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Salamanca receives 
positive audit amid 

another year 
without casino 

funds 
By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
Once it’s fi nalized in the 
coming months, the city of 
Salamanca should expect 
a positive audit review 
for the third straight year 
during the lack of casino 
compact funding coming 
into the city.

Luke Malecki, of 
Drescher and Malecki 
LLP, said Oct. 23 the 
fi rm’s fi ndings in the April 
1, 2018, to March 31, 
2019, audit of the city, 
although not completed, 
anticipate providing the 
city with a clean opinion 
— or an unmodifi ed 
opinion — which is a 
positive review.

“We’re still waiting 
for the Salamanca 
Housing Authority’s 
fi nancial statements to be 
released,” he said during 
the Common Council 
meeting. “But we do 
believe these are the fi nal 
numbers as it pertains to 
the city.”

In the audit, Drescher 
and Malecki would 

provide basic fi nancial 
statements, a management 
letter and auditor 
communications to the 
council.

“We did get full 
cooperation and had a 
very smooth audit this 
year, and very minimal 
adjustments in journal 
entries,” he said. “For all 
intents and purposes, it 
was a very good audit.”

For expenditures in 
the city, Malecki said 
they have been fairly 
steady for the past fi ve 
years hovering around $8 
million. He said the city 
had a recent peak of $8.4 
million in 2017 and was 
at about $7.6 million this 
year.

“Your revenues have 
stayed around about $4.2 
million,” he said. “At 
the hight of the gaming 
revenues, it was about 
$13 million and the last 
full year was about $12 
million. …. It’s been about 
an $8 million swing from 
where we are today versus 
where we were three years 

See Council Meeting, A6

Ten easy steps for a 
safe Halloween

SALAMANCA — 
On Thursday, kids and 
families in Salamanca 
can take part in Trick-or-
Treating from 6-8 p.m. in 
the city. Residents wishing 
to pass out candy should 
turn on their front porch 
lights.

For many children 
across American, 
Halloween can be one of 
the most fun nights of the 
year.

But for parents, it can be 
the most nerve-wracking, 
as well. On average, twice 
as many children are 
killed while walking on 
Halloween than on any 
other day of the year.

The Safe Kids 
Southern Tier New York 
(SKSTNY) coalition 
urges parents/caregivers 
and community members 
to consider safety from 
all perspectives while 
preparing for the big 
night. Children, 
parents and 
drivers can 
easily 

make the night fun and 
safe by taking just a few 
simple precautions.

“We’ve always found 
one of the biggest things 
with Halloween is 
visibility,” said Donna 
Kahm, president and 
CEO of Southern Tier 
Health Care System Inc., 
which administers the 
new SKSTNY coalition 
in Allegany, Cattaraugus 
and Chautauqua counties. 
“It’s getting darker much 
earlier. When you pack 
hundreds of children in 
neighborhoods with cars 
whizzing by and people 
you might not know, 
the risks are that much 
greater. Children may be 
so excited that they run 
out into the street without 
thinking. We’re asking 
parents to talk to their kids 
about how to walk safely, 
and asking drivers to take 
extra care and slow down 

on neighborhood 
roads.”

Long 
before 

See Safety Tips, A6

Six new faces running for District 3 in county race

Salamanca woman keeps mother’s legacy 
alive with history scrapbooks

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
SALAMANCA — To 

honor the memory of her 
mother, the late Isabelle 
Prebis, Betty Prebis has 
continued her legacy by 
keeping her World War II 
scrapbooks going. 

The Salamanca resident 
said her mother had a 
collection of World War 
II (WWII) articles and 
obituaries from local 
newspapers in one big, red 
scrapbook. The majority 
of the newspaper clippings 
are from old editions of 
The Salamanca Press. The 
Press most recently wrote 
about her mother’s book in 
November 2010.

Prebis said the book 
is very fragile and she 
doesn’t know how to keep it 
together. That’s why she’d 
like the Salamanca Public 
Library to try to help her 
fi gure out a way to preserve 
it for future Salamanca 
generations.

“My mother’s scrapbook 
is 70-some years old. She 
passed away in March 
2017,” she said. “I added to 
her scrapbook because mom 
kept obituaries from 1945, 
and she had them organized 
from A to Z. I took the obits 
of people who had served 
in WWI and put them in her 
scrapbook.” 

When Prebis started 
going through her mother’s 
picture collection, she 
found pictures of a fl ood 
in Salamanca in 1942, and 
she has pictures of the fl ood 
of 1972. She also found 
pictures of another fl ood 
in Salamanca. Then she 
discovered pictures of a train 
wreck in Salamanca, but she 
has no clue where it was, 
and pictures of a Gowanda 
train wreck. 

“They are tiny pictures 
and I’d like to have them 
copied in honor of my mom, 
but in my name,” she said.

Then Prebis started three 

big scrapbooks of her own 
about men and women from 
Salamanca who served their 
country during WWII and 
have since passed away. 
One is of people who were 
born in Salamanca and lived 
in Salamanca. The second 
book has people who were 
born in Salamanca and lived 
someplace else. A third book 
has the obituaries of people 
from the Seneca Nation who 
served.

She has yet another book 
she’s working on that has 
Salamanca people who 

served in the Civil War.
“It’s hard to believe what 

all these people have done 
and where they’ve been, 
and they were all from 
Salamanca,” she said.

Prebis said she got so 
interested in the obituaries 
that she actually found 
some of the people that 
lived in her neighborhood 
at Cleveland Avenue, some 
people that she worked with, 
and people who were either 
born on her birthday or died 
on her birthday. Then she 
found the obituaries of 15 to 
20 people from Salamanca 
that were over 100 years old 

when they passed. She also 
found people from 1789 
to 1899 who were from 
Salamanca.

“It was really fascinating 
because, when you read the 
obituaries, it tells you who 
married whom, what the 
stores and factories were in 
town,” she said. “I didn’t 
know there was a casino in 
Salamanca during the 1920s 
and ‘30s.” 

PREBIS SAID she has 
found just over 1,300 men 
and women who served. 

She keeps a personal 
book of people who had 
extraordinary experiences 
— men that were with 
President Eisenhower, 
General George Patton and 
President John F. Kennedy, 
to name a few.

“They fought in B-52 and 
B-17 bombers. There was 
even a guy who saved his 
whole platoon,” she said. 
“Then I found them when 
they were in Normandy, the 
Battle of the Bulge. They 
were there on D-Day, they 
were in the South Pacifi c. 
How these men saved our 
country is amazing.” 

Prebis has found a lady 
from the Seneca Nation 
who was 103 years old and 
had served. One man was 
in the Olympics in 1932. 
Then there was a man who 
traveled with Gene Autry 
in his shows, and he was 
also with the Ringling Bros. 
Circus. 

“I still have the obituaries 
and I want to donate them 
to the Salamanca library, 
so instead of fi nding them 
on the micro-fi lm machine, 
they can go right to the 
books that have them,” 
she said. “They are all 
alphabetical, in order. It took 
me three months to do that. 

“Mom had them all in 
envelopes and I added 

Press photo by Deb Everts
Salamanca resident Betty Prebis is shown at the Salamanca 
Public Library with her collection of photos and obituaries in a 
scrapbook. In the foreground is a framed photo of her mother, 
the late Isabelle Prebis, who started the scrapbook collection.

See Scrapbooks, A6

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

The race for the two open seats in 
District 3 of the Cattaraugus County 
Legislature will be a triple-double on 
Election Day as voters have the choice 
of six candidates.

Sharon J. Mathe and Colette 
M. Schoening will appear on the 
Democratic and Working Families 
party lines; Michael M. Brisky and 
Ginger D. Schroder will appear on 
the Republican, Conservative and 
Independence lines; and Chad Neal and 
Abram Stanczykowski will appear on 
the Libertarian line.

Current District 3 representatives 
Robert Breton and Donna Vickman did 
not seek re-election.

District 3 covers the towns of 
Ellicottville, Farmersville, Franklinville, 
Lyndon, Machias and Mansfi eld.

MATHE said as she watches the 
national political divisiveness drill 
down to the local level, she can either 
complain or take part in a solution.

“I can no longer stand-by and allow 
hatred and fear to marginalize fellow 
citizens, greed to evaporate the hard 
earned gains of middle and lower-class 
workers gained through collective 
bargaining and allow profi t for a 
few override the needs of an entire 
community,” she said.

Working as a Registered Nurse 
for over 40 years, including 20 years 
in rural health networks and 12 as 
Executive Director of the Healthy 
Community Alliance, Mathe said she 
has developed relationships with a 
variety of funding sources and area 
department leaders as well as an 

understanding of how government 
functions at many levels.

“Yet, probably the two most valuable 
skills are the ability to fi rst listen and 
hear the voices in our community and 
then to respond by building partnerships 
or coalitions so we can work together 
despite our differences,” she added.

In her years in local health care 
initiatives, including Southern Tier 
Health and the Healthy Community 
Alliance, Mathe said she helped tackle 
a lack of accessible dental services, 
formed an insurance product and a 
number of programs in response to 
community health issues.

As with her running-mate Colette 
Schoening, while campaigning, Mathe 
said a majority of those she talked 
mentioned four frequent concerns in 
the county: repairing and maintaining 
infrastructure, the opioid crisis, the 
economy and increasing emergency 
services volunteers.

“We have found that the majority 
of those we talk with ... are focused 
on topics that may be addressed by 
the county, not controversies that are 
debated and a focus of the State or 
national governments,” she said.

If elected, Mathe said she hopes to 
bring to the Legislature a proven ability 
to build relationships and partnerships 
to address county and community 
issues, approaching it with a bi-partisan 
philosophy.

Mathe said she also intends to invite 
the public to share their thoughts 
to create solutions, welcoming and 
exploring innovative ideas brought by 
community members. She also plans 
to recommend legislative sessions be 
recorded to foster transparency and hold 
elected offi cials accountable, as well as 

continue to foster the shared services 
program initiated in the county’s 
municipalities.

“[I] believe our community benefi ts 
when people from all political parties 
work together for the common good, 
just as the current County Legislative 
bi-partisan coalition is doing,” she 
added.

SCHRODER said she decided to 
run because the Legislature has work 
to do in many areas across the county, 
including in the infrastructure, health 
systems, preserving the rural lifestyle 
and strengthening the economy.

“I have the skill set, experience and 
desire to meaningfully contribute to and 
be a part of devising solutions to these 
issues,” she said.

Although never running for an 
elected offi ce before, Schroder said she 
has a history of public and charitable 
service, including volunteering for the 
county’s Equine Committee, the SPCA 
and as an EMT for the Franklinville 
Fire Department.

During her legal career, Schroder 
said she’s acted in many representative 
capacities during my legal career, 
including being retained to conduct the 
county’s labor contract negotiations.

“I developed a solid understanding of 
the county’s fi scal picture, its budgeting 
process and I forged a productive 
working relationship with county 
legislators and the county’s unions,” 
she said. 

Schroder said she loves living and 
working in Cattaraugus County, but 
she believes the ill-planned industrial 
development, which she said is 

See District 3, A3
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