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Monday’s Cattaraugus 
County Fair opening day 

hectic as usual

Seneca museum 
welcomes Stahlman 

as new director

New Seneca museum to celebrate 
first anniversary Sunday

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — 
The Onöhsagwë:de’ 
Culture Center, the new 
home of the Seneca 
Iroquois National 
Museum, will celebrate 
its first anniversary 
Sunday, Aug. 4 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

A new exhibit, “Indian 
Ink,” will be unveiled 
that day at the museum, 
located at 82 West 
Hetzel St. off the Broad 
Street Extention.

Also part of the 
celebration, the Seneca 

Nation will strengthen 
its relationship with 
the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians 
(EBCI) through special 
nation-to-nation 
repatriation of two 
Cherokee Booger masks.

At this time of 
celebration, the museum 
also welcomes its new 
director, Joe Stahlman, 
who assumed the role 
July 1. According 
to Stahlman, the 
exhibit, “Indian Ink: 
Iroquois and the Art of 
Tattoos,” looks back 
on the meaning and 
methods associated with 

historical tattooing as 
self-expression, cultural 
philosophy, Indigenous 
Identity, political stance 
and personal statement.

Promotion Manager 
Jennifer Jimerson 
said the exhibit is 
in conjunction with 
the Iroquois Indian 
Museum. 

“We had taken 
pictures of area Natives 
who have Iroquois and 
Haudenosaunee tattoos 
on them,” she said. 
“The exhibit is about 
the tattoos and how the 
designs originated back 
then, in the early 1700s 

and 1800s.”
Mike Galban, current 

curator and interpretive 
program assistant for 
the Seneca Arts Culture 
Center at Ganondagan 
State Historic Site in 
Victor, will be speaking 
on his interest in tattoos 
and their significance 
of the Haudenosaunee 
people.

During the day, an 
Indigenous Tattoo 
Contest will be open 
to the public. Anyone 
having ink representing 
a Native theme will be 
judged and prizes will 
be awarded.

Concerning the 
repatriation of the 
Booger masks, museum 
staff came across two 
ceremonial masks in 
their collection that was 
suspected to have come 
from the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. 
They were determined 
to be Booger masks, 
as confirmed by Bo 
Taylor, former director 
of the Museum of the 
Cherokee Indian.

Stahlman, highlighting 
the significance of 
this moment, said, 
“Repatriation from 
Native nation to Native 
nation is uncommon. It 
typically occurs between 
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The new exhibit, “Indian Ink: Iroquois and the Art of Tattoos,” looks back on the meaning 
and methods associated with historical tattooing. By Deb Everts

Press Reporter

SALAMANCA — 
The Seneca Iroquois 
National Museum 
welcomed Dr. Joe 
Stahlman as its new 
director on July 1.

Before coming to the 
Onöhsagwë:de’ Cultural 
Center, Stahlman 
worked as a college 
professor, yoga/exercise 
teacher and a project 
consultant.

Stahlman brings over 
20 years of experience 
to the museum, working 
as an applied researcher 
and using his skills to 
fit community needs. 

He has coordinated 
numerous projects with 
Native communities 
within the United States 
and Latin America. 

According to 
Stahlman, applied 
research is taking all of 
the academic discussion, 
literature and research 
and applying it in 
localized settings in 
projects that have value 
for the community. 
It’s not doing research 
because a person has 
a question they want 
answered.

“For me, I want my 
efforts to have a use. 
A lot of research gets 
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As of July 1, Dr. Joe Stahlman has officially assumed the role 
as director of the Seneca Iroquois National Museum. Shown 
is Stahlman (right) and his wife, Dr. Fileve Palmer.

See Museum, A6See New Director, A6

Opening Day 
at the fair

Press photo by Deb Everts
The Antique Tractor Pull took place Sunday, July 28 before the official opening of the fair. 
Men and women alike had the opportunity to show off the power of their “old” tractor and 
win a trophy by pulling enormous piles of dirt along the track. Shown is a girl sunbathing on 
a John Deere tractor taking advantage of the long wait.

By Rick Miller

County Reporter

LITTLE VALLEY — Monday’s 
opening of the 177th annual 
Cattaraugus County Fair was hectic, 
as first days often are. 

Three major shows — the Western 
Horse Show, Poultry Show and Goat 
Show — all had their audiences, 
mostly family and friends. 

The first day starts out slow and 
many families wait until closer to 4 
p.m. when the midway rides open, 
which are included in the pay-one-
price admission. Some rides and 
concessions were still setting up late 

morning. 
For the remainder of the fair, the 

midway opens at 1 p.m. daily. 
There was a little rain early 

Monday before the roosters started 
to crow. Much of the fairgrounds are 
blacktopped — even the track area in 
front of the grandstand where chairs 
would be set up for the musical 
stages Wednesday and Thursday. 

Fair officials said Monday some 
track seats were still available for 
Morgan Wallen Wednesday and for 
Thursday’s Josh Turner concert. 
Plenty of bleachers and grandstand 

Press photo by Rick Miller
Paisley Nelson, 6, of Machias, washes her calf, Magic, on the opening day of the Cattaraugus 
County Fair Monday. Her mother, Chelsey Nelson, stands at right, ready to help.

See Catt. County Fair, A6
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