
By Rick Miller

County Reporter

RANDOLPH — For 48 
years, Sally Marsh has been 
singing with hundreds of 
her friends every week at 
the hootenanny in Allegany 
State Park. 

After holding out hope 
for several weeks, she 
learned Aug. 5 that Sally’s 
Hootenanny won’t happen 
this summer due to concerns 
over COVID- 19.

“Every week, I was 
hopeful,” Marsh told the 
Olean Times Herald. 

She continued talks with 
state park officials, but in the 
end, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
decided that entertainment in 
the parks was too dangerous. 
On Aug. 5, the last word 
came on the hootenanny: 
No. There will be no 
entertainment in the parks. 
The park’s popular artist-in-

residence program was also 
canceled. 

“I cried all day,” she said. 
“I was still hopeful.” 

Marsh said she offered to 
do two weekly hootenannies, 
so the crowds would be 
smaller and socially-
distanced. People would 
wear masks. And they 
wouldn’t come up to the 

Quaker Amphitheater 
stage and dance. Or do the 
“Locomotion” through the 
crowd. 

She even thought of 
doing the hootenanny in the 
Quaker Lake Beach parking 
lot — with everyone staying 
socially distant in their cars. 
With the possibility that 
Cuomo’s order could change, 

Marsh told park officials she 
could set up in an hour if the 
governor changed his mind. 

“I wouldn’t do it like I 
usually did,” Marsh said. 
“It’s been tough on families.” 

On Marsh too. 
She misses the 300 to 

400 people who lined the 
benches and the grassy 
hill in front of the Quaker 
Amphitheater singing 
familiar campfire songs 
along with her. Marsh knows 
many of them by name. She 
knew who would be at next 
week’s hoot based on who 
was there on any particular 
Thursday night. People tend 
to camp the same weeks 
every year. Marsh answers 
20 or so emails a day from 
friends asking whether 
they will be able to catch a 
hootenanny this year.

Her answers have gone 
from “I hope so” to “not this 

78 / 55 /salamancapress

salamancapress.com

Thank you to the 3,500 weekly 
readers of The Salamanca Press.

CONNECT WITH USWEATHER AT A GLANCE

Thursday Friday Saturday

Sunny

83 / 60

Mostly
Sunny

84 / 61

Partly
Cloudy

INDEX

Church Listings  A9
Classified   A8
Obituaries  A3
Old Times   A9

Opinion   A4
Police Reports  A4
Puzzles   A7 
Sports   A11-12
Television Listings  A6-7 

Football turf and scoreboard 
give fans a glimpse of new 
Vets Park

Page A11

SPORTS

PROUDLY SERVING CENTRAL AND WESTERN CATTARAUGUS COUNTY FOR OVER 150 YEARS

SALAMANCA PRESS
THE

Est. 1867

August 20 - 26, 2020 $1.25

Providing a place to plant

Page A3

LOCAL

Page A2

Salamanca council 
passes a dozen 
items in August 

meeting
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
Salamanca Common 
Council held its first regular 
meeting in over a month 
on Aug. 12, tackling a 
number of resolutions that 
would both bring additional 
funding into the city as 
well as save money in other 
departments.

First, the council 
approved a resolution 
withdrawing the issuance 
of a Statutory Installment 
Bond for $298,424 for the 
purchase of a new 2020 
Altec bucket truck for the 
Board of Public Utilities’ 
electric department.

BPU General Manager 
Dennis Hensel explained 
that funding from New 
York Power Authority came 
through after the program 
was reinstated. The funding 
was expected to come when 
the budget was approved 
earlier this year, but the 
program was paused for 
several months due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The council next 
authorized a memorandum 
of agreement between the 
Seneca Nation and city 
related to the operation of 
the city’s solid waste and 
hazardous waste disposal 
practices.

“Continuing the fallout 
of the city of Olean for 
the third year in a row 
of dumping raw sewage 
into the Allegheny River 
20 miles upstream, this is 
basically saying if there is 
an accident here that we 
have to report it and work 
with the Nation to fix it,” 
said Mayor Michael R. 
Smith.

Next, the council 
approved declaring a Bauer 
Breathing Air Compressor 

air cylinder storage station 
as surplus and authorized 
its sale to the Knapp Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department 
for $500.

Fire Chief Nick 
Bocharski said the fire 
department received a grant 
in the spring to purchase a 
new air compressor. He said 
the surplus equipment was 
purchased in 1984.

The council next 
authorized the submission 
of an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant for an 
upgraded portable radio 
repeater in the amount of 
$21,466.38 with the city 
responsible for $1,073.32 of 
the cost.

Bocharski said the 
radio repeater is a piece of 
equipment that will boost 
their radio power in areas 
of the city that have dead 
space where the signals 
can’t penetrate, such as 
inside some areas of the 
Seneca Allegany Resort and 
Casino.

“This item would be 
portable, so you could leave 
it somewhere and you could 
have that power right next 
to you,” he explained.

The council also 
authorized the submission 
of another Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant for 
reimbursement of up 
to $3,000 for personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic with the city 
responsible for $150 of the 
payment.

Next, the council 
authorized storm drainage 
work to be done by the 
state Department of 
Transportation for the 
construction, reconstruction 
or improvements of Routes 
417 and 219 in the city.

See Council Meeting, A5

Sally Marsh announces state park 
hootenannies canceled for year

Press file photo
Sally Marsh at a 2017 hootenanny at the Quaker 
Amphitheater in Allegany State Park. This year’s hoots have 
been canceled due to coronavirus concerns.

See Hootenannies, A5

Friends of ASP continue renovations 
at historic Red House sawmill

Salamanca educator named Teacher of the Year by county, 
district Veterans of Foreign Wars

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

RED HOUSE — 
Thanks to another grant, 
the Friends of Allegany 
State Park (FOASP) 
will be able to continue 
renovations on the park’s 
historic Red House 
sawmill.

FOASP was awarded a 
$10,399 matching grant 
from the Environmental 
Protection Fund’s Park and 
Trail Partnership Grants 
program for their “Save 
the Red House Sawmill” 
project. Paul Crawford, 
FOASP president, said 
the group has pledged a 
15-percent match and will 
have to raise an additional 
$1,835.12, bringing 

the total project cost to 
$12,234. 

Crawford said the 
funds will be used to 
replace interior wall 
board, the purchase of 15 
informational kiosks for 
self-guided tours, a stand 
and a large screen TV to 
show mill video footage.

The official 
announcement made 
July 31 by Governor 
Andrew Cuomo said the 
grant is one of 29 awards 
totaling $900,000 for 
organizations dedicated 
to the stewardship and 
promotion of New York’s 
state parks and historic 
sites, trails and public 
lands. 

“It’s inspiring to see the 
transformational effect 

See ASP, A10

Photo submitted
The Friends of Allegany State Park has been awarded a 
$10,399 matching grant from the Environmental Protection 
Fund’s Park and Trail Partnership Grants program to continue 
renovations on the historic Red House Sawmill. The funds 
will be used to replace wall board, purchase 15 kiosks, a 
stand and a large screen TV to show mill video footage. 

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — For many 
years, students in the classroom 
of Salamanca High School 
teacher Kim Dry have learned 
the ins and outs of business and 
technology, but they’ve also 
learned about patriotism and 
citizenship.

When her family, friends, 
colleagues and community 
members came together 
Saturday to recognize her as 
Teacher of the Year from local, 
county and district Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the last person 
Dry was thinking about was 
herself.

“There are many teachers 
who should be getting this 
before me,” she said. “During 

this COVID thing, I realized 
that students are the most 
important element in my job, 
and I miss them tremendously.”

Danny Williams, 
Commander of District 6 
VFW of New York, introduced 
Dry in a ceremony outside 
the Salamanca VFW post on 
Wildwood Avenue. District 
6 represents Chautauqua, 
Cattaraugus, Allegany and Erie 
counties.

Williams said each year, 
an elementary, junior high 
and high school teacher 
whose curriculum focuses on 
citizenship education topics 
can be nominated for the 
Smart/Maher VFW National 
Citizenship Education Teacher 
Award.

Starting from the local post 
level, teachers are recognized 

at the county, district and 
state levels on the way to the 
nationals, held each year in 
Kansas City. Three exceptional 
teachers are chosen for their 
outstanding commitment to 
teaching Americanism and 
patriotism to their students, and 
Williams said Dry is such a 
teacher in Salamanca.

“Without our nation’s 
veterans, American wouldn’t 
be the great nation it is 
today,” he said. “Our youth 
deserve to learn about our rich 
history, traditions and the role 
of veterans in creating and 
shaping America.”

Upon accepting the awards, 
Dry thanked God for always 
shining on her and her family 
for their patience. In addition 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Salamanca High School teacher Kim Dry was presented Saturday with 
Teacher of the Year awards from the Salamanca VFW Post 5296, 
Cattaraugus/Allegany County Council and the District 6 VFW of New York. 
Shown (from left) are Salamanca VFW Auxiliary President Kathi Sarver, 
Cattaraugus/Allegany County Council Commander Joel Vanik, Dry and 
District 6 VFW Commander Danny Williams.

See VFW, A5

Construction now underway 
on Great Valley town hall 
basketball court
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