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ASP Nordic Ski Patrol sharpens 
emergency response skills at ‘Refresher’

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

RED HOUSE — Members of the 
Allegany State Park Nordic Ski Patrol 
completed their On-the-Hill Refresher 
winter training Feb. 1.

The band of hardy volunteers 
monitor the cross country ski and 
mountain biking trails of Allegany 
State Park’s Art Roscoe Cross Country 
Ski Area keeping people safe and 
rescuing them in times of need.

Led by Patrol Director Mary 
MacQueen, these dedicated people 
train at two mandatory refreshers each 
year to keep their skills sharp and be 
ready for an emergency. The Outdoor 
Emergency Care (OEC) Refresher 
takes place in the fall and the On-the-
Hill Refresher is held this time of year 
at the Summit Warming Hut by the 
Art Roscoe trails and the surrounding 
wooded area. 

Training Offi cer Butch MacQueen 
said the one-day training event 
is basically outdoor skills called 
Mountain Travel and Rescue (MTR) 
used by the National Ski Patrol for 
this training. It revolves around all 
the skills the patrollers are required to 
know to give emergency care.

The training gives them a chance to 

fi ne-tune their ski skills; practice land 
navigation, mapping and compass 
work, as well as build a fi re and 
emergency shelter onsite and how to 
form a line and go through the woods 
looking for people who are lost.

“One of the things we do is to create 
an emergency sled that we refer to as 

a Mission Ridge Sled,” he said. “It’s 
made out of a plastic tarp, the injured 
skier’s skis and various ropes and 
lashings. We use it to tow a person out 
of the woods.” 

MacQueen said the emergency sled 

Photo submitted
(From left): Monica Zablotny (in shelter) and Robin Clark are shown building an 
emergency shelter. It can be erected quickly to provide a wind block and protect 
the patient from the elements such as rain, snow and cold until help arrives.

See ASP Nordic, A5

Salamanca 
school officials 

tour new 
Prospect offices

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Visitors to Prospect 
Elementary School will 
soon have a new main 
offi ce to report to when 
entering the school, as 
district offi cials and 
Board of Education 
members saw last week.

During the school 
board’s regular meeting 
Jan. 28, about two dozen 
people went on a short 
tour with architects and 
engineers from Turner 
Construction and HUNT-
EAS through the new 
offi ce space, which is 
nearing completion.

The renovation of 
the former library and 
computer lab into the 
new main offi ce is part of 
Phase II of the district’s 
ongoing capital project. 
The principal, nurse and 
offi ce staff are expected 
to move in over the week 
before the Presidents’ 
Day break.

Once completed, a 
new secure entrance will 
have those entering the 
building report directly to 
the main offi ce through 
a locked vestibule. 
Previously, once visitors 

were given access to 
the building, they had 
to walk 25 feet to the 
offi ce, with the ability 
to go directly into the 
library or down the hall 
to the cafeteria without 
checking in a potential 
security issue.

After the main offi ce 
move is complete, crews 
will begin clearing 
out and renovating the 
current main offi ce into 
the new library and 
computer lab, which 
includes reworking 
the main hallway. The 
current hallway would 
become part of the 
library and the new 
hallway would cut 
through a portion of the 
old library not needed for 
the new offi ce.

Before the tour, 
Turner and HUNT 
representatives updated 
the school board on the 
status of the ongoing 
project.

Julian Schopp from 
Turner gave an update on 
Phase I, which includes 
the high school, Seneca 
Intermediate School and 
the bus garage.

He said construction 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Representatives from Turner Construction and HUNT-EAS 
(left) lead Salamanca school district officials and Board of 
Education members through the new, nearly complete 
Prospect Elementary School office during a board meeting 
last week.

See New Prospect, A5

Cattaraugus Ambulance gifted 
funds for headquarters roof repair

Collecting cans for Creative Curriculum and a new bike
By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — The 
three pre-school classrooms 
at the Seneca Arts and 
Learning Center, under the 
direction of Amy Jimerson, 
are studying the “reduce, 
reuse and recycle” section of 
the Creative Curriculum. 

This study covers 
all aspects of being 
environmentally aware and 
what the children can do to 
make a difference. 

In talking about recycling, 
teachers Camille Follman, 
Robin Jacobs and Elizabeth 
Smith decided to put it all in 

perspective for the 3-to-5-
year-olds.

They created a voting poll 
where the children all voted 
to work toward the purchase 
of a new bike to have in their 
gym. They discussed the 
price of the bike and how 
they could recycle cans and 
bottles to earn enough money 
through the return of these 
items to purchase a new, two-
person, school bus bike. 

The students then painted 
and colored giant boxes 
for can drop-offs and they 
distributed fl yers throughout 
their building to promote 
their project.

“The kids are excited about 

this,” Jimerson said. “They 
are involved and intrigued in 
the recycling process and as 
teachers, that’s what it’s all 
about!”

To help make this a success 
for these wonderful little 
learners, you can drop your 
bagged cans in the large 
boxes inside the front doors 
of the Seneca Arts and 
Learning Center at 25 Center 
St., or drop them directly at 
The Redemption Center on 
Central Avenue Salamanca 
under SALC pre-K.

“Thank you to our 
wonderful students, their 
families and our amazing 
community!” Jimerson said.

Photo submitted
Lottie Ross (left) and Irvin Dowdy pose with the handmade recycling box the 3 
Pre-K classes decorate for their can drive. The classes at the Seneca Arts and 
Learning Center are collecting cans as part of their recycling unit in the Creative 
Curriculum.

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

CATTARAUGUS — 
While often there for 
others during their times 
of need, the Cattaraugus 
Area Ambulance 
Service was recently the 
recipient of some help 
during a time when the 
organization needed it.

On Jan. 30, 
representatives from 
the Odd Fellow & 
Rebekah Benefi t Fund 
in Lockport came 
to the ambulance’s 
headquarters at 211 
South Main St. in the 
village to present the 
service’s members with 
funds to repair a leaking 

Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley
Members of the Cattaraugus Area Ambulance Service are presented with funds from the 
Odd Fellow & Rebekah Benefit Fund Inc. for a project to repair and build onto the 
ambulance headquarters’ leaking roof.

See Ambulance, A5
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