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Titans cruise past Warriors 

to clinch return to Section 

6 Championship
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Salamanca student raises 
funds — and vegetables 
— for hospital research
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Salamanca Drama Club 
to present spaghetti 
dinner murder mystery
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Local American Legions 
celebrate 100th birthdays

 McKimm served overseas in 
WWII with his late brother, Earl

BOCES Student Government 
interns to raise awareness of 

Civil War Memorial

Photo submitted
Thirty-two BOCES Student Government interns stand outside the Cattaraugus County Civil War Memorial in Little Valley after 
a recent weekly class. The students, from Allegany-Limestone, Cattaraugus-Little Valley, Ellicottville and Randolph, offered to 
help increase awareness of the more than 100-year-old memorial at Court and Seventh streets. Citizens Advocating Memorial 
Preservation (C.A.M.P.) plan to renovate and preserve the Civil War memorial.

By Deb Everts

Press Reporter
 

RANDOLPH — In honor 
of his late brother Earl who 
served by his side during 
World War II, 99-year old 
Randolph resident Merle 
McKimm recalled his 
experiences serving with 
his twin. 

The brothers didn’t die 
in battle defending their 
country, but they gave full 
support to the troops they 
served with overseas.

The McKimm twins 
enlisted in the United States 
Army and served from Dec. 
4, 1942, to April 9, 1946. 

They became members 
of the 870th light artillery 
battalion in the Service 
Battery of the 66th Infantry 
Division that was activated 
on April 15, 1943, at Camp 
Blanding, Fla. They were 
principally stationed in 
Reims, France, but spent 
part of their time in western 
Germany.

The brothers entered the 
United States Army nearly 
a year after the country 
entered WWII following the 
attack on Pearl Harbor by 
Japan.

“We decided to enlist 
in the Army because we 
wanted some excitement, 

and we sure found it,” 
McKimm said. “Earl and I 
were together in the Army 
for three years, four months 
and six days.” 

McKimm said they were 
battalion mechanics and 
went to boot camp at Camp 
Blanding. After boot camp, 
they were sent to Fort Sill, 
Okla., where they got their 
mechanics training.

After training, they 
boarded the USS 
Madawaska and left out 
of New York for England. 
McKimm said they sailed 
for 13 days down the 

Press photo by Deb Everts
McKimm holds a framed picture of his Service Battery in the 66th Infantry “Black Panther” 
Division taken in November 1943. The twin brothers are located in the front row at the far 
opposite ends — Earl (left) and Merle (right).

See McKimm, A5

The times, they 
are a-changin’

Press photo by Amanda Grabowski
A new piece of voting equipment was put to use for the 
first time for this year’s General Election. In Salamanca’s 
Ward One on Tuesday, Laura Connors said that the “Poll 
Pad” replaces the cumbersome old Poll Books and is 
capable of providing useful information such as a voter’s 
proper polling location. Full results of this year’s election 
will appear in the Nov. 14 edition of The Salamanca Press.

By Kellen M. Quigley

Managing Editor

The American Legion was founded in 
March of 1919 in Paris, France by U.S. 
World War I military personnel stationed 
there who dedicated themselves to their 
service.

Soon after, the American Legion was 
chartered and incorporated by Congress in 
1919 as a patriotic veterans organization 
devoted to mutual helpfulness.

Since then, more than 12,000 posts have 
been founded in communities throughout 
the United States. In addition to posts 
in every state, the American Legion has 
posts in the District of Columbia, France, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico and the Philippines.

In Salamanca, the Hughes-Skiba Post 

#535 is named for the fi rst Salamanca 
soldiers killed in action in World War I and 
World War II, respectively.

“We just try to help all the veterans that 
come by,” explained Post Commander Tom 
Percy.

In recent years, as the dedicated Legion 
members continue to age, Percy, who 
served in the Army from 1960-63, said 
they’ve been having trouble recruiting 
younger veterans to join.

“They’re all having the same trouble 
there,” he said of American Legion posts 
across the country.

However, the Salamanca Legion 
continues to be active in the community 
with the younger generations. Each year, 
the Salamanca post sends two students to 

Salamanca Press file photo
Members of the Salamanca American Legion celebrate the 100th anniversary of Veterans 
Day in 2018. This year, the Legion celebrates its own 100th birthday.

See American Legions, A5
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