
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 

city’s offices have reopened 
to the public as of Monday 
after a nearly three-
month lockout due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Salamanca 
Municipal Building is open 
regular hours, 8:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, with safety and 
social distancing practices 
in place.

“We will reopen to the 
public as best we can, and 
as safely as we can,” said 
Mayor Michael R. Smith 
last week. “But we’re 
looking forward to it. It’s 
been a long time without 
seeing our people.”

Since the end of March, 
city hall had been closed 
with only select employees 
allowed to enter for work. 
Everyone moved in and 
out through the police 
station door with regular 
health screenings to test for 
symptoms of coronavirus.

Last week, city public 
works employees installed 
the plastic protective 
plastic shields at every 
office to help maintain 
social distancing with non-
employees, Smith said. 

“We will be coming in 
and out only through the 
police department where 
there will be temperature 
checks,” the mayor said. 
“Masks are mandatory.” 

Upon entering, Smith 
said visitors will go through 
the screening process and 
questionnaire to make sure 

each person is healthy and 
hasn’t been to a heavily 
infected area. Inside city 
hall, there is appropriate 
signage at every door and 
every office will follow the 
state requirements.

“It’s the standard 
operating procedure in 
2020 anymore,” he added.

Because it still may be 
several weeks away, Smith 
said he’s not sure what 
the plans are for Phase 
4 of reopening. He said 
there may be discussions 
of tentatively opening city 
parks and other buildings, 
but nothing certain yet.

Additionally, Common 
Council meetings are once 
again open to the public 
beginning this Wednesday.

“We will be spread out 
through the courtroom with 
social distancing,” Smith 

explained. “We don’t attract 
thousands of people, but 
anyone else who comes 
will have to spread out.”

Between the end of 
March and this week, only 
city officials were allowed 
to attend with meetings 
in the city conference 
room being held online 
via GoToMeetings for the 
public.

In the courtroom 
Wednesday, the council 
was expected to keep their 
distance at their main table 
while other city officials 
have their spots apart from 
others, Smith said.

“We’ll maintain it as best 
we’re able,” he added. “It’ll 
be nice to have the staff 
back and I look forward to 
seeing the people who stop 
by my office and brighten 
my day.”

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 

Residents of the Salamanca 
City Central School District 
passed a budget with no 
change in the tax levy for 
the next school year as well 
as the acquisition of three 
properties for potential future 
projects

Salamanca’s proposed 
$43.54 million budget for the 
2020-21 school year passed 
Tuesday by a 666-134 tally.

“The voter turnout was 
fantastic. The turnout 
reflected our effort to get 
information out to the 
community in a timely, 
responsible fashion so 
individuals voting knew 
what they were voting on 
before the ballots came,” said 
Robert Breidenstein, district 
superintendent. “I think that 
helped draw 820 voters to 
return their ballots back to 
the district.”

Breidenstein said the 
success of the absentee ballot 
vote was primarily due to 
the district clerk, Janet Koch, 
who oversaw the printing, 
distribution, mailing, 
collecting and counting of 
the ballots.

“Janet did a fantastic job, 
from getting the information 
from the New York State 
School Board Association to 
attorneys to mobilizing an 
army of our staff members to 
come in and social distance 
stuff envelopes and get them 
out to the community,” he 
added. “The success of the 
vote is in no small part due to 
Janet’s efforts to make sure 
everyone had their ballots in 
a timely fashion.”

Also as expected, 
incumbent Kerry John (743 

votes) was elected to one 
vacant seat on the Board of 
Education as the only name 
on the ballot. There were 
also 29 write-in votes. John 
will begin his next five-year 
term on July 1, 2020, serving 
through June 2025.

The proposed budget 
includes $1.12 million more 
in spending compared to 
the current school year’s 
budget, a 3 percent increase. 
However, the tax levy will 
remain at $250,000 for the 
third consecutive year. Since 
the 2013-14 school year, the 
tax levy has been reduced by 
$3.18 million.

“This budget reflects 
our long-range fiscal 
commitment to funding 
the necessary programs 
that the school district and 
the community support,” 
Breidenstein said. “We’ve 
decreased taxes by over 
91 percent over the past 
10 years, which I think is a 
significant accomplishment 
for our district.”

Breidenstein said the 
district is going to have to 
face some adversity when 
students and staff return 
to the classrooms this fall, 
and the school board was 
committed to making certain 
they had the necessary 
resources to fund programs, 
to maintain critical staff 
and provide the types 
of infrastructure to keep 
everyone safe in a post-
coronavirus world.

“That takes some 
conversion, takes some 
vision and takes a lot of 
hard work,” he added. “I’d 
be remiss if I didn’t thank 
Karen Magara, our assistant 
superintendent for finance, 
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Council approves sidewalk 
replacement, new awnings 
for Seneca Theatre, senior 
center

Holding church services 
drive-in style amid COVID-19
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Voters approve 
Salamanca schools’ 

$43.5 million budget 
with no tax increase

See Election, A5
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Catt-LV, Randolph plan for graduations 
under COVID-19 restrictions

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

High school graduation 
ceremonies are a rite of 
passage in American society. 
To keep that tradition alive, 
Cattaraugus-Little Valley 
Central School (CLV) and 
Randolph Central School 
(RCS) are creatively 
planning their high school 
graduations.

This comes as a result 
of new guidance under 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 
who announced June 7 that 
schools can host outdoor, 
social-distanced graduations 
with no more than 150 
people in attendance, 
starting June 26.

Kristina Maines, CLV 
high school principal, said 
their graduation ceremony 
is scheduled for Friday, 

June 26 at 4 p.m. in the high 
school parking lot. She said 
the Cattaraugus County 
Health Department has 
approved a drive-in style 
graduation.

“The initial plan was for 
each graduate to stay in their 
car until they were called 
to receive their diploma, 
but that changed when 
Governor Cuomo released 
that we could gather in a 
group of 150,” she said. 
“Therefore, our seniors can 
now be out of their vehicles 

and seated together on the 
basketball court with social 
distancing — 6 feet apart.”

Maines said parents will 
be instructed to remain in 
their vehicles until their 
child is called to the outdoor 
stage to receive their 
diploma and some special 
gifts. Parents will then be 
allowed to exit their vehicle 
to take pictures and videos, 
but they must be wearing a 
mask. 

“Parents will be able to 
see their child walk across 
the stage. Afterward, they 

will be asked to go back 
to their vehicle,” she said. 
“One vehicle per family will 
be allowed. In the case of a 
split family, we will allow 
two vehicles.” 

Maines said it’s important 
that the seniors all be seated 
together and graduate as a 
class. She said people take 
the traditional graduation, 
where the kids sit together 
on a stage, for granted. 

“We were going to make 
an alternate plan work, but 
we were very excited when 
the governor announced 
that we could gather in a 
group of 150. Now, the 
students can be together 
and experience their 
graduation as a class,” she 
said. “They’ve been together 
for multiple years, so this 

See Graduations, A5

Salamanca Municipal Building 
reopened to public

New picnic grounds under construction on Fawn Avenue
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 

A new picnic area for 
reunions, parties and 
events in the city is under 
construction at the end of 
Fawn Avenue.

Under ownership of 
the Salamanca Permanent 
Firefighters Benevolent 
Association, the 
approximately 1.5-acre 
space across from the 
Bill Flanigan ice pond is 
on its way to becoming 
a multiuse area with 
a pavilion and tables, 
recreational space, a 
parking lot and more.

“We’re working on it 
now, starting to clear the 
land and stuff like that,” 
said Brandon Smith, Code 
Enforcement Officer and 
member of the association, 

earlier in June. “By the 
end of the week, it should 
be shovel ready.”

About one year ago, the 
association purchased the 
two vacant lots from the 
city for $912.50 with plans 
to develop the property as 
a picnic area.

Phase one of the project 
is estimated to cost about 
$65,000. Smith said the 
association also received 
a grant for $40,000 from 
the Salamanca Industrial 
Development Agency, 
something they did not 
initially expect.

“That has worked out 
well, so we’re just playing 
it by ear for now,” he 
added.

By the end of the 
project’s first phase, Smith 
said they’re hoping to Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley

Members of the Salamanca Permanent Firefighter’s Benevolent Association gather at the cleared lot on Fawn Avenue that will soon 
be a new picnic area to rent in the city.

See New Picnic, A5

http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A9&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A4&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A11&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A11&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312
http://salamancapress.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=d42e70dd-de99-5718-8ff8-02be6a210312

