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Salamanca schools to 
move alt ed program 

to former St. Pat’s

Rail Museum 
to raffle off quilt 

featuring Salamanca’s 
railroad era

GV Firemen’s Clubhouse receives 
overdue facelift

Project supplier gives firemen a breath
 of fresh air with bottle donation

New York’s ending 
religious exemptions for 
vaccinations could impact 

Amish students

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The Salamanca 
City Central School District’s newest 
incarnation of an alternative education 
program, Warrior Academy, will soon 
have a new home at the former St. 
Patrick’s School on River Street.

The Board of Education on Aug. 6 
approved a lease agreement with L.R. 
Hoag Development Company to lease 
a portion of the premises at 79 River 
St. for the comprehensive education 
program.

“In June, the State Education 
Department approved our request 
that we submitted around January or 
February to formalize the Warrior 
Academy as an alternative school,” 
said Dr. Mark Beehler, assistant 
superintendent for Academic Services.

Once that was fi nalized, Beehler 

said they need to fi nd somewhere with 
more space to house all the classes the 
program would offer. That’s just what 
the former Catholic school building had.

The lease would be in effect Aug. 1, 
2019, through July 31, 2021.

“We met with Mr. Hoag, who has 
made some modifi cations to the old 
St. Pat’s school,” Beehler said. “We 
identifi ed four spaces that are essentially 
equivalent to four classrooms.”

Two of thespaces the district would 
use are large, open classrooms that 
Beehler said they would be used for 
direct instruction. The other two spaces 
would be broken up into smaller spaces 
and used for counseling, tutoring, adult 
and student GED classes, long-term 
out-of-school tutoring and in-school 
tutoring.

“One of those rooms we identity 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
The former St. Patrick’s School on River Street will once again be housing classes for local 
students when the Salamanca City Central School District’s alternative education Warrior 
Academy program begins there in its new home this fall.

See Sal Schools, A6

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

GREAT VALLEY 
— The Great Valley 
Volunteer Fire 
Department’s clubhouse 
has been a much loved 
and used space in 
community for years, but 
it was in desperate need of 
cosmetic improvements.

This summer, the 
building on Depot 
Street received a facelift 
all along the outside, 
matching what people fi rst 
see when approaching the 
clubhouse to the quality 
of the facilities inside.

“We recently put 
masonry stone, some 
new windows and doors 
and PVC siding on the 
fi remen’s clubhouse,” said 
Mark Ward, assistant fi re 
chief.

Ward said this was the 
fi rst time the fi re company 
had done anything to 
the exterior since it was 
built in 1983, with the 
exception of occasional 
painting and fi xing the 
roof.

“It’s a fairly signifi cant 
project,” he added. “We 
tried to improve the curb 

appeal.”
The materials came 

from Armor Building 
Supply, of Olean, the 
department’s long-time 
supplier, Ward said.

To show their support 
of the fi re company, 
Armor recently donated 
$1,500 for purchasing 

new SCBA air bottles, 
which often about $800 
each, Ward said. The 
SCBA air bottles last for 
about 10 years and have 
to be replaced regularly to 
meet safety standards.

“They’ve worked with 
us over the years on 
projects at the fi rehall,” 

he added. “It was very 
nice, very thoughtful… 
It’s great when a company 
like this supports the 
community.”

Although a majority of 
the project is complete, 
there is still some more 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Members of the Great Valley Volunteer Fire Department recently received a breath of fresh 
air from Armor Supply of Olean, who donated $1,500 to the fire company for new 
replacement air bottles. Pictures (from left): Mark Ward, assistant fire chief; Don Martin, 
salesman for Armor; Fire Chief Jim Evans; and Ron Konka, Armor manager.

See Firemen’s, A6

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — The 
Salamanca Rail Museum 
is currently holding a quilt 
raffl e to benefi t the ongoing 
restoration of the facility, to 
lay down track for a future 
excursion train and other 
upcoming projects.

Raffl e tickets are 3 for 
$5, and the drawing is 
planned for Labor Day 
weekend. People need not 
be present to win.

Museum Director Jaré 
Cardinal said the quilt raffl e 
was made possible through 
the generosity of Sally 

Marsh who grew up in 
Salamanca and now lives in 
Randolph.

She said Marsh, a 
volunteer supporter of the 
rail museum, contacted 
them in late spring and 
said she would like to have 
a quilt made that would 
feature photographs of Stan 
Carlson’s railroad-themed 
paintings, along with some 
photos from the museum’s 
collections. 

Thinking it was a great 
idea, Cardinal suggested 
that Marsh approach 
Carlson who used to 

Press photo by Deb Everts
Photos of Salamanca’s railroad era are featured on a quilt 
donated by Sally Marsh to benefit the Salamanca Rail 
Museum.

See Railroad, A6

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

Amish school children 
in Cattaraugus County 
will probably have to fi nd 
another way to school this 
fall if they currently are 
transported by school bus 
along with public school 
students. 

New York’s new 
vaccination regulations 
eliminating religious 
exemptions — such as 
those claimed by the 
Amish — go into effect 
this September at the start 
of the school year. 

It also applies to private 

schools, Headstart and 
other Pre-K programs. 

The new state 
vaccination requirements 
may also keep some 
public school children out 
of school if they cannot 
prove they have started 
and have appointments 
for a six-week vaccination 
program from a physician. 

Dr. Kevin Watkins, 
Cattaraugus County public 
health director, said he 
expects to meet with 
school superintendents 
next week to discuss what 
options schools face in the 
elimination of the religious 
exemption. 

The options are limited, 
Watkins indicated. Schools 
can either refuse to 
transport Amish children 
who are unvaccinated 
or transport them on a 
separate bus from public 
school students. 

The New York State 
Department of Health is 
considering a statewide 
response to the issue 
Watkins and others raised 
with state health offi cials 
last month, but for now, 
it’s up to each county 
board of health. 

County Attorney 

Press photo by Rick Miller
Amish children walk home along Route 62 in the town of Conewango. A new law eliminating 
the religious exemption to vaccinations could mean an end of Amish students riding school 
buses with public school students.

See Amish, A6
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