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Pumpkinville begins 51st 
season Saturday

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

GREAT VALLEY — It’s almost 
Pumpkinville time! 

It’s that time of year when all 
roads lead to the road that leads 
to Pumpkinville, nestled at the 
northern end of Sugartown Road 
off Route 98, Great Valley. 

Pumpkinville is New York 
state’s oldest continually working 
pumpkin farm — 51 years and 
counting. It will be open daily 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. when it 
opens Saturday. 

“It may not be the biggest, but 
we think it is the best,” said owner 
Dan Pawlowski, who runs it with 
his wife, Diane. 

She oversees the bakery and 
assures everyone there will again 
be plenty of pumpkin doughnuts 
again this year. Follow your nose 
to the kitchen where you’ll fi nd 
other bakery items including 
breads, cookies and pumpkin pies. 

The Pawlowskis continue to 
expand Pumpkinville, adding new 
attractions each year. New this 

year is the Happy Horse Carousel, 
right next to the Fun Zone.

“We looked coast to coast for a 
carousel for several years,” Dan 
said on a tour of Pumpkinville 
last week. “It’s portable. We set 

it up and it’s been inspected for 
use. Next year we hope to have it 
under permanent cover.”

The carousel has an agricultural 

Press photo by Rick Miller
Pumpkinville owners Dan and Diane Palwlowski have added a new attraction this 
year, the Happy Horse Carousel. Pumpkinville opens for a 51st season on 
Saturday, Sept.14. 

See Pumpkinville, A6

Reed blasts Cuomo 
over casino 

revenue sharing 
funds promised 

Salamanca
By Rick Miller

County Reporter

U.S. Rep. Tom Reed 
on Sept. 3 laid blame for 
the death of a Salamanca 
woman on a lack of fi re 
department personnel 
brought about by the 
state’s failure 
to pay the 
city’s share 
of Seneca 
casino 
revenue 
sharing 
funds. 

That 
amounts 
to about 
$6 million 
a year for 
the city of Salamanca, 
which has a limited ability 
to raise property taxes 
because of the exemption 
of Seneca-owned property 
on the Allegany Territory. 

Reed told the Olean 
Times Herald that 
“because of staffi ng 
issues” only one fi refi ghter 
was available when a 
call came in late August 
in involving an apparent 
cardiac arrest of a 46-year-
old city resident. 

The congressman did 
not identify the woman, 
who he said “died on the 
way to the hospital due 
to the delay” in response 
by emergency medical 
technicians on the fi re 
department. 

Reed said he had met 
with Salamanca Mayor 
Michael “Smitty” Smith 
and fi re offi cials over 
the issue of the state’s 
failure to follow through 
what were thought to be 
promises by the governor’s 
representatives that the 
city would get its casino 
revenue sharing funds just 
like Niagara Falls. 

The Common Council 
had recently tabled 

the hiring of two new 
fi refi ghters over funding, 
Reed noted, indicating the 
department was short-
staffed. 

“Because the EMTs 
were out on another 
call, only one fi refi ghter 
was available” when the 
cardiac arrest call came in, 

Reed said. 
The Corning 

Republican 
said the fi re 
department 
positions were 
unfi lled because 
of the payment 
due to the local 
community 
under the 

Seneca/New York 
State gaming 

compact. 
The city is down to its 

last $800,000 in reserves, 
Reed said. With payroll 
of $70,000 to $80,000 a 
week, it won’t last long. 

The Senecas have 
withheld the 20 percent 
share of slot machine 
revenue they shared with 
New York State since 
early 2017. The Senecas 
maintained the pact did not 
mention continued Seneca 
payments past year 14 of 
the 21-year pact. 

An arbitration panel 
found in favor of the state 
and ordered the Senecas to 
pay $225 million to New 
York state and resume the 
revenue sharing payments. 

In recent weeks, Reed 
has been poking Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo over the 
need for the state to repair 
roads on Seneca territories 
including Salamanca-area 
roads and the New York 
State Thruway. Earlier in 
August, Reed called on 
the federal government to 
investigate the Thruway 
matter. 

See Reed, A6

U.S. Rep. Tom Reed

Locals work together to save Leon’s 
Treat Cemetery

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

LEON — Amanda 
Brainard continues her 
mission to preserve old 
cemeteries and bring them 
back to their former glory. 
Most recently, her focus 
has been on Leon’s Treat 
Cemetery located along 
Route 62.

With a passion to protect 
the cemetery from neglect 
and decay, Brainard, Town 
Supervisor Frederick Filock; 
Tim Stockman, gravedigger; 
and Highway Superintendent 
Joel Fieblekorn are focusing 
on a number of headstones 
that desperately need 
attention. The crew has been 
busy all summer digging 
new foundations, replacing 
and rebuilding.

Brainard said about 10 to 
15 headstones are scheduled 
for repair so far. She said 
some have completely fallen 
apart, and they felt others 
were extremely dangerous 
for people to be around.

“Tim Stockman has done 

all of the repairs with help 
from his son and a crew 
he relies on for this type 
of work,” she said. “Joel 
Fieblekorn has provided 
heavy equipment, such as 
a backhoe, that we used 
to move the bigger stones 
so we could build the 
foundations.”

In order to repair many 
of the stones, Brainard 
said they are fi rst replacing 
or building entirely new 
foundations from scratch to 
help prevent the headstones 
from experiencing issues 
related to environmental 
factors like frost upheaval.

According to Brainard, 
Treat Cemetery was initially 
Fairview Cemetery, which 
was the original cemetery 
for the town of Leon. She 
said Fairview Cemetery was 
utilized from at least 1817 
to the late 1880s. It was 
moved across the road, circa 
1900, so the majority of 
headstones they are repairing 
are between 100 to 170 years 
old.

“The way the headstones 

were stabilized back then 
was without foundations. If a 
corner needed support, they 
shimmed it with whatever 
fl at rocks they could fi nd. 
Everything was done by 
hand,” she said. “The ground 
in Treat Cemetery is clay 
with a lot of big rocks. It can 
sometimes be very diffi cult 
to dig today — even with a 
backhoe when we have to do 
a burial.”

Brainard said, in a 
nonprofi t cemetery situation, 
repair of headstones is the 
responsibility of the family. 
However, in a municipal 
cemetery situation, such 
as Leon’s, it’s a fi ne line 
between whether it is the 
town’s responsibility or the 
family’s responsibility. 

“I have been told by the 
New York State Division of 
Cemeteries in my work with 

See Treat Cemetery, A6

After 13 years, Great Strides walking strong 
in Salamanca

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — A gathering of St. 
Bonaventure University athletes with 
members of the Salamanca community 
Saturday morning once again helped 
raise awareness for cystic fi brosis and the 
desire to fi nd a cure for the life-threatening 
disease.

The walk Saturday at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church marked the 13th annual 
event in Salamanca and continues to grow, 
said Greg Herrick, whose son, Andy, was 
born with cystic fi brosis.

“It’s not something we set out to do, but 
we’re pretty proud that we’re able to keep 
this going and raise as much money as we 
have,” Herrick said.

The connection to the St. Bonaventure 
athletic community is Andy’s uncle, 
Darryn Fiske, a Salamanca resident who 
also serves as director of strength and 
conditioning at St. Bonaventure.

Before the walk, participants gathered 

in front of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
where the event begins each year. On the 
front lawn of the church, those driving by 
would see participants visiting, laughing 

and taking group photos, some running for 
the fi rst time — others, the 13th. 

“We keep waiting for the support to 
trail off. Usually, events have a limited 

shelf life,” Herrick said. “But because of 
the awesome community, it’s just keeps 
getting bigger and better every year, and 
the same people come back and support. … 
We always see a few new faces each year, 
but for the most part, it’s the same loyal 
supporters.”

Along with the community members and 
Bonaventure students, many Salamanca 
Warriors sports teams also participate in 
the walk, some of which Andy, 14, is a 
member of.

“Andy is doing fantastic,” Herrick said 
of his son. “He didn’t miss any school last 
year because of the disease. He participates 
in all kinds of sports and it hasn’t limited 
him at all.”

His dad said Andy works hard to make 
sure he stays healthy, taking the medication 
and doing the treatments necessary. 
From a mental standpoint, he said Andy 
receives overwhelming support from 
family, friends, classmates, coaches and the 

See  Fibrosis Walk, A6

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Members of the Salamanca community were joined by St. Bonaventure student athletes 
Saturday morning in the 13th annual Great Strides Walk in support of cystic fibrosis research 
and awareness. Over 250 people participated in the walk this year.

Photo submitted
Tim Stockman, who digs the graves at Leon’s Treat 
Cemetery, is shown building a new foundation for one of 
the old headstones.
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