
By Amada Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — The old 
saying “Necessity is the mother 
of invention” is being played out 
in Salamanca this week.

Due to the coronavirus, 
traditional Easter celebrations 
and egg hunts have been 
canceled citywide. But Youth 
Center Director Sandi Brundage 
and Mayor Michael “Smitty” 
Smith have devised a way to 
celebrate the holiday and still 
follow all the rules of social 
distancing.

People in Salamanca are 
invited to create a paper Easter 
Egg and display it in a window 
or on the door of their home. 
Easter Egg hunters can then 
drive around Salamanca and 
choose their favorite decorated 
egg.

Register votes for the best 
eggs by calling the Youth Center 
at 945-1311 or take a picture of 
the eggs your family has found 
and tag it to Mike Smith on 
Facebook or email to mrsmith@
salumun.com by 1 p.m. on 
Friday, April 10.

All entries will be submitted 
for a random drawing Friday. 
Make sure to give the address of 

your selection.
Prizes will be awarded to 

several egg designers some time 
on Saturday.
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Big 30 honor
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Trout season brings safe 
outdoor activity

Press Photos by Deb Everts 
Trout fishing season officially kicked off April 1 and, thanks to the staff at the Randolph Fish Hatchery, area streams and lakes 
were teeming with brown, brook and rainbow trout on opening day. Anglers housebound due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
were happy to get out and enjoy a sunny day while maintaining a 6-foot distance from other fishermen along the Little 
Conewango Creek.  

Salamanca hosting virtual Easter 
Egg Hunt while social distancing

Races shaping 
up for City of 

Salamanca elections

Photo submitted
Young local artist Sunny O’Connor  prepares her Easter Egg display to 
participate in Salamanca’s virtual Easter Egg Hunt this weekend.

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
There will be at least 
three new Common 
Council members and a 
new mayor in Salamanca 
in 2021 after potential 
candidates fi led their 
paperwork to the county 
in March.

All fi ve council seats 
and the mayor’s offi ce are 
up for election every two 
years, coinciding with 
state and federal elections 
and offi ces of the Seneca 
Nation Tribal Council and 

President.
Mayor Michael R. 

Smith is not seeking 
re-election to a third 
term after an unopposed 
victory in 2018. Running 
on the Democratic 
line is current Ward 4 
alderwoman Sandra 
Magiera.

Republican candidates 
Ronald Ball and David 
George-Shongo face 
each other in the June 23 
primary. Ball previously 
served as mayor in 2015-
16 and George-Shongo is 

See Elections, A5

Graffiti vandalizes 
Main Street mural 

over weekend

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Those crossing the Main 
Street bridge Saturday 
were shocked to see 
amateur paint scribblings 
spoiling the Seneca 
mural overlooking the 
Allegheny River. 

Salamanca Police 
are seeking the help of 
the public to fi nd who 
defaced the mural painted 
by internationally known 
artist Carson Waterman, 
a Seneca and Salamanca 
resident. 

Chief Troy Westfall 

reported Monday 
no suspects have 
been identifi ed in the 
vandalism of the beloved 
mural on the south side 
of the building at 54-56 
Main St. The graffi ti 
was discovered Saturday 
morning. 

“We’re trying to reach 
out right now to just see 
if we can get it fi xed 
because it’s kind of like 
a Salamanca icon,” he 
said. “It’s part of our 
community, and right now 
we need something to 
look up to.” 

Westfall said he 

See Graffi ti, A5

Press file photo
Potential candidates for the 2020 general election in the city 
of Salamanca have filed their paperwork to the county, and 
at least three new Common Council members and a new 
mayor will take office in 2021. A presumably father and son duo are out to hook the “big one” lurking in the 

waters of the Little Conewango Creek in Randolph.

Two local fishermen display their small, but legal brown trout caught in the 
Little Conewango Creek behind the Randolph Fire Hall.

A couple of anglers found some solitude 
behind a building along Little Conewango 
Creek, in downtown Randolph.

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Salamanca police are investigating the vandalism of the Main 
Street mural by Carson Waterman overlooking the Allegheny 
River which was graffitied over the weekend.
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