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Salamanca schools 
ready for classes 

after busy summer

Keeping history alive in Leon

Going ‘Under the Sea’ with 
Salamanca Arts Alive

Fire damages East Jefferson Street home Friday morning
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — A fi re broke out Friday 
morning in the second story of a Salamanca 
home, leaving minor visible charring outside 
and resulting in an estimated $20,000 in 
damage.

First on the scene at 23 East Jefferson St. 
was the Salamanca Fire Department, which 
received a call to respond at 5:31 a.m. and 
arrived three minutes later, according to Fire 
Chief Nick Boacharski.

Salamanca fi refi ghters were met with fi re 
coming from a second-fl oor window of the 
home, Bocharski said. 

“The fi re was contained to the bedroom of 
origin,” the chief said. “Most of the second 
fl oor had smoke damage.”

Bocharski said the fi re crew did a great 
job of handling the situation quickly. 
Assistant Fire Chief Tom Sturdevant and 
crew contained the fi re within fi ve minutes 

of arrival with a single hose line, he said.
County property records indicated the 

home at 23 East Jefferson St. is owned by 
Lane R. Hoag. Bocharski identifi ed the 
tenant as Melissa Gillete.

All four occupants of the home were able 
to vacate safely, the chief said, contributing 
the landlord’s proper use of smoke detectors 
and the tenant’s closing the bedroom door 
when the fi re began to saving lives and 
slowing the progression of the fi re.

“Without that, it would have been a totally 
different situation,” Bocharski said.

The homes on East Jefferson Street are 
close together, as are homes on South Main 
and Summit streets on each end of East 
Jefferson, which could have easily spread 
the fi re if not contained, the chief said.

“We could have potentially lost half a 
black, so we’re very happy with both the 
tenant and the landlords,” he added. “If they 
hadn’t have been alerted by those smoke 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
This home at 23 East Jefferson St. in Salamanca was damaged early Friday morning when a 
fire broke out in a second-floor bedroom. Salamanca Fire Department contained the fire 
within five minutes of arrival. The fire resulted in about $20,000 of damage.See Fire , A6

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LEON — A small group of dedicated people who love 
their town’s heritage make up the Leon Historical Society. 
This tiny, volunteer-run organization operates a museum and 
a church, as they play an important role in promoting and 
preserving the history of their town.

Located in the heart of Cattaraugus County’s Amish 
Country where a huge population of Old Order Amish reside, 
this historical society unique. According to Pat Bromley, 
town historian for nearly 22 years, 80 percent of the town’s 
residents are Amish.

Bromley is also a member of the Leon Historical Society. 
Myra Johnston, the organization’s treasurer, has been a 
member for eight years. Both women live in the Leon area.

Johnston said the success of the historical society is due 
largely to its members and the cooperation between them and 
the Amish. She said the society would never be 

able to accomplish some of the projects they do without 
the assistance of the Amish community.

“The main ingredient here is community spirit. We all 
work together,” she said. “Two years ago, we put a new roof 
on the grange hall. We raised the money with quilting classes 
and different projects to buy the supplies. Then the Amish 
came and helped us put on the roof.”

Founded in 1978, the Leon Historical Society owns and 

maintains the Leon Methodist Church, built in 1836, and the 
Leon Grange Hall, built in 1903, that houses the museum. 
The two historic landmark sites located along Route 62 are 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

According to Johnston, the historical society has owned 
the church since 1978 when Erwin and Bertha Millspaw, 
a former town historian, saved the building that had been 

left in disrepair and was about to be torn down. She said the 
fl oors, woodwork, tin ceilings and windows are all original, 
with the exception of a couple of panes that have been 
replaced.

“We’d like to see this 1836 church and grange hall stay 
around and be active,” she said. “We’d also like to make 
improvements. There’s quite a lot of upkeep for the buildings 
and they have to be kept heated or they will deteriorate 
quickly.” 

Thanks to their membership and the Amish Trail, the 
historical society is able to offer special programs at the 
church, which is also used by the Celebration Church of 
Cherry Creek for their church services every Sunday.

One of the society’s most popular events is their annual 
“Christmas at the Historic 1836 Church” in December. They 
also periodically host special programs with guest speakers. 
Della Moore from the African American Center for Cultural 
Development, in Olean, recently presented a program about 
the Underground Railroad.

Perhaps the town’s biggest claim to fame is the former 
Pennyroyal Race Track that began as a horse race track 
around 1870. After World War II, it became the focus of 
automobile racing. In its heyday, the dirt track was once 
considered “the fastest half-mile track in Western New 
York.”

Press photo by Deb Everts
The Leon Historical Society operates a museum and a 
church supported by tours of the Amish country, classes, 
and donations. Members Pat Bromley (left) and Myra 
Johnston stand by a table where several Amish Folk Art 
samples are on display. A new class begins Sept. 7.

See Leon, A6

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — The Salamanca 
Youth Bureau’s Arts Alive program 
presented Disney’s “The Little 
Mermaid Jr.” Aug. 21 and 22 at the 
Salamanca High School Auditorium.

Under the direction of Janette 
McClure, the cast of children of 
assorted ages and experience worked 
diligently throughout the summer to 
present the musical with lyrics by 
Howard Ashman and Glenn Slater, 
music by Alan Menken and book by 
Dough Wright.

“The Little Mermaid” is based on 
the Hans Christian Anderson story 
and Disney fi lm and was presented 
through special arrangement with 
Musical Theatre International (MTI).

The cast of Little Mermaid 
included: Shawn Blakesslee as Prince 
Eric, Faith Long as Grimsby, Tristan 
Duhan as King Triton, Dylan Timblin, 
Faith Long, Kam Deboy, Cam 
Quigley, Emily Benjamin and Brittany 
Lewis as Mersisters, Kierstyn Klahnas 
as Ariel, Talyn Watt as Flounder, 
Andrew McCormick as Scuttle, Mia 
Pavone as Ursula, Alyssa Wilson 
and Charlie Ross as Flotsam and 
Jetsam, Kelsey Rohwer as Carlotta, 
Tristan Duhanas as Chef Louis, Sunny 
O’Connor, Kailyne Pierce, Jasmine 
Smith, Kaya Yarbour and Georgia 
Letson as Princesses. 

Children from group C & D played 
Sailors, children from Group B played 

Gulls, children from Group C played 
Gulls, children from group C played 
chefs and children from groups A, B 
& C played Lagoon Animals.

Group A: Breianna Biscup, Connor 
Dietrich, Ryan Dietrich, KaKamrie 
Jacobs, Shiloh Miller, Jax Owens, 
Piper Owens, Rayla Reed, Owen 
Wass, and Ray Wass. 

Group B: Drew Clayson, Gregory 
Fisher, Amelia Rivera, Sophie Slater, 
and Kynleigh Wass.

Group C: Maclonee Bacelli, Nora 
Clayson, Kamryn DeBoy, Kyla Dry, 
Dylaina Gates, Allessandra Jimerson, 
Andrew McCormick, Alex Reed, 
Charlie Mc Ross Anne Marie Roder 
and Alyssa Wilson.

Group D: Shawn Blakeslee, Emily 
Benjamin, Kortney DeBoy, Tristan 

Duhan, Patrick Gates, Kierstyn Klahn, 
Georgia Letson, Brittany Lewis, Faith 
Long, Sunny O’Connor, Mia Pavone, 
Kailyne Pierce, Camryn Quigley, 
Giovanni Rivera, Kelsey Rowher, 
Kyleigh Rohwer, Jasmine Smith, 
Dylan Timblin, and Kaya Yarbour.

Arts Alive Staff: Director, 
Janette McClure. Janette graduated 
with honors from the University 
of Pittsburgh at Bradford with a 
Bachelors Degree in Early Childhood 
Education. She has many years 
dedicated to the Arts Alive program, 
including as a participant. She is also 
an active member of community 
theatre in Salamanca.

Others include Kohl Ambuske, 
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Some of the cast members of the recent Arts Alive Production of “The Litte 
Mermaid Jr.” included Patrick Gates, Andrew McCormick, Kierstyn Klahn, Tristan 
Duhan, Patrick Gates, Giovanni Rivera and Talyn Wyatt.

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — After 
nine weeks of summer 
vacation for students in the 
Salamanca City Central 
School District, classes for 
the 2019-20 school year 
begin Tuesday.

But for many district 
administrators and staff, 
the past nine weeks weren’t 
a vacation, but a time to 
prepare for another year in 
education.

“We have had hundreds 
if not thousands of 
professional development 
hours offered to our staff,” 
said Robert Breidenstein, 
district superintendent.

This week, staff members 
were in the building 
learning about the district’s 
new phone system, he 
said. Breidenstein said 
hardly a day goes by during 
the week without seeing 
some kind of professional 
development happening in 
Salamanca.

“It’s exciting because 
our teachers are continuing, 
with administration and 
support staff like bus 
drivers, clerical and 
custodial folks, learning and 
improving their skillsets,” 

he said.
For Chris Siebert, high 

school principal, the 
summer has been busy, 
partially due to a late 
graduation day and an early 
Labor Day, which made it 
go by even faster.

“We had our six-week 
summer school program, 
we had our STEAM camps 
going on and adventure 
camps,” he said. “We 
had open swim and swim 
lessons. Every day there 
were a lot of people in and 
out.”

On Aug. 22, the 
district held its second 
annual bus rodeo at the 
Seneca Allegany Resort 
& Casino where district 
administrators and staff had 
the opportunity to test their 
skills behind the wheel and 
see some of what the bus 
drivers do every day during 
the school year.

“It’s one more thing that 
we’re trying to do and one 
way to value all of our staff 
in what they contribute to 
every portion of our district 
and our Salamanca family,” 
Breidenstein said.

Staff members returned 
for their fi rst days of school 
on Tuesday and Wednesday 
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