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Salamanca mayor 
declares state of 

emergency
Employees begin 

working from home as 

city hall closes

By Kellen M. Quigley 

Managing Editor 

SALAMANCA — The 
city is now in a state of 
emergency as officials 
attempt to preserve 
public health and 
safety in the face of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Mayor Michael R. 
Smith said the order 

goes into effect midnight 
March 19, saying it 
would “render all 
required and available 
assistance vital to the 
security, well-being and 
health” of Salamanca’s 
citizens.

“As Chief Executive of 
this municipality, I have 
exercised the authority 
given to me under New 

Salamanca Press file photo
Salamanca Mayor Michael R. Smith declared the city go into a 
state of emergency beginning March 19 amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, but says the city is in good shape and transitioning 
employees to work from home.

See Salamanca Mayor, A5

Salamanca man will give Catt County the run-around 
Poole raising funds and awareness for Cystic Fibrosis 

Every day we hear about regular 
people who do something that 
seems utterly unattainable to the 
rest of us, something that we’d 
never see ourselves doing. 

Bradley Poole, 32, of 
Salamanca, is one of those people. 
He wants to run 266 miles around 
the circumference of Cattaraugus 
County in seven days, hoping 
to raise $100,000 for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation.

His runs are scheduled for July 

5-11.
Why cystic fi brosis, a disease 

that causes thick mucus to build 
up on the lungs and typically kills 
by the age of 40?

Because Poole himself has the 
disease, and he knows what it 
takes for its survivors to stay alive 
— his various treatments consume 
several hours of his life each day.

He’ll have breathing treatments 
before and after the run each day, 
as well as at once more at night. 

He wears a high-frequency chest 
wall oscillation vest two hours 
each day that shakes the chest 
and loosens and thins dangerous 
mucous buildup. He ingests 50-
plus pills every day.

“Even doing those things won’t 
guarantee me a free ticket to 40,” 
Poole said, who calls himself a 
“CF Warrior … We have to battle 
every single day to stay alive.” Photo submitted

Salamanca resident Bradley Poole, shown here in a run last 
year, will be running 266 miles across Cattaraugus County to 
raise funds and awareness for Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

See Cystic Fibrosis, A5

Salamanca’s firefighters prepped and ready 
for COVID-19 arrival

By Kellen M. Quigley 

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Although no confi rmed 
cases of COVID-19 had 
yet been reported last 
week in Cattaraugus 
County, the Salamanca 
Fire Department has been 
preparing for the virus’s 
arrival for months.

Fire Chief Nick 
Bocharski said his 
department took notice of 
coronavirus potentially 
making its way to the 
United States in January.

“A couple of my offi cers 
and I got together and we 
ordered supplies way back 
in January, the beginning 
of February, so I would 
call us ahead of the game,” 
he said. “We started to 
study this and train on it, 
so we’re doing really well 
here.”

Bocharski said the 
city is working under 
the command structure 
that Mayor Michael R. 
Smith has set up. The 
city entered a state of 
emergency March 19 
with many city buildings 

closing their doors and 
many staff members 
working from home.

“We’re just trying to 
keep the public aware,” 
he said. “Fear is our 
biggest enemy right now, 
the fear of the unknown. 
Not panicking has been 
a big thing, so we’ve 
seen everybody being 
lighthearted and smiling.”

Although no one knows 
how long the widespread 
shutdowns are going to 
last, Bocharski said the fi re 
department has maintained 
its staff and is hoping to 

ramp up its number of 
fi refi ghters in the coming 
weeks.

“We’re down a number 
of fi remen right now, two 
to medical and two have 
gone to other cities, so that 
kind of hurts us a little 
bit,” he explained. “But 
we’re going to counter 
that. We’re going to go up 
in staffi ng a little bit by 
tweaking places.”

Bocharski said the 
city’s code enforcement 
offi cer will have his 

Salamanca Fire Department photo
This image shared by the city of Salamanca Fire 
Department Facebook page shows a city firefighter 
in personal protective equipment that the 
department has had in stock since January. Fire 
Chief Nick Bocharski said the department is 
prepped and ready for the arrival of COVID-19.See Firefi ghters, A5

Marino’s, Myers get food-service 
creative during COVID-19 shutdown

By Amanda 
Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — In 
the midst of all of the 
confusion and suffering 
caused by the Covid 19 
virus, it’s nice to have 
positive to say.

Two of our local 
restaurants have formed 
plans to help those 
confined to their homes 
receive restaurant 
quality meals either by 
pick-up or delivery.

Myers Steakhouse 
& Inn, a landmark 
establishment in 
Salamanca for 
generations, is offering 
their same familiar 
menu items via orders 
placed by phone 945-
3153 to be picked up 
at the front entrance or 
home delivered Tuesday 
through Saturday, 4 to 
8:30 p.m.

Like other bars and 
restaurants in New 
York state and across 
the country, Myers was 
forced to close their 
dine-in facilities during 
the recent medical 
emergency. Regrettably, 
they have also had to 
make some painful 
cutbacks in staffing.

But, restaurant owner 
Wendy O’Neil and her 
son-chef Trevor O’Neil 
are committed to giving 
their best effort to 
keeping the 100-year-
old business, located on 
Wildwood Avenue in 
Salamanca, alive.

“We still have bills 
to pay like everybody 
else,” Wendy said. 
“So we’re doing 
whatever we can to 
turn things around into 
the mandated take-out 

only format for the time 
being.”

Although Myers does 
offer the typical take-
out list of things like 
pizza, tavern burgers, 
wings and sandwiches, 
their entire classic 
steakhouse menu is 
also available for take 
out. Call-in for things 
like homemade baked 
French onion soup, 
chuckwagon chili 
and salads, as well 
as chargrilled steaks, 

comfort foods such as 
pasta dishes, stews, 
meatloaf with mashed 
potatoes and gravy or 
beef on weck.There is 
a delicious selection of 
chicken and seafood 
dishes including sea 
scallops and shrimp 
scampi.

Some bar items are 
also available for carry-
out or delivery.

“Call us and we 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Marino’s Pizzeria on Broad Street is keeping business going with take-outs during the 
COVID-19 shutdown, offering a special deal for families with kids.

See Marinos, A5
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