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ora, for now, must lead 2026 Red Sox

Bill Burt

The Bos-
ton Red
Sox lost
more than a
third base-
man, a Top
25 slugger
and oodles
of big-time
postseason
experience when Alex Breg-
man signed his free agent
deal with the Chicago Cubs.

They lost their leader.

Crazy. A new guy comes
to town, to a big market
franchise, and immediately,
at least until June 15 when
Rafael Devers was dealt
away to the San Francisco
Giants, becomes “The Guy.”

It started in spring train-
ing and became official, offi-
cial when Devers was sent
across the country.

Because of their ros-
ter, laden with five poten-
tial starters all 25 years old
or younger, establishing a
leader in the clubhouse was
crucial.

Bregman not only
embraced it, he all but bear-
hugged his role on the Red
Sox. His conversations with
the younger players, be it in
the batting cages, running
drills, fielding balls during
batting practice or the club
house, bordered on epic.

“Just talking baseball,
getting inside his head ... I
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never experienced anything
like it,” said then-rookie
Roman Anthony. “We’d be
next to each other watching
(during live at bats) and he
predicted almost every pitch
that was coming,” Anthony
said. “I love being around
him. He’s so intelligent
about this sport.”

Trevor Story is a candi-
date, having four years of
service here and a former
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all-star who had a big
rebound season in 2025 -
157 games played, .263 ave.,
25 HRs, 96 RBI, 31 SBs -
after three injury-riddled
seasons.

But Story’s injury history
may have him balking a bit.
And he lost a best friend
when Bregman left as the
duo was together often off
the field too.

Which brings us to the
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elephant in the room.

How about Alex Cora
being the leader of the team?

While teams led by
coaches might work more in
football, due to the control
needed and complexities
involved, every great base-
ball team has a great player
or two leading it.

Cora is beloved and
respected by his players.
Very few in that sport can

Tour Includes:
Non-Stop Air via Jet Blue or Delta Airlines

3 nights at the Springhill Suites Pittsburgh Northshore
(Walking Distance to the Stadium) Room types subject to availability

Reserved seats for Saturday & Sunday games

Sunday Lower-Level Infield
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE

211 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 01844

(978) 682-3245
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*All Games Subject to Change

work a franchise, top to bot-
tom, like Cora can.

Because of the combi-
nation of being born and
raised in Puerto Rico and
attending college at the Uni-
versity of Miami to improve
his baseball stock, he can
communicate and, more
importantly, relate to nearly
all players in the sport.

A 14-year veteran as a

is also elite, spending about
a four seasons as an every-
day player and the rest

as a utility star. He has
experienced almost every
possibility on the base-

ball diamond and he has
the wherewithal to find a
way to get more out of his
players.

Cora’s role today sort of
reminds me of Joe Torre
in the early days of his
Yankees run when he
took over in 1996, with a
rookie named Derek Jeter
at shortstop, winning the
first of four World Series
that year.

In due time, Jeter, Jorge
Posada and Bernie Wil-
liams, among others, were
able to run their clubhouse
as the dynasty took hold.

I asked Cora about
the possibility of Roman
Anthony, who turns 22 on
May 13, if he was ready to
lead a championship major
league team (see our cover
story).

Let me put it this way: he
didn’t say no.

Cora has two years
remaining on the three-year,
$21 million extension he
signed at the 2024 All-Star
break in July, putting him
among the top three manag-
ers in salary.

Well, he’s got a good team,
potentially a very good
team, and he will have to
earn it more now than ever.

You can email Bill Burt at

player, his baseball acumen bburt@northofboston.com.

BED SOX ROA D T"RIF

Saturday 200 Level Outfield with all you can eat Dogs, Nachos, Peanuts & Popcorn

www.ritewaytravelagency.com

$350 per person deposit
required to reserve space
Full payment due
by June 12t




Your future is
in your hands.
Think of
Kevin B. Comeau
for your
Future Funeral

Needs.

Over the years, many families have taken
advantage of the benefits offered by funeral pre-
arrangement and pre-payment.

We believe in the advantages of pre-planning so
much, we even honor pre-arrangements made at
other funeral homes.

You can transfer your arrangements to our funeral
home without losing any benefits. In fact, we will
most likely be able to offer you more.

Primary Business Address
486 Main Street
Haverhill, MA 01830

Phone: 978-521-4845

Fax: 978-374-8711

Email: kevincomeaul@aol.com
Website: www.comeaufuneral.com

Kevin B. Comeau
Funeral Home
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ROMAN'S EMPIRE

Bigger than big expectations for 3

By Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

Red Sox president of
baseball operations Craig
Breslow had the resources
- salary cap and prospects
- to find a much-needed big
bopper/30-homer guy.

And as luck would have
it a few were available with
two names, Pete Alonso and
Kyle Schwarber - in that
order - appearing to be the
best options.

But Breslow and his min-
ions, apparently kicking the
tires on both with offers,
decided to pass for whatever
reason be it age, years and/
or defense.

While the Red Sox did add
a formidable hitter/starter
via a trade with the St. Louis
Cardinals for Wilson Con-
treras, a 20-homer guy in
five of his last six full sea-
sons (not including the 2020
Covid season), they may
have sent a message.

They are betting on
21-year-old Roman Anthony.
And betting big.

And as of right now, com-
ing off an MVP-caliber per-
formance for Team USA
— being awarded David
Ortiz’s first “My Dawg”
T-shirt after the 2-1 semi-
final win in the WBC over
the Dominican Republic, it
might be a safe bet.

Is Anthony going to have
a breakout sophomore cam-
paign after hitting eight
homers in 71 games before
losing the last month and
postseason due to an oblique
injury?

Good question.

While he may not club
30-plus homers, there are
few people in the sport that
doubt his presence in the
Red Sox lineup.

“He’s going to be a star in

this sport, I have no doubt,”
said Alex Bregman, Antho-
ny’s former Red Sox team-
mate. “He’s different, so
mature as a player and hit-
ter for his age. From the
first time I met him until
now, he’s improved so much
every day he’s been here.”

That was last July.

A few weeks ago while
taking batting practice
before a Team USA game -
Bregman and Anthony, an
injury replacement chosen
by manager Mark DeRosa,
were teammates again - the
former Sox third baseman
took it a step further.

“Roman is like a brother
to me. I loved playing with
him last year,” said Breg-
man. “He is, hands-down,
going to be a superstar in
this league. Offensively, it’s
electric; the power from line
to line. The plate discipline’s
crazy. He’s a good defender
as well; runs the bases well.

“He’s a smart player. He’s
not afraid to fail. And that’s
difficult for a lot of young
players in this game,” he
added. “He’s gonna be one
of the best players for a long
time.”

The Red Sox committed to
Anthony early last August
with an eight-year, $130 mil-
lion deal which could max
out to $230 million if he’s an
annual MVP candidate, like
Bregman predicts.

So basically saving the
Red Sox from paying $150
million to a slugger who
will complete their contract
in their late to mid-30s, the
Red Sox doubled down their
bet on Anthony by letting
his actions on the field play
out.

New Red Sox third base-
man Caleb Durbin only
played a few weeks and a
few spring training games
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STEPHANIE SCARBROUGH

Roman Anthony watches a home run against the Baltimore Orioles last August.

with Anthony, but already
noticed what he had heard.

“Just seeing him in the
batting cages is different,”
said Durbin. “The ball just
explodes off his bat; every-
thing is 100 (mph)-plus;
everything, It’s pretty
impressive.”

While several noted base-
ball computer “experts”
have predicted Anthony
will hit just under 20 hom-
ers, based on his experience,
eyesight is another barome-
ter that has people predict-
ing much, much more in his
power category in 2026.

Two ESPN baseball
“experts” had Anthony

topping 30 and 40 homers
respectively, considering
the mini-shows he put on
for Team USA in the World
Baseball Classic.

“I’'m not really focused on
numbers,” said Anthony.
“My goal is to help (the Red
Sox) win games ... hopefully
alot of them.”

Anthony has already been
penciled in as the Red Sox
leadoff hitter, at least to the
start the season, with short-
stop Trevor Story slated
to bat second and Jarren
Duran in the three-hole.

While he appears to have
more pop for most leadoff
hitters, his ability to get on

base - he had 40 walks in
71 games last year, elite for
arookie - makes it a decent
place for him to start his
first full season.

His plate discipline is
what has impressed most
baseball people, particu-
larly at this level and for his
relative inexperience as a
professional.

Cora pinpointed an eight-
pitch bat against then-Twins
closer Johan Duran in which
Anthony ripped a 3-2 sin-
gle to right center of a 3-3
game to give the Red Sox the
lead in the top of ninth, later
to lose in the bottom of the
inning.

/Red Sox youngster

.

“When he was playing we
were one of the best offenses
in the league,” said Red Sox
manager Alex Cora in a pod-
cast in January. “That’s the
reality of it ... Righties, left-

| ies...the home run in Yan-

kee Stadium, the guy is legit.

“The way he controls the
strike zone; very similar to
Juan Soto, when he came,”
said Cora, “without the
flare.”

That’s wild.

As for batting first,
Anthony has accepted that
plan.

“Felt really comfortable at
leadoff last year,” Anthony
said after it was announced
by Cora that he would open
the season batting first in
the Red Sox lineup. “If that’s
what (Alex Cora) feels like,
is just the best chance to
win, then I'm all in. Ulti-
mately I’ll do whatever the
team needs me to do to win.”

Getting on base, especially
early in games is one thing,
leading the Red Sox at age 21
- he turns 22 on May 13 - on
and possibly off the field is
another.

With veterans like Contre-
ras and Story having been
part of leadership groups for
their respective franchises
before this season, there
could be a leadership void.

Could be ... unless “the
kid” is ready for that role,
too.

“We saw him a few years
ago when he used to come
here and just talk base-
ball and wants to keep get-
ting better, and nothing has
changed except his bank
account.

“He’s obviously young,”
said Cora. “But the way he
talks a game? Yeah. He loves
the game. He talks game,
he understands it. So, you
know, why not?”




Arms over
home runs

Sox top offseason focus was pitching

By Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

The Boston Red Sox were
expected to make some big
splashes this offseason.

Two key “wants”
among the Fenway Faith-
ful were home runs (see
Pete Alonso) and a return
of their leader (Alex
Bregman).

Combined, the duo, or
some facsimile thereof,
would cost the team about
$300 million.

Fine. Do it. Let’s have
some fun.

Not so fast.

Instead, Red Sox Pres-
ident of Baseball Oper-
ations, Craig Breslow
shifted.

While he didn’t neces-
sarily spend the $300 mil-
lion - not even close - he
definitely moved the micro-
scope for 2026.

To pitching.

While the Red Sox pitch-
ing staff, rotation and bull-
pen included, was among
the major league leaders
in ERA - fifth overall, 3.70
- other metrics weren’t to
its liking, including 10th in
total runs allowed and 16th
overall in strikeouts.

There was pitching
depth, particularly starters,
most were decent with high
ceilings as potential top of
the rotation guys.

The two “kids” (see Page
S10) were thought to be
possibilities, but not in
Boston.

And rather than hoist
Brayan Bello into a top of
the rotation role before he
was officially ready, and
after some disappointing
season and early postsea-
son exits, Red Sox brass
needed certitude.

The Red Sox big-money acquisition this winter was
former Philadelphia Phillies left-hander Ranger Suarez.

The money and pros-
pects available that many
of us predicted were meant
for the likes of Alonso and
Bregman instead went to
the pitcing mound.

Enter Ranger Saurez,
Sonny Gray and Johan
Oviedo, the three newest
entries to the Red Sox start-
ing rotation.

Suarez got most of Alon-
so’s money - five years,
$130 million - and Gray
picked up a partial chunk
expected what Bregman
was to get.

With Gray and Suarez
appearing to be in the run-
ning to follow ace Gar-
rett Crochet — manager
Alex Cora named Gray to
start the season at No. 2 —
and Oviedo as talented a
No. 5 starter, the Red Sox
strength starts and end
with its rotation.

Beyond that potentially
elite group, the Red Sox have
Kutter Crawford and Patrick
Sandoval returning from

injury. Connelly Early and
Payton Tolle, both of whom
will startin AAA, give the

Red Sox a very good bench
when injuries arrive ... and
they always do.

Breslow’s focus on
run prevention empha-
sizes pitching depth, elite
defense, and a contact-ori-
ented offense - baseball
computers don’t have any
Red Sox players hitting
20-plus HRs - rather than
high home run numbers.

The last four Red Sox
World Series wins, not
coincidentally had some
high-powered offenses - see
David Ortiz, Manny Ramirez
& Co. - had high-end pitch-
ing staffs, particularly at the
top of their rotations.

While most of the iconic
parts of Fenway Park -
The Green Monster, Ted
Williams red seat and the
Pesky Pole - have conno-
tations related to offense,
pitching is where the Red
Sox are paying and betting,.

The secret to a good steak
is the butcher

VISIT US IN N. ANDOVER FOR MEAT,
PRODUCE, SPIRITS, AND KNOW-HOW
1077 OSGOOD STREET - ROUTE 125
NORTH ANDOVER
978-688-1511 * butcherboymarket.com
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ALEX CORA UNPLUGGED! ,

Sox manager ‘It’s not my team, it’s our team!’

By Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

(Editor’s note: Bill Burt
had a one-on-one inter-
view with Red Sox man-
ager Alex Cora in Lakeland,
Fla. talking about this year,
expectations, some of his top
players and of course liv-
ing and working in Red Sox
Nation.)

Q: Ayear ago, | think I said
you finally had your team, with
legit expectations of competing
for not only a playoff spot but
a World Series ring. What about
this year, with a few changes?

Cora: “It’s not my team, it’s
our team. We made some
decisions based on what
benefited the organization,
and we lived with that. And
that’s the reality of it. But I
think the offseason was a
good one. I know everybody
was down for what hap-
pened that Saturday during
Fan Fest (when it was
announced Alex Bregman
had signed with the Cubs),
but then that week we pivot,
and we got a good pitcher in
Ranger Suarez. We made a
great trade with the Brew-
ers, I believe, and ironic
enough, we have a more
complete team now than
what we had last year at the
end of the season, which is
good. It’s refreshing, and we
are just ready to go.”

Q: Can you talk about the
mix of veterans and younger
players, some of whom are
established?

Cora: “I do believe that
there’s conversations that
are player-driven, and
should be that way in this
game. There’s the coaches;
we do our good job. We've
tried to put them in situa-
tions to be successful, and
we help them to keep grow-
ing. But there’s nothing
better than (Aroldis) Chap-
man talking to (Luis) Guer-
rero right now. Chapman

DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP photo

Red Sox manager Alex Cora is heading into 2026 with the
team he wants and, he believes, Red Sox fans will want

to follow.

talking too (Connelly) Early,
because he’s lived it. And for
how much experience I have
as a manager, as a player, it’s
a different ball game now.
They’re the ones that have
experienced it the last five
or six years, and it’s always
good to have that relation-
ship. It is a nice mix. But we
won’t know how nice until
the real games begin.”

Q: What does having a true
ace in Garrett Crochet, who
can not only lead a rotation
but take the ball in Game 10f a
World Series and you expect to
win ... against anybody?

Cora: “We're talking
(Tarik) Skubal; we’re talking
Crochet; we're talking
(Gerit) Cole. The expecta-
tions are up there, and he’s
still young, which is a great
thing. What I appreciate
is he wants to keep learn-
ing. As far the player and
the ability to get people out?
He’s one of the best pitchers
in the game. The good ones,
they expect to be great. They
don’t want to be good. And
that’s what we got last year.

“He wanted to be part of a
winning organization, a big
market team, and be “The
Guy.” That was the thing
he wanted. And one trade,
he got it right away. Then
obviously he made a com-
mitment, or it was a com-
mitment by both sides, that
he was going to be here for a
while. And the reasons, all
of the above, like the leader,
the preparation, the disci-
pline — that’s what comes
with it. You cannot be lazy
if you sign $150 million to
$200 million contract. You
have to lead by example.
You have to be the voice in
that clubhouse. And in that
trade, we got it all. And he
proved it.”

Q: Was adding pitch-
ing depth, in the top of the
rotation and bullpen, the
most important factor this
offseason?

Cora: “It’s a good pitching
staff. We still are trying to
find out who the next wave
is, because, as you know,
people get hurt. I think as
far as the rotation, we’re

to get better. Their will to
win is there, which is very
important.”

Q: You've gone out of your
way this spring, without being

! prompted, talking about

BILL BURT PHOTO
Two proud Puerto Ricans,
Hall of Famer Carlos Beltran
and Red Sox manager Alex
Cora. Beltran is GM of the
Puerto Rican team in the
World Baseball Classic.

deep enough that if some-
body goes down, we’re going
to have quality arms in Tri-
ple-A. We still try and fig-
ure out ‘Who’s the next
guy?’ If something happens
at the big-league level with
the relievers, who’s going

to come in and do the job?
Again, on paper it looks bet-
ter than ever here, at least
over recent years. But we
will see.”

Q: Ayear ago it was three
"kids" — Roman Anthony,
Marcelo Mayer and Kristian
Campbell — and this year you
have two young pitchers, Con-
nelly Early and Payton Tolle, in
that that category. From expe-
rience last year, how do you
work those rookies in?

Cora: “We play inain a
bubble, that everybody
put these kids on a pedes-
tal right away. I get it. Fans
are excited. And this hap-
pened before, with guys like
Dustin Pedroia and Jacoby
Ellsbury (in 2007). There’s
been stories that didn’t work
out right, and we have to be
very careful how we set the
bar for them. But they’re
very talented. Last year’s
guys and Tolle and Early.
Everyone’s path is different.
Look at last year’s group.
But at the end, the cool thing
about them is they want

defense. Why?

Cora: “We sucked the last
four years. We’ve been lead-
ing the league in errors four
years in a row, or whatever
it is. That’s not acceptable.
So we talking more about
defense. We just got to keep
working at it. We got some
pitchers that are going to
make the opposition hit the
ball on the ground and we
have to turn ground balls
into outs. It’s not lack of
work the last few years or
lack of message, we just hav-
en’t executed. So we’ll know
when we get to Cincinnati
and see how it goes.

Q: One veteran who doesn’t
get a lot of chatter is Trevor
Story, who played 157 games
last year, tying a career high.
Can you talk about your expec-
tations for Story?

Cora: “When he’s healthy
and playing his game, we
are a better team. Last year
was his first healthy offsea-
son since we signed him.
He’s had some bad luck with
injuries, but what impressed
me the most was the way he
finished up last year. He fin-
ished strong. He’s a great
player and great hitter. He
was able to do things in the
cage last year that he was
unable to do for like two and
a half years. He’s also made
some great plays in the field;
that diving play against the
Yankees (in spring training)
was great to see. That was
the same play he hurt his
shoulder in 2024. I expect
big things from Trevor. And
I'm happy for him.”

Q: I know he was here only
a few weeks before he was
added to Team USA in the WBC.
What strikes you about him
entering his second season?

Cora: “Roman is taking his
job very seriously, which is
no different than last year
and really all of the times
we’ve seen him in the orga-
nization. We envision the
same guy. Remember, we
were one of the best offenses
in the league when he was in
the lineup. We have decided
to start the season with him
leading off. He was good in
that spot last year. Every-
body knows how good he is
and how good he can be.”

Q: Can you talk about living
and working in Boston, hav-
ing experienced it as a World
Champion as a player and
manager?

Cora: “Every day is full of
energy. The expectations
are similar to what I expect
from myself when I get up in
the morning, not only on the
field, but off the field with
the family. It’s cool. What
people don’t understand is
Boston is not a big city. It’s
not. New York City is really
big. What I love about it is
that is has a small town vibe.

Q: As for the expectations, it
really is ‘big city’ isn't it?

Cora: “Absolutely. It’s like
New York with the Yan-
kees. We know the history
of the franchises, the will-
ingness to not accept the
high expectations. A bad
season is a bad season. A
good season is when you
win the World Series. Any-
thing less is a problem. I'm
OK with that mentality. I
believe it too.

“Both fan bases are tough.
They both demand winning
championships. I got a lot
of friends our Yankee fans;
some of them are happy
about the offseason, some
of their upset, just like our
fans. But at the end of the
day, you know they’re in the
dance; just get into dance
and then see what happens.
We like our team ... our
team!”
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT FAMILY OR COMPANY PARTY
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NEW SEASONED STEAKS

Seasoned with Montreal Seasoning
Available in All Cuts

BEER & WINE
A Great Selection of Beer & Wine
to Complement Our Food Items

PREPARED FOODS
Salads | Soups | Quiche
Dips | Desserts

MEATS
Full Line of Packaged &
Custom-Cut Meats
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Expanded Produce
Department
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New Kids On The Block Ii

Rookie Red Sox pitching duo enjoying ride ... together

By Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

Where have we seen this
before, a few of the Bos-
ton Red Sox top prospects
walking around the team’s
Fort Myers, Fla. complex
like best buddies in a candy
story?

Well, how about a year
ago, when Roman Anthony,
Marcelo Mayer and Kris-
tian Campbell, all top-five
Red Sox prospects, roaming
around the facility, mostly
together, with ear to ear
grins.

The 2026 version, Pay-
ton Tolle and Connelly
Early, are a tad different.
Both pitchers. And both
left-handed.

Like the trio from a year
ago, they have been together

for two years, oftentimes
roommates.

Tolle, in most rankings, is
the No. 1 Red Sox prospect
and Early is No. 3. Both have
“top of the rotation” talent,
according to the experts that
rank them.

In another, mid-major city,
one or both may have been
penciled into a 2026 starting
rotation based on their end
of the season performance
last fall.

But in Boston, which
added three starting pitch-
ers - one via free agency,
Ranger Suarez; and two via
trade, Sonny Gray and Johan
Ovieda - there is no waiting
on “the kids.” and both will
start their 2026 seasons in
Triple-A Worcester.

That’s a discussion for
another day,

Tolle and Early are pre-
pared to wait it out a bit,
probably together.

“Tt definitely helps to
have a guy, a good friend,
who is like-minded,” said
Tolle, whose fastball topped
100 mph several times this
spring. “I feel like we both
have a really good perspec-
tive on where we’re at; both
of us are very grateful for
the opportunity.”

While both are left-
handed, they are much dif-
ferent pitchers.

Tolle is an imposing giant
at 6-foot-6 and 250 pounds.
His “game” is power.

Early is more in the low
90s, with a terrorizing
slider that moves in to right-
handed batters.

Here’s how each describes
the other:

Memory Wall at Linwood Cemetery

$3,075%

For One

~ Cremation Package
Includes Cremation — Urn — 12x12x12 Niche & Inscription

$3,700°°

For Two

Prices Will Be Changing After April
Documentation & Transportation must be provided by a Licensed Funeral Director.

Sressacl

Cemetery & Cremalory
41 John Ward Ave., Haverhill, MA b
Burial & Cremation Planning & 315

Main: 978-374-4191 | Sales: 978-965-2383 | linwoodcemeteryonline.co

“Connelly is crafty. He’s
going to get you off-bal-
ance,” said Tolle. “He’s try-
ing to get hitter to bait. And
he’s got five or six pitches
that are all going to be in the
zone. He is a real pitcher.”

Early started smiling
before his breakdown of
Tolle.

“He’s got that ‘attack’ men-
tality,” said Early. “He’s not
trying to really fool hitters.
He’s coming at you with his
best stuff. I love watching
him get in a groove, abso-
lutely going at hitters. He
has so much fun out there.”

Off the field they are
together a lot, be it restau-
rants or golf courses. And
their personalities appar-
ently play well there, too.

“It’s become more than
just the baseball, and that’s
what makes it more fun in
the baseball world,” said
Tolle. “We can go outside of
here, have a good time, go

play golf, or do whatever. We | >

laugh a lot together.”
They started getting close

1 two off-seasons ago when

both spent a lot of time
working out with other
pitchers in Fort Myers. Then
they both ended up playing
in AA Portland in 2024 and
Worcester in 2025.

Tolle was called up to
the Red Sox in late August.
Early was called up about 12
days later.

“When he got there, it
was awesome because I had
someone close that I could
connect with,” said Tolle. “I
could be a kid again, with
Connelly there. It was excit-
ing for both us, the entire
time we were there. Our
families came to Boston, too.
It was another notch on our
belts, together.”

Both of their Red Sox
debuts were, well, magical.
Tolle struck out eight bat-
ters in 5.1 innings, allowing
two runs. Two weeks later,

Early trumped Tolle going
five shutout innings and
striking out 11 against the
Athletics.

Off the field, the pitching
prospects, like the methods
on the mound, are different.

Tolle is, well, the life of the
party. And Early’s actions
speak louder than his opin-
ions do.

“Payton loves being
around people. He loves
being around the guys,” said
Early. “Every single day he
gets a laugh out of the guys,
including me.”

There is no timetable for
their eventual, respective
places in Boston. It appears
Tolle has “closer” written
all over him, while Early, if
he gets off to a good start in

BILL BURT/Staff photo
Two of the top Red Sox pitching prospects Payton Tolle,
on left, and Connelly Early, on right are expected to start
their 2026 seasons in AAA Worcester.

Worcester, might be the first
addition if one of the top-five
starters goes down with an
injury.

Both would be on a short
list of desired players if
the Red Sox were to make
a trade for any top level
addition.

“This is a business. We
both realize that,” said
Tolle, who admitted he
heard some of the offsea-
son trade talk that included
both he and his pal. “But
we both love Boston and
Fenway Park. It’s our kind
of place. We’ve both come
up in the system and we've
had a taste of being there.
To do it someday, hopefully
soon, together would be
something.”
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A Direct Primary Care Practice

We make it easy

Learn about all the benefits of Direct Primary Care

@ Unlimited Visits and most labs for one low fee

@ Telemedicine access Call us to schedule

& Many Generic meds at wholesale prices a Meet and Greet
@ Use your HSA and FSA

22 Main Street, Salem, NH 603.893.7905 Visit us online at AllCareMedical.org
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DeFrancesco FINANCING

QUALITY
ROOFING = SIDING « WINDOWS

GOD BLESS s o N AVAILABLE!

Save an Additional $200
on any full replacement
project when mentioning

VISIT OUR NEW suuwnuum AT 131 ROCKINGHAM RD., DERRY NH » 603.818.4075 » smuuauwnuunma COM promo code ET0426
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ALL OF OUR SERVICES

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS/DOORS | COMPOSITE DECKS | VINYL RAILINGS | ADDITIONS
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A BETTER bath remodel

Time to change your bath from a “before” to an

“after”? Our unique tub over tub process means a

beautiful fub with a watertight fit. We install it in just

a day, and it's guaranteed for life. Join over 2 million

happy customers who know: It Just Fits.

' BEFORE et | OUR BENEFITS
One day Seamless wall for Virtually
installations# a watertight fit maintenance free

Book your FREE design :
CONSULTATION today! 10”7 OFF

800-928-2284 (\itkad

Bath Fitter system No INTEREST
41 ELM ST. #3, STONEHAM, MA 02180 For 18 MONTHS"

It Just Fits BATHFITTER.COM -

®Registered trademark of Bath Fitter Franchising Inc. *Save 10% up to $750. Special offer good on the purchase of a bathtub, wall and faucet kit. One offer per customer. May not be combined
with any other offer. Offer must be presented at the time of estimate. Previous orders and estimates excluded. Offer valid only at the above location. TLifetime Warranty on Bath Fitter®-manu-
factured acrylic products. See Warranty terms at Bathfitter.com/warranty. Offer expires 04-30-2026. $Most Bath Fitter installations are completed in one day. Some exceptions apply. See location
for full details. MA Lic. 9654
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CALEB DURBIN, 3B

» How acquired: In a six-player deal with Milwaukee
along with Andruw Monasterio, Anthony Seigler in
exchange LHP Kyle Harrison, INF David Hamilton, and
LHP prospect Shane Drohan.

» Key notes: Finished third in 2025 NL Rookie of the
Year voting. Was called up in mid-April and imme-
diately became full-time starter, mostly at third
base. Hit .276 in nine postseason games last October,
including .308 in the National League Championship
Series against the Dodgers.

» Expected role: Manager Alex Cora has said Durbin
will start at third base and primarily bat sixth in the
Red Sox lineup.

» Alex Cora comment: "|'ve seen a lot of third basemen
with cannons at third base, but their footwork is not
great. This kid has a great arm and great footwork."

GUYS

Some key
acquisitions
you should

know

By Bill Burt

» bburt@northofboston.com

The Red Sox have some
key new faces, some not
as well-known as others.
Here are five key additions
and what they potentially
bring to the 2026 Red Sox.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOSTON RED SOX
Newly acquired Caleb Durbin, on right, is

expected to take over at third base, replacing
Alex Bregman.

DANNY COULOMBE,
RELIEF PITCHER

» How acquired: Veteran left-hander
signed a one-year, $1 million on March
12.

» Key notes: Journeyman entering 12th
seasons, finished 2025 with a 2.30 ERA
across 43 innings with the Twins and
Rangers. He is a strikeout-per-inning
reliever.

» Expected role: Pretty simple, get left-
handed batters out. Has experience in
high-leverage situations in late innings.
Could be a key pickup based on price
and time of year.

» Alex Cora comment: "He's a guy that

A'P“F,HbTO had a great season last year. He's able

Red Sox acquired left-handed reliever

to spin the ball, avoids damage from

JOHAN AVIEDO,
STARTING PITCHER

» How acquired: In a four-player trade with Pitts-
burgh with Tyler Samaniego (LHP), Adonys Guzman
(C) for Jhostynxon Garcia (OF) and Jesus Travieso
(RHP).

» Key notes: Considered a pitcher with high poten-
tial but inconsistent results, known for electric
stuff, high strikeouts and a good whiff rate, but
plagued by a high walk rate and control issues.
Returned from Tommy John surgery (2024). Has
been in majors since 2020.

» Expected role: Appears to be penciled in as Sox
fifth starter giving team a right-handed hard : g4
thrower. Has several pitchers knocking at his door if AP PHOTO
he struggles. But will get shot. The Red Sox acquired the hard-

» Alex Cora comment: “| don't want to say he's a throwing Johan Oviedo in a trade with
work in progress, but there's a lot of things we can  the Pittsburgh Pirates.

help him to accomplish and have the total package.

But right now who he is good enough to be a good big leaguer.

SONNY GRAY, STARTING PITCHER | “7 b~
» How acquired: In a trade with St. Louis Cardinals I {'\\

for prospect Brandon Clarke (LHP) and right-hander
Richard Fitts, also receiving $20 million to help
cover Gray's salary.

» Key notes: A strikeout pitcher, the 36-year-old
Gray is coming off two good seasons with the Car-
dinals, 27-17 and just over 4.00 ERA. Has been top
of rotation guy most of his career with postseason
experience. He rescinded his no-trade clause to
come to Boston. '
» Expected role: With addition of free agent Ranger - k =
Suarez (from Phillies), Gray will begin season the COURTESY OF BOSTON RED SOX
No. 2 starter, a role he seems suited for at this point The Red Sox named Sonny Gray their
of his career. Noted for going at least six inningsin ~ N©- 2 starter to open the 2026 season.
most starts.

» Alex Cora comment: “(He's been) impressive so far, not only with us (on the field), but with his
peers. There's a reason he's pitched so long in the big leagues, and he's been successful.”

ISIAH KINER-FALEFA,
UTILITY INFIELDER

» How acquired: A free agent signed to
a one-year deal.

» Key notes: Arguably, the best utility
infielder in the game, having defen-
sive success at both shortstop, second
base and third base. Red Sox will be
his sixth stop since 2022. A career .263
hitter who rarely strikes out. Very
well-liked in clubhouse and noted for
relationships with young players. A
key contributor on Toronto's World
Series run last year.

» Expected role: Will play a lot, possi-
bly at second base until that position
becomes certain. Can play shortstop
every day, in a pinch. If Durbin strug-
gles, could help at third base, too.

the left side. Been there, done that. So,
happy with the way we went about it,
and happy that he's here with us.

Danny Coulombe recently to bolster their
bullpen against left-handed hitters.

AP PHOTO
Red Sox new utility infielder Isiah Kiner-Falefa
gives the team a top-flight addition as a backup
hitter, fielder and baserunner.

» Alex Cora comment: “Solid defen-
sively, good baserunner. Efficient.
When he takes off, he's safe
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Floor Covering

Turning a house into a home -

one room at a time
Family owned since 1976

919 Salem St. ¢ Groveland, MA
978-521-8848

www.hastingsfloor.com

TILE « STONE ¢ HARDWOOD e LUXURY VINYL
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LAW OFFICE OF
ELAINE M. DALTON

SPECIALIZING IN:

e WILLS
e TRUSTS
e PROBATE
e ELDER LAW

e MEDICAID APPLICATIONS

978-373-1120 T nacta

8 Federal Way, Groveland, MA | www.elainedaltonlaw.com
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Everyday
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Toilet Repairs & Replacements Leaky Outside Faucets
Leaky Faucets & Replacements Disposal Repairs & Replacement
Slow Drains Fixture Replacement
Leaky Pipes Dishwasher Installation
Water Line Repairs & Replacement
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(978) 689-8336
office@giard.plumbing

MA License# 10301 Owned and Operated by Tim & Jeremy Giard NH License# 4444
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Start the Season Confidently
with Local Protection
You Can Trust.

Chris Miller Andrew LaMonica
Partner & Senior Vice President Account Executive

From home and auto insurance to business
coverage, employee benefits, and financial To learn more or to start a
services, United Insurance is here to review your game conversation, call 978-539-5900.

plan to ensure you're ready for the season ahead.

Our local team will help you step into spring with ' ' ‘ \‘I I ED
clarity, confidence, and the right protection in place. U INSURANCE

UnitedInsurance.net

Business ¢ Employee Benefits * Bonding < Financial Services * Home <+ Auto




