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SALAMANCA — 

Investigators testifi ed 
Friday that the two men 
killed who a Salamanca 
man Jan. 12 claimed the 
victim allegedly directed 
a racial slur at one of the 
defendants, leading to the 
deadly altercation. 

Jeremiah Desjarlais, 
35, and Derrick Marsh, 
31, who both pleaded not 
guilty to second-degree 
murder, a class A-1 felony, 
in the death of 38-year-
old Chad Skoken, sat 
silent while appearing in 
Salamanca City Court for 
their preliminary hearing. 

Lt. Tina Owens of 
the Salamanca Police 
Department testifi ed 
Desjarlais came to the 

police station on the 
morning of Jan. 13 and 
told her about Skoken’s 
death. Police reported that 
evening that Skoken’s 
body was found in a locked 
garage at 37 Waite Ave. 

Owens said when she 
interviewed Desjarlais, 
he said there had been a 
fi ght between himself, 
Skoken and Marsh, which 
led to Desjarlais choking 
Skoken until he fell to the 
fl oor. Owens said, while 
investigating the scene, 
she noted Skoken’s face 
appeared bloody and 
swollen. 

Owens said Desjarlais 
told her he heard Skoken, 
who is white, call Marsh, 
who is black, a racial slur 
in the garage. Desjarlais 
said he opened the garage 
door and saw Marsh 

punching Skoken in the 
face. 

Detective Nathan Root 
of the Cattaraugus County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce testifi ed he 
was called in to assist with 
the investigation Jan. 13, 
locating Marsh on Waite 
Avenue and bringing him 
to the police station for 
questioning. 

Root said Marsh said he 
and Desjarlais had been 
drinking at 37 Waite Ave. 
the night of Jan. 11 and 
into the morning when the 
fi ght broke out. 

Marsh told Root that 
he was coming out of a 
bathroom in the residence 
when Skoken called 
Marsh the racial slur in the 
hallway and a fi ght broke 
out. The investigator said 
Marsh claimed he began 
kicking at Skoken to knock 

a knife out of his hand. 
Root testifi ed Marsh said 

Desjarlais eventually began 
choking Skoken and told 
Marsh to leave. 

Bryan Milks, 
Desjarlais’s defense 
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Silver Creek spoils career 
night for SHS big man 
White Black Knights hold 
off Warriors, 67-62
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Police: Salamanca murder suspects 
claim fight resulted from racial slur

Two suspects held with no bail

Chad Skoken

See Sal Murder, A4

Ellicottville woman continues 
volunteer work in Legion Auxiliary

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — 

Sandy Oyler’s late 
husband Joseph was 
stationed at the Naval 
Base in Portsmouth, N.H. 
when they met. After 
their marriage in 1968, 
the couple moved to his 
hometown of Ellicottville.

Sandy joined the 
American Legion 
Auxiliary in 1976 and 
became a very active 
member, holding every 
offi ce from Chaplain to 
Secretary to President.

She maintained her 
interest in the Auxiliary 
for 35 years because of 
the friendship she enjoyed 
with the other women, 

her personal sense of 
patriotism and the chance 
to serve her community as 
well as the veterans.

As an example, she 
mentioned the annual 
Christmas party, a 
tradition that has 
continued for 27 years. 
Under the direction of 
the Auxiliary, the Legion 
shopped for and provided 
gifts and a party for 25 
area children. The event 
included homemade 
cookies and a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.

The Post and Auxiliary 
participate in and 
sponsor many worthy 
local activities such as 
Girl’s State, Girl Scouts, 

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
A long-time member of the Ellicottville American Legion 
Auxiliary, Sandy Olyer is currently working to provide baby 
blankets for the Women’s Wellness Center at Veterans’ 
Hospital in Buffalo.See Legion Auxiliary, A5

Salamanca schools recognized for
 STEM education achievement

Photo courtesy Salamanca City Central School District
Salamanca High School was one of three secondary schools from across the United States and Canada to recently receive a 
Future of Education Technology Conference (FETC) STEM Excellence Award for distinction and innovation in the field of K-12 
STEM education. Shown are several Salamanca school district administrators and staff members accepting the award.

Auditions for 
‘Southern Tier’s 

Got Talent’ 
coming Feb. 8

Salamanca Press file photo
Josiah Jenks performs his song during the first round of 
Southern Tier’s Got Talent in February 2019. Auditions for 
this year’s talent show will take place Feb. 8 at Ray Evans 
Seneca Theater.

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — 

Auditions for the second 
annual “Southern Tier’s 
Got Talent” competition 
will take place Saturday, 
Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. at the Ray 
Evans Seneca Theater on 
Main Street.

Organizer Glenn Wahl 
said this year’s talent 
show will have a couple of 
changes. He said auditions 
will be closed to the public 
so contestants will not 
perform in front of an 
audience — only for the 
judges.

Because some 
contestants have a 
considerable distance to 
travel, they’ll have the 
option to audition by 
sending a videotape of 
their performance and they 
will be judged based on 
that.

“During the audition, 
each participant will be 
given the opportunity to 
complete their entire act. 
I’ve attended too many 
theater auditions where the 
director gives them only 
about 30 seconds and they 
make up their mind based 
on that,” he said. “I don’t 
like that. I want them to 
sing their whole song or 
perform their whole act. 
Quite often there might be 
a different emotion shown 
later in the performance, or 
it might take the contestant 
a minute or so to get 
comfortable, so I like to 
let them do their whole 
performance.”

Wahl said the 
contestants will have 
two weeks to prepare 
for the fi rst round, and 
they should prepare three 
different performances 
in case they make it 
through to the next round. 

However, their audition 
performance could also be 
used in one of their other 
rounds. 

According to Wahl, cash 
prizes will be awarded 
for fi rst, second and third 
places. The amount of the 
cash awards will be based 
on the proceeds of the 
ticket sales from the three 
shows. 

“Last year, we awarded 
$300 to fi rst place, $200 
for second place and $100 
for third place,” he said. 
“We’ll see how we do as 
far as ticket sales go, but 
we hope to improve on the 
amount of the cash prizes 
this year.” 

Talented people from all 
over the area and beyond 
will gather at the theater 
to try out for a spot in the 
show. Wahl said there’s 
no limit as far as age or 
number of people in the 
act, as long as they fi t on 
the stage. 

“Any talent is fi ne, but 
we rule out anything that’s 
dangerous like chainsaw 
juggling,” he quipped. 
“Talents like singing, 
playing an instrument, 
dancing, juggling — just 
about any skill people 
want to present to be 
selected as contestants.”

Wahl said last 
year’s candidates 
were mostly from the 
local communities of 
Salamanca, Ellicottville, 
Olean and Springville, but 
some came from places 
including Derby, Collins 
and Fredonia, as well 
as Pennsylvanians from 
Coudersport, Bradford, 
Northeast and other areas.

“At this point, we are 
not sure who the emcee 
will be and we are still 
lining up the judges,” he 

See Got Talent, A5
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