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Salamanca council 
authorizes 

bonding $626K 
for BPU project, 

vehicles

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — Two 
trucks for the Board of 
Public Utilities and an 
upgrade to the wastewater 
treatment plant are 
coming to the city of 
Salamanca after approval 
by the Common Council 
to bond for some of the 
costs.

At its Feb. 26 regular 
meeting, the council 
approved the fi nancing 
for the city’s wastewater 
treatment plant ultraviolet 
(UV) upgrade project 
through a $450,000 
statutory installment 
bond.

“This one is a must-
have, or else we’re 
going to be fi ned a lot 
of money,” said Mayor 
Michael Smith. “That’s a 
half-million-dollar project 
and a must-fi x.”

BPU General Manager 
Dennis Hensel said 
the city has to have 
the upgrades installed 
by May 5 or else the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) would 
begin fi ning the city 
$10,000 a day.

“The EPA has just sent 
out another letter asking 
where are we at in this 
project, and if we are 
still a go by the May 5th 
deadline,” he said.

During the BPU’s 
meeting Feb. 11, the 
board accepted the low 
bid of $638,295 from 
STC Construction, Inc. 
of Springville to do the 
required work at the plant. 
It was noted that the BPU 
does have some funds to 
allocate for the project 
and they would begin 
making payments on the 
bond in the 2021-22 fi scal 
year.

“We do have the 

contractor, they’re ready 
to go and their shovels 
are ready,” Hensel said. “I 
think EPA will be satisfi ed 
as long as they see that 
we’re doing something.”

In the project, about 
$598,000 is for the UV 
disinfection upgrade 
work, civil and electrical 
construction. About 
$10,000 is a contingency 
allowance and about 
$30,400 is for the Tribal 
Employment Rights 
ordinance fee.

Additionally, the 
Seneca Nation has 
applied to oversee the 
permits to discharge 
waste in the river, and the 
EPA currently and will 
continue to oversee all 
permits for the BPU. It 
was noted that converting 
to a UV plant will reduce 
the need for permits.

The council also 
approved bonding for 
two vehicles for the BPU, 
a new service truck for 
the water department at 
$86,000 and a used digger 
truck for $89,900.

The 2020 Doge 
Chassis, Cyncon 
Equipment Service 
truck was approved for 
purchase at the May 
2019 BPU meeting and is 
expected to arrive within 
the week.

The 2012 Digger/
Derrick Line truck from 
Altec, Inc. was approved 
at the Feb. 11 BPU 
meeting and payments for 
the truck would not begin 
until the 2021-22 budget.

“The new ones go for 
$140,000 all the way up 
to $200,000s,” Hensel 
said. “Ours has a big 
hydraulic leak and it’s 
cost-prohibitive to fi x and 
we need this one right 
away.”

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
A new ultraviolet upgrade project is expected to begin soon 
at the city of Salamanca’s wastewater treatment plant, an 
EPA-required upgrade that will cost $638,000.

See BPU Project, A5

 Good times are ahead at
 The New Waverly of Otto

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
OTTO — A small town with 

huge community spirit has made 
it possible for The New Waverly 
to open any day now. When that 
happens, residents and other patrons 
will have a cozy place to gather 
where they can enjoy good times. 

Once the liquor license arrives, 
owner Barbara Gubala will open the 
doors to her new bar and restaurant 
that once housed the Waverly Inn. 

Over the last six years, friends 
and family have come together 
and volunteered to bring the old 
building back to life.

According to Gubala, they 
gutted the building upstairs and 
downstairs. An incredible 26 tons of 
old wallpaper, plaster, lath and other 
debris was removed. The outdated 
kitchen in the back has been torn 
off and a 40-by-30-foot addition put 
on. Three new bathrooms have also 
been installed, and insulation has 
been added.

“This place is now well-insulated. 
Back in the day, they used to say 
if there were less than six people 
in the bar room, the beer would 
freeze,” she said with a laugh.

Gubala said they constructed 
two private, residential apartments 

upstairs. The back apartment is 
larger with cathedral ceilings, a loft, 
spiral stairs and a cat walk.

The focus of the establishment 
is the beautiful, L-shaped bar top 

Press photo by Deb Everts
The New Waverly, located on Otto-East Otto Road in the village of Otto, hasn’t 
changed much since the building was constructed in the 1850s, but the 
renovated restaurant inside is expected to open any day now.

See Otto, A5

It’s all downhill from here

Press photo by Eli Phillips
Participants in the annual Penguin Paddle fundraiser for the Lounsbury Adaptive Ski Program at Holiday Valley make their 
way down the School Haus slope — penguin style — on Saturday.

219, 417 projects in Salamanca delayed 
until fall, state says

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — New 
information from the New 
York State Department of 
Transportation says the 
projects to repave portions 
of Routes 219 and 417 in the 
city of Salamanca have been 
pushed back until fall.

This comes one week 
after a story published by the 
Press reported the project 
was expected to begin 
this summer, according to 
information listed on the 
DOT website.

The bidding process for 
the fi rst of two projects is 
expected to begin in the fall 
with construction underway 
soon after, said Susan 

Surdej, DOT spokesperson 
for Region 5, on Feb. 28.

Mayor Michael “Smitty” 
Smith said he learned of 

the project being postponed 
after discussion with Region 
5 Director Frank Cirillo last 
week.

“They’re trying to speed 
it up. I stressed to him that 
we’re not patching holes in 
their roads this year,” Smith 
said. “They have to come 
down here and put that hot 
patch in and roll it out. We 
do not have staff nor money 
to spend $120,000 like we 
did last year patching their 
holes.”

The fi rst project would 
consist of repaving 
Clinton Street, a portion 
of Wildwood Avenue 
and Central Ave, which 
carry Routes 219 and 417 
through the eastern and 
northern sections of the 
city. The second project, 
now projected for 2021, 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
A portion of the righthand southbound lane of Central 
Avenue in Salamanca is coned off from traffic due to 
crumbling conditions of Route 219. The project to repave this 
road this summer has been pushed back until fall, state 
officials confirmed.

See 417 Projects, A5
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