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Full STEAM ahead
Salamanca school district opens high school STEAM wing addition

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

SALAMANCA — 
With each adult speaker 
at Friday’s ceremony 
opening the new 
STEAM wing addition at 
Salamanca High School, 
a common theme began to 
emerge: 

“I wish I was a student 
again.” 

As the Salamanca 
City Central School 
District marks the end 
of Phase I of its ongoing 
capital project, students 
and teachers in science, 
technology, engineering, 
art and mathematics 
classes will soon occupy 
the modern spaces and 
begin making the future. 

Dozens of school 
district administrators and 
staff, Board of Education 
members, local offi cials 
from the city, county, 
Seneca Nation and New 
York state and eager 

students gathered in the 
STEAM wing’s maker-
space to cut the ribbon 
with a 21st-century 
STEAM twist. 

Two student-operated, 
student-made robots rolled 
their way through the 
ribbon, opening the wing 
for all to explore. 

“I am not only pleased 
— I am overjoyed that 
we are fi nally at this 
point,” said Robert 
Breidenstein, school 
district superintendent. 
“Following a vote in 2015 
that didn’t go so well, with 
the community’s help, 
we revisited the idea of 
what our buildings need 
to look like and how we 
can transition into the 21st 
century.” 

In November 2018, 
the school broke ground 
at the district’s nearby 
tennis courts, signaling 
the start of construction of Press photo by Kellen M. Quigley

As dozens look on in excitement, two student-operated robots move in to cut the ribbon and open the new STEAM wing 
addition of the Salamanca High School.See STEAM, A5

Morton makes holiday appearances 
with new baby reindeer, Comet

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 
CONEWANGO 

VALLEY — Every year 
during the Christmas 
season, a man tours Western 
New York with his reindeer. 
Some may guess it’s St. 
Nicholas in a miniature 
sleigh pulled by eight tiny 
reindeer but, in this case, 
it’s Mike Morton.

Morton, who owns 
Sun-Dance-Kids Farm in 
Conewango Valley, has 
added a new reindeer to his 
collection of animals. Six-
month-old Comet arrived at 
his new home on Morton’s 
farm Nov. 10, and he’s 
already at work.

“One of his fi rst gigs 
was at the Santa Parade, in 

Falconer, Nov. 23. He was 
absolutely awesome with 
the crowd and he loved the 
people,” Morton said. “I 
worked with him for about 
a week and got him used 
to everything. He didn’t 
mind the fi re trucks going 
by and the other vehicles. 
He’s very laid back and 
very inquisitive. He just 
loves to be petted and all 
the attention he gets from 
everybody.”

Morton said it can be 
diffi cult to fi nd a reindeer 
for purchase. He said some 
of his fi rst reindeer came 
out of Michigan and a 
few were purchased in the 
Adirondacks. This time, he 
ended up going all the way 

Press photo by Deb Everts
Comet, a 6-month-old reindeer, is the newest addition to 
Mike Morton’s business at Sun-Dance-Kids Farm in 
Conewango Valley. See Reindeer, A5

90 in the books, 
aiming for 100

By Amanda Grabowski

Lifestyles Editor

SALAMANCA — At age 93, Bill Steckman of 
Salamanca has proven that it’s never too late to 
realize one of your goals.

A life-long hunter, Steckman was anxious to bag 
his 90th whitetail deer while he was in his 90s. 
But, for the past three years, he came home empty-
handed.

Assorted health and vision challenges in recent 
years did not dissuade him. Once again this year he 
convinced his friend Bill Skoken to accompany him 
to their secret spot in the woods.

Steckman was ready for a long cold wait. He 
propped his heated seat against a young tree and was 
careful not to sit on the stash of candy bars in his 
pocket.

“I don’t worry when I take Bill out,” Skoken said. 
“He’s tough.”

On Dec. 2, at about 3:30 p.m., Steckman was in 
the woods armed with a Marlin 243, when a four-
point buck wandered into his sights.

“We’d only been there about an hour. I didn’t even 
get to eat my candy bars.” Steckman said.

“It’s a nice little buck and weighs about 128 
pounds,” Skoken added.

Steckman reminisced about his youthful 

Photo submitted
At the age of 93, Bill Steckman, of Salamanca, achieved 
his goal of shooting 90 deer.

See 90 Deer, A5

Salamanca Silver Bells Parade
Press photos by Ginna Hensel

The third annual Silver Bells Christmas 
Parade was held Friday in Salamanca 
with plenty of decorated and holiday-
themed floats and units riding and 
marching their way down Main Street to 
Jefferson Street Park and the tree-
lighting ceremony.  (See more Holiday 
photos on A7).
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