/A| Rate
2000 NWE 1 1 3 333 6 0 0 6 0
2001 NWE 15 1-3 264 413 63.9 2,843 18 12 | 69 86.5
2002 NWE 16 9-7 373 601 621 3,764 28 14 | 63 85.7
2003 NWE 16 14-2 317 527 60.2 3,620 23 12 | 69 85.9
2004 NWE 16 14-2 288 474 60.8 3,692 28 14 | 78 92.6
2005 NWE 16 10-6 334 530 63 47110 26 14 | 78 923
2006 NWE 16 12-4 319 516 61.8 3,529 24 12 | 6.8 879
2007+ | NWE 16 16 398 578 68.9 4,806 | 50 8 83 Nn7.2
2008 NWE 1 1 7 n 63.6 76 0 0 6.9 83.9
2009 NWE 16 | 10-6 37 565 65.7 4398 | 28 | 13 | 78 96.2
2010+ | NWE 16 14-2 324 492 65.9 3,900 | 36 4 79 m
20M NWE 16 13-3 401 611 65.6 5235 | 39| 12 | 86| 1056
2012 NWE 16 12-4 401 637 63 4,827 | 34 8 76 98.7
2013 NWE 16 12-4 380 628 60.5 4,343 25 n 6.9 873
2014 NWE 16 12-4 373 582 641 4109 33 9 71 974
2015 NWE 16 12-4 402 624 64.4 4,770 36 7 76 | 102.2
2016 NWE 12 -1 291 432 674 3,554 28 2 82| M22
2017+ NWE 16 13-3 385 581 66.3 4,577 32 8 79 | 102.8
2018 NWE 16 1-5 375 570 65.8 4,355 29 n 76 97.7
2019 NWE 16 12-4 373 613 60.8 4,057 | 24 8 | 6.6 88
2020 TAM 16 11-5 401 610 65.7 4633 | 40 | 12 | 76 | 1022
2021 TAM 17 13-4 485 79 67.5 5,316 43 12| 74 1021
2022 TAM 17 8-9 490 733 66.8 494 25 9 | 64| 907

252-
Totals 335 82 7,753

12,050 | 64.3 | 89,214| 649 | 212 | 74 | 972

Longboards R
76 Wharf Street at Pickering Wharf, Salem

SALEM, MA

[ONGBOARDS

Est. 2013

BEST
OF

A The Savev Niwes

978-745-6659
longboardsbar.com




You're the real

GOAT

Whether you're on the field, in the stands, at a branch, or banking
online, our customers are the greatest of all time to us! We train every
day to help you through life’s biggest moments and, when you win,
we're all champions. We're always ready to make the big plays for you.

You have our heart, now and always.

p Pentucket Bank PentucketBank.com

Member FDIC | Member DIF
=& Equal Housing Lender | NMLS #1630813
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: _ Family Owned
oy Since 1973

Buy Local —
e - fa Buy Coastal

*ACTuRERS oF WD | Our Commitment to Quality
for 50 Years and Counting.

... Coastal Industries manufactures vinyl

#NN e ||= 2 --;_- e g/ anDe SnG Ao
| BB
Has M IaF R B

casement & awning, fixed, picture
windows, and vinyl sliding doors.

In addition to our vinyl products, we
manufacture commercial aluminum
double hung and sliding windows,

o aluminum sliding doors, porch
~ enclosures, sform windows, and doors.

We also offer a large selection of
specialty manufactured windows
and doors with a variety of unique
designs to give you a broader selection
of windows and doors. We have
selected outstanding manufactures
& that we have built sfrong and frusting

. .

. - " relationships with. This enables us
Installations Offered to Homeowners o offer a vast selecion of well
manufactured products such as
77 Newark Street garden windows, arch-top operable

windows, and entrance doors.

Haverhill, MA * 978.373.1543
ciiwindowsanddoors.com

We sell to Builders,
Contractors, Distributors

and Homeowners
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Larry Legend: The"IV'I

Product manufactured under license by The Highl

\ | ‘.
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n who Saved the NBA!

Wi

) . . MINTED IN THE USA
and Mint. Officially Licensed by the NBA

Officially licensed 99.9% Silver plated coin. Coin shown larger than actual size of 39 mm. This fine collectible is not legal tender and bears no monetary value. Design subject to change.

There are basketball players ... and then there is Larry Bird. Larry Legend
is truly one of the NBA”s All-Time Greats. Over his amazing career, Bird
soared to the top of his sport. He achieved everything from Rookie of the
Year to 3X NBA MVP, 12 X All-Star, 9X All-NBA 1st Team, Coach of the
Year and even Executive of the Year. What’s more, he was inducted into
the Naismith Hall of Fame TWICE, once as an individual player in 1998
and again in 2010 for the unforgettable 1992 Olympic Dream Team.

Yet Bird’s legend truly took wing for his part in the Celtics’ 80s
Dynasty. His storied rivalry with the “Showtime” Lakers’ Magic Johnson
helped save the struggling league. Their sizzling on-court match-ups
added excitement to the game, attracting new fans, and helping make
the NBA a global phenomenon. Now The Bradford Exchange Mint pays
tribute to this legendary Celtics small forward with a shining proof-like
tribute, The Larry Bird NBA All-Time Great Coin.

99.9% Silver Plated and Officially Licensed.

Officially licensed by the NBA, this striking coin is 99.9% Silver plated
for enduring value. The front showcases iconic images of Larry Bird in
full color along with his facsimile signature. The back features an

Respond today at bradfordexchange.com/bird OGCY D

engraved basketball, his iconic, retired #33, and his nickname, “Larry
Legend.” Special proof-like quality coining dies create its mirror-like
surfaces and frosted fields. It arrives secured in a crystal-clear holder.

Limited to Just 3,300 Worldwide!

Act now to preview The Larry Bird NBA All-Time Great Coin at
the special collector’s price of only $49.99, payable in two installments
of $24.99 each, plus $6.99 shipping and service, and sales tax. Future
issues in The Larry Bird Celtics Legend Coin Collection will follow to
preview about once a month at the same low price. Each is backed by
our 365-Day Money-Back Guarantee. You have no obligation and may
cancel at any time. Less than 0.04% of the 8.6 million Celtics fans will
be able to acquire before the 3,300 sell out, so act now!

SCAN HERE
TO SHOP

The Bradford Exchange Mint is not associated with the U.S. Government or U.S. Mint.

©2024 BGE 01-41917-001-ZD

Sredordbrchnge o) —
« Since 1973 «

PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY SEND NO MONEY NOW
The Bradford Exchange Mint
9307 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-9995

YES. Please send me The Larry Bird NBA All-Time Great Coin for my review. | am under
no obligation. | understand that | can return any item free of charge. | need send no
money now, | will be billed with shipment. Limit: 3,300 worldwide

*Plus a total of $6.99 shipping and service per issue; see bradfordexchange.com. Allow 4-8 weeks for shipment. All sales are subject to

product availability and application acceptance. By accepting this offer you will be enrolled in The Larry Bird Celtics Legend Coin Collection,

with the opportunity to acquire additional tributes celebrating his career. You may cancel at any time. You'll also receive a deluxe wooden
display box — FREE!

Mrs. Mr. Ms.

Name (Please Print Clearly)
Address
City State Zip

Email (optional)

924017-161920
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Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

The first California kid
drafted out of the Big Ten
Conference by the New
England Patriots was Tony
Eason in 1983, the “Year of
the Quarterback,” in which
six were chosen in the first
round.

but had a world champion-
ship-ish group around him,
and other than one forget-

he was a disappointment

He turned out to be more
of a nice-guy, surfer-dude
than a franchise NFL
quarterback.

touch, but his personal-
ity was awkward to say the
least. At least for us.

If you looked up the defi-
nition of “square pegin a
round hole” in the dictio-
nary, it was Eason and New
England.

Well, the Patriots kicked
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in the sixth round on a part-

time starting quarterback out

of Michigan, a skinny, unre-

fined young man named Tom

Brady.

Nobody predicted any-
thing on draft day.

In fact, if you believed
what Basketball Hall of
Fame coach Pete Carril, out
of Princeton University,

once said, you'd wonder why ~ And he attended one of the

the Patriots wasted a 199th
pick on the guy.

Eason had a decent career,

table trip to the Super Bowl,

Sure, his passes had a nice

those California-Big Ten tires  }
again in 2000, and took a flier

Oneofus

11l T .

AN |

!

STAFF FILE PHOTO

Then-New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady waves to the crowd from atop a
duck boat during the Patriots victory parade in 2015.

one of the wealthiest coun-
ties in the U.S.

top-flight private schools,
Junipero Serra High, in

Carril said, “Never recruit the Greater San Francisco

a kid who lives in a house
with a three car garage.”

region.
But Brady was the antithe-

The inference was said the sis of Carril’s “rich kid.”

kid was a fat cat, walking
around with a silver spoon
in his or her mouth.

Well, Brady grew up in a
home with a two-car garage
— in his hometown of San

Brady’s worth ethic, pas-
sion and desire to be the
best was as blue collar
as any “blue collah New
Englandah.”

Brady’s college decision

Mateo, Calif. His family was alone should be respected.

very well off, hailing from

He could’ve attended nearby

Cal-Berkley — the same school
Aaron Rodgers later starred at
— and would've started three
or maybe four years.

Instead he goes to Mich-
igan, where seven to eight
quarterbacks are vying for
playing time every spring
and summer.

He got “screwed” once —
maybe twice, arguably —
by head coach Lloyd Carr,
first losing out as the start-
ing quarterback in the final
week of the summer to Brian
Greise and later having to
split time with Michigan

high school phenom Drew
Henson.

His family wanted him to
transfer. But he decided he
was a Michigan Man and
wanted to fight it out.

By the time he got to Fox-
borough, Brady was NFL
and New England-ready.

And New Englanders,
particularly sports fans,
needed a winner.

Bobby Orr owned the
1970s. Larry Bird owned
the 1980s. and the 1990s
remained vacant, other than
a Bill Parcells-led run and

I New England
e always was home

Mo Vaughn MVP Award, as
it was not pretty rooting for
our teams.

The 1996-97 year was eas-
ily the low point with the
Bruins and Celtics finishing
in last place and the Red Sox
second to last place. Only
the Patriots won a playoff
game.

Coaches were fired.
General managers were
replaced. As the decade
ended, our pro sport region
was called “Loserville” by
Boston Herald sports col-
umnist Gerry Callahan.

It was deserved.

Brady could’ve been
drafted by the San Francisco
49ers, the team he grew up
adoring, but that wasn’t the
right time or place.

The 49ers were still close
enough to their 1990s

/| dynasty-esqu run and had

decided they wanted a Joe
Montana-Steve Young clone,

1 a.k.a.aguy who could move.

The local kid was a statue.

As New Englanders found
out, a statue with a mon-
ster-sized heart and as pas-
sionate about winning as
this region purports to be.

The bond he formed, with
Bill Belichick proving to be
one of the greatest that was
ever made, out of the Red
Auerbach-Bill Russell mold
where winning superseded
personal gain.

Come to find out, it was
a great marriage while it
lasted.

But New England and
Brady were made for each
other. We needed Brady and
Brady needed us, both bring-
ing out the best in each other.

Expectations are that
Brady, with 20 family
members in tow, will see
his number “12” officially
retired. Again, deserved.

But the best part is Brady
is coming home, even if it’s a
short visit, it will always be
his home.

Patriots Hall of
Fame inductees

» 2024
Tom Brady
» 2023

Dante Scarnecchia, coach

Mike Vrabel
» 2022

Vince Wilfork

» 2020

Richard Seymour

Tracy Sormanti, cheering

» 2019

Rodney Harrison
Leon Gray (SC)
» 2018

Matt Light

» 2017
Raymond
Clayborn

» 2016

Kevin Faulk
Houston Ant-
wine (SC)

» 2015

Willie McGinest
» 2014

Ty Law

Raymond
Clayborn

» 2013

Tedy Bruschi

Gil Santos, radio
» 2012

Troy Brown

» 2011

Drew Bledsoe
Jon Morris (SC)
» 2010

Sam Cunningham
» 2009

Jim Nance

Billy Sullivan, owner

» 2008

Ben Coates

» 2007
Stanley
Morgan

» 2001

Bruce
Armstrong

» 1999
Andre
Tippett

» 1995

Steve Grogan
» 1994

Mike Haynes
» 1993

Bob Dee
Steve Nelson
Babe Parilli
Jim Lee Hunt
» 1992

Nick Buoniconti
Gino Cappelletti
» 1991

John Hannah

Sam
Cunningham

Tedy
Bruschi
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FAMOUS MARINADES BEER & WINE PRODUCE
Sirloin Tips | Boneless Chicken A Great Selection of Beer & Wine Expanded Produce Department
Boneless Pork | Wings & Thighs to Complement OutFood Items PREPARED FOODS

MEATS NEW SEASONED STEAKS Salads | Soups | Quiche
Full Line of Packaged & Seasoned With Montreal Seasoning Dips | Desserts

Custom-Cut Meats Available In All Cuts
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The Difference is Delicious

DANVERS: 182 North Street, 978-777-3000 « NEWBURY: 2 Morgan Ave., 978-463-3001
LET US CATER YOUR NEXT FAMILY OR COMPANY PARTY

Open 7 days a week

www.danversbutchery.com
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» Raising

Continued from Page S2

he owes me about 50 car
washes.

“He hit a bad shot and
throws his club halfway
down the fairway,” said
Brady. “I was ticked off. I
told him to get his club and
go back the car and wait for
me until I finished. I get to
the car and he’s crying his
eyes out.”

About four hours later,
after they had gone to a San
Francisco Giants baseball
game, Tommy wanted to
play golf again before they
went home.

“I said we would only on
the premise that he abso-
lutely promise that he would
be a good sport. and he did,”
said Brady. “About seven
holes later, he threw his club
again and we left. His tem-
per got better as he got older,
but he hated losing at an
early age.”

Tom Sr. said early on,
he and his wife, Galynn,
offered their four children
many activities, including
sports.

“Whether it was guitar,
ballet, piano ... we wanted
them to try everything,”
said Tom Sr. “But all of them
always seemed to move
toward sports, which was
fine with Galynn and myself.
We were both sports nuts.”

Tom Sr. said in one year
they counted 315 games on
the calendar involving their
children.

“And you know what? Me
or my wife was at every one
of them,” said Tom Sr. “That
was always important to us
... to have someone there.”

The sisters

Brady, the youngest child,
had some impressive role
models before him in terms
of talent.

Nancy, who is a year older
than her brother, earned a
scholarship to play softball
at the University of Califor-
nia-Berkeley, later deciding
to focus on school.

Julie, who was two years
older than Nancy, has a
story more like her broth-
er’s, walking on to play for

KATE MUNSCH PHOTOS

Tom Brady'’s high school sports career was chronicled on this page of a family album

shown off by his father at home in San Mateo, California.

the soccer team at St. Mary’s
College, later earning a
scholarship.

Last, but definitely, not
least, is Brady’s eldest sis-
ter, Maureen, who still owns
records as a pitcher 25 years
later. Maureen had a 111-10
career record at Hillsdale
High in San Mateo with 29
no-hitters, 14 perfect games
and two section titles.

She later became an
All-American pitcher at
Fresno State, leading the
country in wins with 36 in
her junior year. She was
inducted into the San Mateo
County Sports Hall of Fame
with her plaque reading:
“Maureen Brady set the
standard for San Mateo
County softball pitchers.”

“Tom was very good,” said
his former teammate, John
Kirby. “But in high school,
Maureen was the best. She
was incredible. I remem-
ber hearing so many stories
about her dominance, game
after game. Even after she
was done playing, she was
one of the best instructors
around.”

Maureen, now a single
mother of two girls, 16 and
9, said her kid brother was
there for most of her great-
est moments, soaking it all
in.

“He was our little brother.
It was normal, Tommy
always tagging along,” said

Maureen. “I remember

pitching so many time at the

park near our house, our
whole life was spent there.
To this day I remember
turning around and he’s up

on a light post, doing cheers.
They are special memories.”

Maureen said their block
in San Mateo was loaded
with about 70 kids within a
quarter-mile of each other.
Tommy, again, was one of
the youngest.

“Tommy would try to fit
in,” she said. “I remember
one time some boys were
throwing a football around
our street and they told
Tommy to go deep. He ran
all the way down the street
waiting for the football and

they turned around and left.
They were such jerks.”

The parents

Maureen Brady said that
when you really cut to the
chase about her broth-
er’s extraordinary success,
really all of their family suc-
cesses, it comes down to two
people.

Mom and dad.

“Honestly, I believe all
of us kids are pretty kind,
sweet, caring people,” said
Maureen. “You don’t lie.
You don’t cheat. That comes
from our parents. They set
the foundation. They set our
values.

“We all went to Catholic
school. We'd all go to church

together,” said Maureen.
“The way you treat other
people is very important.
Tommy is great that way.
That started at home for us.”

Maureen said she was
chatting with her eldest
daughter, Maya, a few days
about these same values.

“When you go over
someone’s house for din-
ner, a party or a sleep-over,
you don’t go over emp-
ty-handed,” said Maureen.
“You always bring some-
thing whether it’s a wine or
dessert. The point is you are
thankful.”

Being a single mom, Mau-
reen, a registered nurse in
Los Angeles, said she thinks
of her mother a lot and the
decisions she would make as
amom.

“I was doing the laundry
the other day and I was tired
and not really into it,” Mau-
reen recalled. “I was fold-
ing a shirt and it was inside
out, but I folded it anyway.
When I was about to put the
clothes away I realized what
I had done, which really
wasn’t a big deal.

“It hits me, my mom
would never do that,” said
Maureen. “She was spe-
cial. Everything she did was
done the best she could. I
said, ‘Dammit, unfold it,
take it out and do it right.” “

Tom Sr. is humbled
hearing stories from his

Tom Brady, Sr. points at a picture of himself on a high
school basketball team. Competition was as much a part
| of the Brady household on Portola Drive as breathing
and eating. "My fault,” said Tom Brady Sr. "l started it.
Everything we did, and | mean everything, like running
home from church, throwing a rock the farthest ...
Everything was a competition. | guess it made things
really fun, at least for the winner."

s

children, almost to the
point of tears. He says
that all of his children
have gone above and
beyond as parents.

“On a Monday afternoon
Maureen will drive her
daughter, Maya, 75 miles, so
she can get to work with the
best hitting coach around,”
said Tom Sr. “And then
after the session is over, she
drives 75 miles home at 11
o’clock at night. Talk about
being proud? She’s a single
mom. That’s incredible.”

Brady Bunch

For the first time since
high school, the “Brady
Bunch” will take up nearly
100 seats on Sunday. While
most of the 100, particularly
those from Portola Drive,
grew up as 49ers fans, there
is little doubt where their
allegiances will be.

“We’ve always supported
each other,” said Maureen.
“Our family grew up liv-
ing and dying with wins or
losses.”

After the Patriots lost to
Seattle on Sunday, “I felt
like on crap on Monday. I
couldn’t even turn on the
NFL Network to watch the
highlights or the analysts
talking about it.

“We still live and die with
this stuff,” said Maureen.
“It’s how we’re built. I know
my little brother is.”
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Committed to Your Excellence

Dedication. Perseverance. Commitment.
These are the things it takes to be great.

At Newburyport Bank, we're not just committed to our own
excellence, we're committed to helping you excel, too.
No matter where your journey to excellence leads you, we'll
give you the tools and the guidance you need to get there.

&

@ Member FDIC
NEWburyport Bank NewburyportBank.com
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Your future is
in your hands.
Think of
Kevin B. Comeau
for your
Future Funeral

Needs.

Over the years, many families have taken
advantage of the benefits offered by funeral pre-
arrangement and pre-payment.

We believe in the advantages of pre-planning so

much, we even honor pre-arrangements made at
other funeral homes.

You can transfer your arrangements to our funeral
home without losing any benefits. In fact, we will
most likely be able to offer you more.

Primary Business Address
486 Main Street
Haverhill, MA 01830

Phone: 978-521-4845

Fax: 978-374-8711

Email: kevincomeaul@aol.com
Website: www.comeaufuneral.com

Kevin B. Comeau
Funeral Home
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