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Child Victims Act 
brings up Great 

Valley child rape suit
Case among more than 100 
filed in WNY, many against 

Catholic Church officials

By Danielle Gamble

Special to The Press

Ten minutes into the 
morning of Aug. 14, 
fi ling was completed 
on Cattaraugus County 
Supreme Court’s fi rst sex 
abuse suit allowed under 
New York’s new Child 
Victims Act. 

Seventeen hours 
later, the associates at 
HoganWillig PLLC who 
fi led that claim — plus 
an additional two-thirds 
of their 25 other cases — 
were tired. 

“But it’s a good kind of 
tired,” said lawyer William 
Lorenz Jr., the fi rm’s CVA 
case coordinator. “This 
has been a long time 
coming for our clients and 
survivors all across New 
York state.” 

Cattaraugus County saw 
only one Child Victims 
Act fi ling Aug. 14 from 
the state’s online unifi ed 
court system database. 
But across the region, 
more than 100 poured 
into clerks’ offi ces and 
hundreds more came in 
around the state. 

It was just the fi rst day 
of a year-long “lookback 
window,” which allows 
victims of child sexual 
abuse to bring legal action 
agains their abusers, as 
well as public and private 
institutions who let the 
abuse happen. 

The law, signed by Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo on Feb. 
14, also expanded the 
statute of limitations in 
sex abuse cases. Before, 
23 was the oldest someone 
could be to fi le charges 
against an alleged abuser. 
Now, criminal charges can 
be fi led by victims as old 
as 28, and civil cases can 
be fi led by age 55. 

“Child sexual abuse is 
a real epidemic. It’s been 
in the corners and in the 

shadows, but it is much 
more widespread than 
people want to admit,” 
Cuomo said. “The Child 
Victims Act says if you 
were sexually abused as a 
child, you have a right to 
justice and to make your 
case. Children have legal 
rights, and if you abuse 
a child, you’re going to 
have your day in court and 
you’re going to be called 
to answer for it.” 

Lorenz, whose law fi rm 
has offi ces across Western 
New York, including in 
Ellicottville, said Aug. 
14 was a culmination 
of six months worth of 
“carefully investigating” 
each of the dozens of 
claims they had received 
and picking the strongest 
to lead with. 

They fi led the 
Cattaraugus County suit 
after a woman came to 
them in February alleging 
she was raped at age 10 
by her neighbor in Great 
Valley for roughly a year. 

James Darts Jr., a 
resident of Zephyrhills, 
Fla., formerly of Great 
Valley, was named as a 
defendant in the suit. 

The Times Herald was 
unable to reach Darts, 
as registered phone 
numbers for him were 
disconnected. 

The suit alleges that 
in 1985 Darts began 
“grooming” the 10-year-
old victim, a term used to 
defi ne how sex abusers 
establish trust with people 
they intend to violate. 
Lorenz said Darts had 
access to her because he 
was friends with her older 
sibling. 

The court fi lings then 
allege Darts repeatedly 
raped the girl and forced 
her to perform sex acts 
on him, all in various 

See Victims, A6

Quilt raffle to benefit Little Valley library and 
fire department

Salamanca city council appoints 
two firefighters, tables appointment 

of two others
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Two appointments in 
the Salamanca Fire 
Department were 
approved Aug. 14 by the 
Common Council to fi ll 
two vacant positions in 
the department.

First, the council 
approved the 
appointment of William 
Smith of Weston Mills to 
the position of Assistant 
Fire Chief, effective 
Sept. 14, fi lling the 
position of Anthony 
Ellis, who retired.

Next, the council 
approved the 
appointment of Levi 
Wright of Conewango 
Valley to the position of 

contingent permanent 
full-time fi refi ghter with 
one year probation, 
effective Sept. 9.

Fire Chief Nick 

Bocharski said Wright 
was scheduled to take 
his paramedic test before 
starting in the position, 
which saves the city tens 

of thousands of dollars 
not having to send him to 
training.

“This is one of the 

ones that we interviewed 
last time also,” said 
council member Sandy 
Magiera, D-Ward 
4, who is on the fi re 
commission. “He was 
paying for his own 
schooling, so we waited 
depending on that.”

“That was the best 
round of interviews I 
have seen in my 26 or 
27 years here,” said 
Boacharski, commending 
the fi re commission. 
“They did a real diligent 
job, both with the 
assistant chief interviews 
and the fi refi ghter 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The Salamanca Fire Department is expected to have two 
new firefighters join its ranks in September after action by 
the Common Council during its Aug. 14 meeting.

See Firefi ghters, A6

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — A fundraising event to 
benefit the Memorial Library of Little Valley 
and the Little Valley Fire Department will take 
place Saturday, Sept. 7 from noon to 6 p.m. at 
the Little Valley Park Pool on First Street. 

Proceeds from the fundraiser and “quilt 
raffle” will go toward the renovation of both 
the library and fire department to repair 
severe water damage resulting from the flash 
flood on July 6, when the Little Valley Creek 
overflowed its banks. 

Library Director Linda McCubbin the event 
will include games and activities for children, 
food and a hootenanny by Sally Marsh. She 
said the VFW is doing a chicken barbecue, and 
the firemen are talking about doing a “Tug-
O-War.” The quilt drawing will take place 
that evening at the VFW where a band will 
entertain adults. 

McCubbin said Marsh donated a beautiful 
quilt for the raffle that she had made special 

for the library and the fire department. She 
said the pictures are past and present scenes in 
Little Valley that Marsh got from the county 
museum and recently took herself around 
town. 

According to McCubbin, the flash flood left 
the floors and walls of both the library and 
fire department buildings badly damaged but, 
miraculously, not a single book was lost.

She said the library was officially closed 
until further notice by disaster personnel on 
July 8 due to mold infestation. 

McCubbin said the community has been 
very supportive. Over 50 volunteers showed 
up on July 13 to move over 10,000 books, 
as well as shelves, chairs and other smaller 
furniture across the street to the former Little 
Valley school building. 

“It was such a wonderful sight to see the 
cars lined up on Third Street, waiting to 
get loaded with books to take over to the 
school,” she said. “The Cattaraugus Little 

Photo submitted
The community of Little Valley will rally for its local library and fire 
department at a fundraiser on Sept. 7. The event includes a quilt raffle 
that will help raise funds for the renovation of both facilities that were 
badly damaged in a flash flood on July 6.See Quilt Raffl e, A6

Gov. Cuomo launches survey for 
new NYS license plate design

By Jim Eckstrom

Special to The Press

Gov. Andrew Cuomo launched a 
statewide survey to select New York 
state’s new license plate design, with 
fi ve proposals to choose from. 

The voting, which opened Monday 
on the governor’s website, runs 
through Sept. 2. Voting will also be 
available to the public at the governor’s 
exhibit at the Great New York State 
Fair starting Wednesday. The license 
plate with the most votes will become 
the state’s offi cial license plate and will 
be available to customers beginning in 
April. 

https://now.ny.gov/page/s/vote-for-
the-next-nys-license-plate-design 

“License plates are a symbol of who 
we are as a state and New Yorkers 
should have a voice and a vote in its 
fi nal design,” Cuomo says. “As the life 
span of the old plates comes to an end 
and we develop new ones that are as 
easy to read as possible, I encourage all 
residents to take part in choosing this 
piece of our state’s history and the State 
Fair is a perfect place to do that.” 

The new plates will replace the aging 
Empire Blue & White plates, most 
of which are more than 10 years old. 
Once the new plates become available, 

the Department of Motor Vehicles 
will also stop issuing the Empire Gold 
plates and begin fully transitioning to 
the new design. 

Department of Motor Vehicles 
Commissioner Mark J. F. Schroeder 
says the time has come for New York 
to have a new license plate. 

“Which is why we worked hard 
to create design options that not only 
capture the heart of the Empire State, 
but also that our customers will be 
proud to put on their vehicles,” he says. 

“I hope everyone across the state will 
take a few minutes to view the options 
and vote for their top pick.” 

The contest kicks off a new 10-year 
license plate replacement program to 
ensure all New York license plates on 
the roadways are refl ective and easy to 
read. More than 3 million vehicles in 
New York have aging plates that are 10 
years old or older. Because of their age, 
many of them are damaged, oxidized 

See NYS Plates, A6
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