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Flash flooding last week closes 
several Salamanca streets

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
A heavy downpour in 
Salamanca the morning 
of June 20 led to fl ash 
fl ooding and the closure 
of several city streets, but 
no injuries or rescues were 
reported.

The Allegheny River 
at the Main Street bridge 
hit 7.36 feet at 5 p.m. on 
June 20, up nearly three 
feet from the night before. 
Much of the overwhelming 
water was seen running 
through residents’ yards 
and down the roads toward 
the river.

A hazardous outlook 
warning was issued for 
Western New York at 
5:15 a.m. June 20 by the 
National Weather Service. 
Even though storms had 
passed through quickly, a 
fl ood warning remained in 
effect until 1:30 p.m.

Several Salamanca 
streets had to be 
temporarily closed, 
including portions of 
Wildwood, Prospect, State 
Park, West and Sycamore 
avenues and Elm, Eagle, 
Academy and Adams 
streets.

Salamanca Department 
of Public Works (DPW) 

Superintendent Rob 
Carpenter said crews were 
at several of these streets 
clearing sewer drains to 
help remove water.

“Those are our major 
fl ood spots, but the water 
is starting to go down,” 
he said. “We’re all over 
the city and checking 
everything.”

Salamanca Fire Chief 

Nick Bocharski said 
the fi re department had 
received about a dozen 
water-related calls that 
afternoon, but other than 
fl ooded basements there 
were no major incidents.

“We’re up to four or 
fi ve basements, but it will 
probably increase when 
everybody gets home from 
work and notices their 

basement is fl ooded,” he 
said.

Carpenter said his crews 
were out early that morning 
preparing for the storm.

“We were on top of it,” 
he said. “I tried to keep the 
drains clear with my crews 
this morning, and then 

Submitted photo
Salamanca Fire Department personnel respond to a stranded car stuck in a flooded portion 
of Academy Street in Salamanca on June 20. A heavy downpour flooded many city streets, 
closing about 10.

See Flooding, A6

City looking 
at new plan 

for State Park 
Ave land

Victorian Tea held at 
Salamanca Historical Museum

Jake Owen, Peter Frampton to rock the casino this weekend
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
SALAMANCA — The outdoor 

events venue at the Seneca 
Allegany Resort and Casino will 
rock all weekend when Jake Owen 
and Peter Frampton take the stage 
on two consecutive nights.

Country music superstar Jake 
Owen will perform his hits on 
Friday night, June 28, at 7 p.m. 
Well-known for his high-energy 
performances and laid-back style, 
Owen burst onto the country music 
scene in 2006. Since then, his 
songs have resonated with listeners 
and audiences everywhere.

On his way to success, Owen 
has opened for big country names 
like Kenny Chesney, Brad Paisley, 
Little Big Town, Keith Urban and 
Jason Aldean. 

According to USA Network, 
Owen has had seven No. 1 singles 
to date — the two-time platinum 
anthem “Barefoot Blue Jean 

Night,” platinum-certifi ed hits 
“Beachin’,” “Anywhere with You,” 
“Alone with You,” “The One That 
Got Away” and, gold-certifi ed 
“American Country Love Song.” 
His fi fth studio album, American 
Love, debuted at No. 1 on 
Billboard’s Top Country Albums 
chart and No. 4 on the Billboard 
200 all-genre chart.

Most recently, he signed a new 
label deal with Big Loud Records, 
reuniting him with producer Joey 
Moi. Owen’s debut single for Big 
Loud, “I Was Jack (You Were 
Diane),” is the fastest rising single 
of his career. His new single, 
“Down To The Honkytonk,” is 
rapidly climbing the Billboard 
Country Airplay charts.

Born in Florida, Owen had 
no plans to be a country singer 
because he thought his future 
was as a professional golfer. 
Unfortunately, his golf career was 
put on hold indefi nitely when 
he was seriously injured in a 
wakeboarding accident that left 

him unable to play competitively. 
But it turned out to be life-
changing when he put down his 
golf clubs and picked up a guitar.

Slowly learning chords and 
songs, he taught himself how to 
play the guitar. He began writing 
his own songs and performing at 
local establishments in his native 
Florida. In 2005, he moved to 
Nashville and signed with RCA, 
then released his debut album, 
Startin’ With Me, later that year. 
His fi fth album, Greetings from … 
Jake, was released in March 2019.

In an interview with KTTS-
FM radio, Owen said he will be 
featured in his fi rst acting role on 
the big screen soon. He will have 
a role in “The Best Friend,” which 
was scheduled to begin fi lming this 
past February.

For tour dates and more 
information on Owen, visit 
jakeowen.net.

 The “Peter Frampton Finale 
— The Farewell Tour,” will 
feature legendary ‘70s icon Peter 

Frampton in an incredible fi nale 
show at Seneca Allegany’s outdoor 
venue, Saturday, June 29 at 7 p.m. 
He’ll be joined by special guest 
Jason Bonham’s Led Zeppelin 
Evening.

It’s been over 40 years since 

Frampton kicked off his solo 
career with the debut of his album, 
“Frampton Comes Alive,” which 
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Country music superstar Jake 
Owen will take the stage at Seneca 
Allegany’s outdoor venue on 
Friday night, June 28 at 7 p.m.
Photo courtesy Red Light 
Management
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Legendary 70s icon Peter 
Frampton is set to perform in The 

“Peter Frampton Finale — The 
Farewell Tour” at Seneca Allegany’s 

outdoor venue, Saturday, June 29 
at 7 p.m. He’ll be joined by special 

guest Jason Bonham’s Led 
Zeppelin Evening.

See Casino, A6

Cultural Center to host Artists 
in Residence at amphitheater 

this summer
By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — 
Allegany State Park (ASP) 
and the Seneca-Iroquois 
National Museum are 
partnering this summer to 
present local musicians from 
the park’s Artist in Residence 
program. 

From July 10 to Aug. 
21., the museum will host 
the free concerts at the 
Onöhsagwë:de’ Cultural 
Center’s new outdoor 
amphitheater every 
Wednesday evening from 6 
to 7 p.m.

Each performance will last 
approximately an hour, with 
a new musician and a variety 

of genres covered each 
week. The event is drug- and 
alcohol-free. It will be held 
weather permitting.

Jennifer Jemison, 
promotion manager at the 

Photo submitted
Beginning July 10, Allegany State Park and the Seneca-
Iroquois National Museum will present local musicians from 
the park’s Artist in Residence program at the museum’s 
outdoor amphitheater. Duo Nick Kody and Lydia Herren of 
The Creek Road Band will perform Aug. 7.

See ASP, A6
 Tea party guest Sue Labuhn practices her fan 
etiquette.

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — The Victorian 
Tea Party held Saturday at the 
Salamanca Historical Society was the 
same delightful event regular guests 
have come to look forward to, but with 
a few subtle new twists.

Event planners Sue Fries and Kathy 
Riddle decorated the museum’s fi rst 
fl oor in true Victorian splendor, with 
table linens and antique china tea 
service. Each table featured a fl oral 
arrangement in a hand crocheted 
teacup made by Riddle. 

Place settings included a painted 
silk fan and a printed description of 
fan etiquette.

Dressed as a French maid, Riffl e 
provided table service to the guests 
and scurried from table to table with 

See Tea Party, A6

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
rumors and ideas about what 
business or attraction could 
be placed on city land on 
State Park Avenue have been 
circulating for years, but a 
new one could be the most 
plausible yet.

According to Mayor 
Michael “Smitty” Smith, a 
site for recreational vehicles 
and campers to park and 
spend the night could soon 
be coming to Salamanca for 
all those interested in hiking, 
kayaking, snowmobiling 
and any outdoor activity in 
between.

It has been 13 years 
since the city fi rst decided 
to spend $3 million for 202 
acres of land located off the 
Seneca Nation Territory, and 
the area continues to look 
about the same as it did in 
2006.

But now, the wheels 
are in motion to develop 
the site for RVs to park, 
stay the weekend, visit the 
natural surroundings and 
be on their way, all with 
minimal burden on the city 

or community.
“We’re looking to be 

what we are. We’re the state 
park, we’re the river,” the 
mayor said, also mentioning 
the casino and city-based 
museums as local attractions. 
“You could spend a night 
and have a really productive 
one-day stay here with a 
camper.”

Smith said the city is 
looking to apply for a grant 
to help fund the project, 
which would primarily need 
infrastructure installations at 
the site. 

“After meeting with the 
Board of Public Utilities, the 
infrastructure is all there,” he 
said. Because water, sewer 
and electric lines already run 
up State Park Avenue for the 
homes there, it would be a 
matter of tying new electric, 
water and sewer ports on the 
site into the existing ones at 
the road.

Although fi guring out 
how many spaces could fi t 
on the land has not been 
done yet, Smith said the 
more spots available the 
better. But it wouldn’t just be 

See New Plan, A6
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